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PARSHAPREVIEW

—’

Parashas
Toldos Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— e

The Perfect Parna

ssah Partnership
—/

_——

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

I'd like to start with a personal note to all those wonderful talmidei
chachamim who are planning on coming to the Yarchei Kallah: We're very
much looking forward to seeing all of you - both the familiar faces who
we've enjoyed so much in previous years as well as the new faces — and
being mefalpel in learning and shteiging together as we learn geshmake
sugyos here in yeshiva.

In this week'’s parashah, when Yaakov comes to Yitzchak, Yitzchak is
impressed, and he says: 'n 1372 YR N7V 1772 112 7 AR, He detects
this wonderful scent of Gan Eden entering with Yaakov, and he gives him
the most beautiful brachah:paxi "1nWm DNYH Son DPFHRD 97 1PN
WM 137 37 - Hashem should bentch Yaakov with all the materialistic
wealth in the world, with endless brachah and an overflowing fountain of
success in business. Chazal note that until today, Klal Yisrael's success in
parnassah stems from this wonderful brachah that Yitzchak gave Yaakov.

The opening of this brachah -7, And He will give - is unusual. Why
doesn't the brachah simply begin with 117, He will give? Rashi, citing Chazal,
says: 1 M 0, Hashem will give and then continue to give again.
The meforshim wonder why, if Yitzchak meant that Hashem should give a
double or triple brachah, didn’t he simply say that Hashem should bentch
Yaakov with a double measure?

They answer with an important principle that is relevant to all of us,
whichever stage of life we are at.

When Hashem gives us brachah in parnassah, whether it's a good
business idea, a valuable contact, or any other form of siyatta d’Shmaya,
if we appreciate that it comes from Hakadosh Baruch Hu and we treat
this brachah correctly, the way Hashem wants us to, then He'll continue
to give, and double and triple the brachah. Conversely, if a person views
his success as a function of 7 Dy} *ria and thinks he has accomplished
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this himself, then he won't receive the double brachah; the opportunity
won't present itself a second time.

We find a similar message regarding parnassah in the Midrash Tanchuma.
Ininstructing Klal Yisrael to bring the machatzis hashekel, Hashem said:
1 N1, and showed Moshe Rabbeinu a golden coin from under the Kisei
Hakavod. In other words, Hakadosh Baruch Hu keeps a shekel hakodesh
right near Him, under the Kisei Hakavod. What we have to strive for in our
business dealings is to merit this holy coin from under the Kisei Hakavod.

Bring Hashem to Work

The Chofetz Chaim writes in his sefer Ahavas Chessed that the best way
tosucceed in business is to take Hakadosh Baruch Hu as a partner. Having
Hashem as a partner means that my place of work and the way I work are
befitting for Him to be my partner.If I conduct my business bearing in mind
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is my partner, and after I receive money from my
business I treat it with the knowledge that Hashem is my partner, then I
can earn a shekel hakodesh from under the Kisei Hakavod, and Hakadosh
Baruch Hu will continue to give me: jn» 2m» jmo.

Chazal tell us: pax> pwynH nN¥1N - a person who wants to succeed
in business should go to the north, as the passuk says: nnr? ant poaxn
(Iyov 37:22). Rav Tzadok explains that this means that a person should
bolster his yiras Shomayim, conducting his business dealings honestly, in
an ehrliche fashion, constantly remembering the question of nn1 NRW)
1K1 that he will be asked in Shomayim after 120. If a person does so,
Hashem will grant him success in business.

Similarly, the navi Chagai tells us, in the name of Hakadosh Baruch Hu:
(8:2) Mpax 'n ORI 270 *9) 9uan 2. Why the double expression, gold and
silver? Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer explains that gold represents a desirable
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object, and silver, or money, is the means to obtain it, as we see in Perek
Hazahav that a person uses kesef to acquire zahav. Hashem tells us, “If you
do things the way I want them to be done, if you take Me with you to your
business, then you'll get both kesef and zahav: You'll get the enjoyment,
the fulfillment, of gold, of the articles you're looking to buy, and you'll also
have money in your pocket to buy more things.”

If Hashem is our partner, if He comes with us to our businesses and gives
us a shekel hakodesh, then we get both silverand gold. Thisis alluded to in
apassuk in Parashas Ki Seitzei: nn?) 52°¥0% 700 2792 77000 PPYR ‘19
TINRD 3Y) 1237 MY T3 IR KDY WYTR IR ) 97 PR, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu Himself comes with us to the office 792215, which literally
means to save or protect us. The word 77°x¥n% can also be understood,
the Midrash teaches, as related to the passuk: D810 X onYeNn. Just as
Klal Yisrael emptied out all the wealth of Mitzrayim, Hashem enables us to
obtain wealth in our business dealings. But that's only when we conduct
our business dealings the way He wants us to, as reflected in the condition
attached to this assurance: 727 M7y 72 R X). We have to conduct our
business in a way that allows Hakadosh Baruch Hu to be there. Only then
will be merit to have Him 7ann 29p2 190nn.

Maintaining the Correct Perspective
The Chofetz Chaim writes in his sefer Chofetz Chaim al Hatorah that a

person merits success in parnassah when he recognizes the correct place
of his business dealings. Yes, his business has a place, butit's not the focal
point of his life or the main purpose for which he awakens in the morning.
Inthis vein, the Chofetz Chaim offers a novel interpretation of the passuk
in Koheles:»na>20 5p) m90 9290 220 2100 Pay YR 2110) 01T HR 790
D aY. A person is 1T 98 790 — he is meant to go “south,” toward
the wisdom of Torah for which he was created and which is symbolized
by the menorah, which was positioned in the south. In other words, the
purpose of our days and nights is to be involved in Torah and mitzvos and
Yiddishkeit. Yet a person has no choice but to devote a bit of his time and
energy turning toward the “north” - rag Y& 21107, which is the location
of the shulchan, the symbol of parnassah. That is fine, except that all too
often, the pay Y& 23yo) turns into 210 2170 - the person spends more
and more time and invests more and more energies into the tzafon, the
gashmiyus, the parnassah, not realizing that ©p>Rn 77 117 - the success I
had was from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and it's only there to serve the darom.
If a person spends his time 120 2210, and he doesn't realize that it's
from Hashem, then eventually the brachah goes away: n317 790, and he
has no more success in his business. Therefore, says the passuk, 11 - we
have to appreciate that Hashem is the One who gave, and if we treat that
gift accordingly and keep things in the right perspective, then we will be
zocheh, with Hashem's help, to jno marm.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by
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