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Parashas -
s PARSHAPREVIEW
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
Chanukah which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— O —
It’s All About Connection
— —

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

Sefer Bereishis is replete with D215 20 mar nwyn, and the
confrontations Yaakov had with Eisav and Lavan are prime examples, as
they represent Klal Yisrael's experiences through the years in galus. The
duel with Eisav's angel represents how we survive through the galus: pax»
YN MYy TY MY WR. Yaakov is afraid —17 9% TRA Ipy? RPN - not
only of Yoy 1, but also of 'y n; he doesn't want to be too connected
to Eisav's descendants. What's more, Yaakov says, 53 2 2 - his attitude
is that he already has everything he needs, while Eisav says, 27 %7 ¥ —he
wants more and more.

Now, in Parashas Vayeishev, Yaakov reaches a point where he hopes
to live in tranquility: m5wa 2vw% apy> wip>a. The Chasam Sofer explains
that Yaakov Avinu thought that now that he finished with Eisav and Lavan,
he could enter the period of Yemos Hamoshiach and the geulah. In that
sense, all of his travels and travails would have forestalled all that Klal
Yisrael would have to endure throughout the years.

In truth, the sefarim say that Yaakov's 17 years in Goshen - his years
of tov, of Apy? 'n” — were, in a sense, a period of le‘asid lavo. But Yaakov
thought that this period was beginning already now. What happened
instead was: oY YW 111 5y pap. Rather than representing the beginning
of the end, the real story was starting only now, with the saga of Yosef
starting to unfold.

The story of Yosef, as we know, is complex: on one hand he's one of the
shevatim, but on the other hand he is to some extent in the category of anav.

The Chozeh of Lublin gives a different interpretation of the concept

W NVIa | 4

ofqoy YW 1T YHY pap mHwa 2w apy’ wpa. He explains that already
from the Bris Bein Habesarim, it had been decreed that Yaakov would have
to go down to Mitzrayim - the question was only how that decree would
unfold. In theory, the Egyptians could have come and dragged Yaakov to
Mitzrayim in iron chains, but Yaakov did not want that to happen: w2
MmHwa 2w’ apy. Therefore, Hakadosh Baruch Hu arranged that the story
of Yosef happened: qov Yw 13 vHY yap, and Yaakov ended up going
down to Mitzrayim in tranquility, as a father going to see his long-lost son,
instead of going down in chains.

The Haflaah, in the Panim Yafos, offers yet another explanation of wjp»a
QoY YW I PHY pap MHW1 2w’ apy’. The Gemara in Menachos teaches
that a person is punished for neglecting a mitzvas asei only at a time of
Heavenly anger. Yaakov did not fulfill the mitzvas asei of kibbud av while he
was away from his parents’” home, and under ordinary circumstances, that
would not have been held against him. When Yosef spoke negatively of
his brothers, however, it became a time of Heavenly anger a1 w5y yap
qo» Y —and when that happened, Yaakov was punished for neglecting
kibbud av.

The Vav Hachibur

The Rokeiach notes that almost all the pesukim in Parashas Vayeishev
start with the letter vav. Only eight pesukim start with other letters, and
the combined gematria of those letters equals the gematria of Chanukah.
These eight pesukim, he says, correspond to the eight days of Chanukah
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and to the eight days of milah. But what about all the other pesukim that
start with a vav?

I once heard that the vav represents the vav hachibur. A person has to
realize that life is dynamic, as we see from the concept of 2w apy w2
qoY YV I YOY pap MHwa. All the pieces of life are connected to what
came before and what's going to happen after, and a Yid is supposed to
remain focused and fulfill ratzon Hashem in any situation. But the main thing
is that there has to be a vav connecting everything, the vav representing
our attachment to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to Torah, to other Yidden.

The lettervav can actually be spelled three different ways: either vav vay,
orvav alef vav, orvav yud vav. Vav vav has the gematria 12, representing the
12 shevatim of Klal Yisrael. Vav alef vav is 13, representing the Yud Gimel
Middos of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. And vav yud vav is 22, representing the
22 letters that make up the Torah. These three types of vav are all the vav
hachibur, corresponding to three things that are inherently connected, as
the Zohar states: R0 TN R0 7792 RWTIPY RN HRIW). This chibur of
Klal Yisrael and Torah and Hakadosh Baruch Hu is what's going to help us

go along through the entire process of vYy pap mbwa aw’H apy’ vpa
qoy YW 1, and all the nisyonos we face.

In Parashas Vayishlach the passuk says: ninnn YR 19y X122 DR KRN
NV297 WY NINPD 7’7NN NNRAD. We learn from here that you always
have to have a Plan B. Of course, you need to set yourself up for success
with Plan A, you should know how you want to do things, but there always
has to be a backup as well.

Yavan is spelled with the letters yud vav nun, and I was thinking that
these three letters are like vav vav vay, except that the yud s a little shorter
and the nun sofis is a little longer. In truth, with regard to the concept of
RIN TN RIN I RYTIP RNPIRY HRIW, a person has to know that there's
a balance - and it has to be an exact balance. Yavan puts emphasis only
on the guf and not on the neshamah or on the Torah. For Yavan, the vav
vav vav is not connected - this one’s too short, this one’s too long. When
you keep things in balance, the way they're supposed to be, then the vav
vav vav of Yisrael and Torah and Hakadosh Baruch Hu are indeed one.

This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is dedicated in memory of
MIRT OV 12 TIYON

whose yahrtzeit is on 1903 15
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