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Parshas
Toldos

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—

_—
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The Superpower of Klal Yisrael

—a’

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

Parshas Toldos starts with the account of how Yitzchak and Rivka were
childless after many years of marriage, so they davened to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu and He answered their tefillos: R0 17y 2 WK NNY ‘N7 PNy 10PN
019 any2. Chazal comment that Yitzchak and Rivka each davened in a
different corner of the room, and they explain that tefillah, like bringing a
korban, brings us close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Just as haza'ah is performed
for a korban on two opposite corners of the mizbeiach, in order to include
all four sides of the mizbeiach in coming close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
Yitzchak and Rivka davened in two corners of the room.

The passuk uses the word 1Dy to describe Hashem's answering their
tefillah, and the Midrash interprets this as a reference to a spade used
for digging. This can be compared, says the Midrash, to a prince who was
expelled from the palace but longs to return and see his father. By law,
however, he is barred from entry, and the guards block him from seeing
the king. To circumvent those barriers, the father digs a tunnel frominside
his throne room to get beneath the walls of the palace, while the son digs
from the outside. (Atirah, in Aramaic, has the same meaning as chatirah,
in Lashon Hakodesh, which means digging.) Eventually, father and son
meet up, and the king brings his son into his throne room through the
passageway they have dug together. Such is the power of tefillah.

What are the palace walls and the guards that block us from coming
close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu? That, the meforshim explain, is the Middas
Hadin, which blocks the path of our tefillos. We are desperate to reach Him,
however, and He is equally eager to meet us and bring us close to Him.
This is expressed with the term 9ny?), as a special expression for tefillah:
Hakadosh Baruch Hu finds a path underneath the palace gates to schlep
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us inside, so He can bring us close and fulfill our tefillos.
This is power we tap into every time we open a siddur.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu longs for our tefillos, and Rabbeinu Bachaye
explains that this is because He desires our good. What's good for us is to
meet with Hashem, and therefore Hashem is prepared to overcome the
Middas Hadin and give us that which we so desperately wish for.

Hands vs. Voice

From Yitzchak came Yaakov and Eisav, about whom the passuk says:
VY P DT 2pY? N Ypn. The Midrash observes that Eisav has power
only as long as he is standing beside a person. Only then is he able to
affect the person and even kill him — but if you go away from Eisav, he
cannot do anything to you. In contrast, Yaakov can be at one end of the
world, while needing a yeshuah at the other end of the world, and his voice
resonates all the way around the world.

Furthermore, the Midrash relates that the nations of the world
approached the philosopher Avnimus Hagardi and asked him, “Will we
ever be able to succeed in destroying or hurting Klal Yisrael?" He answered,
"Go and see Klal Yisrael. If you find them davening to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu the way they should be, then you will not be able to do anything to
them.” Why is this? Because our forefather Yitzchak promised us that as
long as our voice is the voice of Yaakov, in tefillah, Eisav's hands will have
No power over us.

We see from this Midrash that Yoy »1 0y10) 2pY? %1 Ypi is not just
a statement — it's a promise that as long as we maintain the voice of
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Yaakov, we will not be harmed by Eisav's hands.

The power of tefillah is given over to each and every one of us, but
we have to appreciate what tefillah is and accord it the proper reverence.
Tefillah has a proper time, and there should be a fixed place for davening;
even in the house, there should be one place where we daven. When we
daven, we should be dressed in a way that is befitting to stand before the
King. If we give tefillah the proper kavod, davening in the right time, the
right place, and the right attire, then we can tap into its incredible power.

Unlimited Power

Tefillah has always been the koach of Klal Yisrael, particularly on the part
of the women. Rochel Imeinu is famous for crying out to Hashem — 517
n32n, while Leah famously merited her yeshuah in life due to her tearful
prayers: M1 AR? *¥Y). Throughout the generations, this has been the
koach of both Jewish men and women.

The Gemara in Kesubos relates that the talmidim of R’ Yehuda Hanasi
davened for him when he was sick. Sadly, he passed away, but the talmidim
in the room said, “Don't let anyone know, for if people find out, then the
talmidim in the yeshiva will have to stop davening, but if we don't tell
anyone, then they will continue to daven.” Why should they continue
davening if Rebbi had already passed on?

The Shitah Mekubetzes answers that in truth, tefillah has the power
even to resurrect the dead. But halachah does not allow us to daven for
techiyas hameisim of an individual. We can and should daven for techiyas
hameisim, and Klal Yisrael will have techiyas hameisim in the future, but
we may not daven for an individual to be resurrected now. As long as
the talmidim of Rabbeinu Hakadosh would not know about his passing,
however, they could daven, and as long as they were davening, tefillah had
the power to cause techiyas hameisim.

I'was personally involved in the following story. There was a bochur in
yeshiva who was an outstanding boy with everything going for him: He

was a masmid, a mutzlach, a baal middos. He got engaged to a girl who
did not come from a distinguished family and didn't have much going for
her. How was she zocheh to such an incredible chosson? It was puzzling,
and I didn't understand it, but Hakadosh Baruch Hu is mezaveg zivugim,
and He decided that they should get married, without my understanding.

They got married and one Rosh Hashanah passed, and as the next Rosh
Hashanah approached, this husband approached me and said that he has
some tzedakah money, and he asked to whom he should give it. When
I asked him what sort of figure he was talking about, he said, “I have a
hundred shekel I want to give to tzedakah.”

"A yungerman of your stature?” I asked. “How do you have a hundred
shekel to give to tzedakah?”

So he told me the following. “My wife has a kabbalah from before we got
married to be mechaven in every single brachah in Shemoneh Esrei, and if
it ever happens that she’s not mechaven properly in a word of Shemoneh
Esrei, then she writes it down and gives five shekel to tzedakah. I have
one hundred shekel in my hands because in the past year, since last Rosh
Hashanah, twenty times in Shemoneh Esrei there was a word or two that
she wasn't mechaven.”

If this is the way you daven, it makes no difference if you're from a
humble background, and it makes no difference what kind of natural
talents and abilities you have. Tefillah has the koach to bring us every type
of hatzlachah in the world. You can get the best bochur in the yeshiva
through the power of tefillah.

This is the koach that Klal Yisrael is built on. Klal Yisrael exists only in
the zechus of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov — in the zechus of Avraham
722 DNaR DOV, in the zechus of Yitzchak davening Ymwxr N33, in the
zechus of Yaakov Avinu's 1py? % Ypn, in the zechus of the Imahos, of
Rochel and Leah.

May we be zocheh to tap into this power, and may Hakadosh Baruch
Hu answer all of our tefillos.

This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:

sevenstone
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