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s PARSHAPREVIEW
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
Chanukah which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— O —
Beyond the Boundaries
fP— L —_—

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

In this week’s parashah we read about Yosef Hatzaddik's tremendous
nisayon with the wife of Potiphar and his gevurah in withstanding that
nisayon, which created the foundation for the kedushah of Klal Yisrael.

The Gemara (Yoma 35b) famously teaches that Yosef obligates the
resha'im. If a rasha stands before the Heavenly Court and claims that he was
handsome, and his yetzer hara overpowered him with an uncontrollable
taavah, he is told, “You were no more handsome than Yosef, whom the
passuk describes as nxIn N9 RN NY."

This Gemara is difficult to understand, however. How could Yosef
Hatzaddik obligate the resha’'im? Elsewhere (Sotah 36b), the Gemara cites
an opinion that when Potiphar’s wife tried endlessly to entice him to sin,
Yosef eventually reached a point where he nearly succumbed, and only a
vision of his father's image empowered him to persevere.

Apparently, even Yosef Hatzaddik couldn't pass the nisayon on his
own! He was able to pass it only because he received a Heavenly vision of
Yaakov Avinu.If so, every other person, including the resha’im, could argue
that had they experienced a vision of, say, the mashgiach Rav Yerucham
appearing before them as they were about to transgress, they wouldn't
have transgressed either! Or even if an image of their father had appeared
tothem each time they wanted to sleep a little longer, they, too, wouldn't
have missed Zman Krias Shema!

Chazal's statement in Yoma s difficult to understand for another reason
as well. The Gemara teaches that Hillel obligates the poor, Rabbi Elazar
ben Charsum obligates the rich, and Yosef obligates the resha’im. But
how can we ordinary people be compared to these giants? Are we really
expected to measure up to Yosef Hatzaddik, or to Tanna'im like Hillel and
Rabbi Elazar ben Charsum? We have no inkling of the greatness of these
people! So how can they obligate us?

The Vision Comes from Merit

The sefer Achas Sha'alti offers a beautiful explanation, using each of
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these two questions to answer the other. Had Yosef Hatzaddik withstood
the nisayon completely on his own, then his example could not obligate
others. Yet even Yosef Hatzaddik needed to experience an almost
supernatural revelation in order to stand strong.

How did Yosef manage to persevere? He pushed himself to the limits
of his ability, and at the point when he used up every last ounce of
strength, and the nisayon was no longer in the realm of his control, that's
when Hakadosh Baruch Hu stepped in and granted him the revelation of
Yaakov Avinu that empowered him to withstand the nisayon. Yosef did
exhibit enormous strength in withstanding the nisayon, but he didn't do
it himself — he needed siyatta d'Shmaya.

Indeed, the Gemara (Succah 52b) teaches that a person’s yetzer hara
overwhelms him every day, and if not for Hashem's help, the person would
not be able to withstand the yetzer hara.

It's not only Yosef Hatzaddik who merits this help. We all do, even with
all the yetzer haras of modern technology, provided we push ourselves
to the limits and fight to withstand the yetzer hara as much as we can.
Yosef obligates the resha’im because his example teaches that when a
person does whatever is in his power to overcome his nisyonos, Hashem
will step in with siyatta d’Shmaya that is beyond nature and reveal to him
kochos he never knew he possessed.

Escaping the Yetzer Hara’s Stranglehold

How did Yosef fight against his yetzer hara? The Gemara (Bava Basra
109b) uses the words y1%72 vavaw: he belittled and mocked his yetzer
hara. The Gemara in Yoma describes how Potiphar’s wife went to great
lengths to entice him, changing her clothes morning and evening, bribing
him, and threatening him, and how Yosef consistently rebuffed her. On
the passuk: nvn? RYXR 29Y7 IR YNY N7 O DY 901 R 77272 70N
nny, the Gemara explains that had he lain with herin this world, he would
have been connected to her in Olam Haba as well.
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Apparently, Yosef employed the strategy of telling himself what would
happen to him if he were to succumb to the yetzer hara: he would have
remained chained to Potiphar’s wife in Olam Haba as well. He fought this
battle with his yetzer hara nonstop, until that fateful day: n1n ©wna *mn
1722 DY 1730 YWIRD YR PRYINIRYN MDY nnvan Xan. At that point, he
was stuck; he couldn't do it anymore. But even then he pushed himself to
the very limit, at which point he experienced the revelation of Yaakov Avinu’s
image in the window: 1912 1% MR PR HV NPT NNRL NYW INIRA.

Why in the window?

Yosef felt stuck, imprisoned in ahouse where sin beckoned unremittingly.
This is a common tactic of the yetzer hara: it gets a person stuck in a
situation of cheit, and then the person feels compelled to transgress.
The Mesillas Yesharim says in several places that the yetzer hara has the
power to place a person in a situation of cheit, where he feels stuck and
imprisoned -and, as we know, a prisoner is powerless to extricate himself
from his jail. He's sunk in the depths of cheit, with no way out.

How was Yosef extricated? Hashem showed him his father's image in
the window. Previously, he thought there was no way out, but suddenly,
he saw an opening, a hope. He had drawn on every ounce of strength he
possessed, and at that point Hashem granted him the revelation that
allowed him to free himself.

Therevelation Yosef experienced was an expression of the connection
he had strived to maintain with his father. Even in Mitzrayim, he had tried
to hold onto the ways of the Avos and remain connected to his roots. At
the time when he could no longer restrain himself, Hashem revealed that
connection to him through a Heavenly vision.

Similarly, when a Yid pushes himself to the outer boundaries of his
self-control, and even when he's in the depths of cheit he still searches
for ways to extricate himself and not give in, then Hashem shows him a
window, a way out, an opening through which to connect to the Avos.

That's why Yosef Hatzaddik obligates the resha’im.

The Chashmona’im Spurred Miracles

This idea is relevant to Chanukah as well. The Bach states in Hilchos
Chanukah that the Yevanim were able to impose harsh decrees on Klal
Yisrael because the Yidden were lax in their avodah, and only when the
Chashmonaim exhibited mesirus nefesh in their battle of the few against
the many, the weak against the strong, did Klal Yisrael merit miracles.

Rav Yerucham (Daas Chochmah U'Mussar 3) explains that mesirus nefesh
brings nissim. There's a pattern, a recipe: if a person wants to merit miracles,
says Rav Yerucham, he has to exhibit mesirus nefesh.

Is this some sort of sequlah? No. Miracles are not something from
outer space. The supernatural is built into Creation, except that when
Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the world, He created a boundary called
teva. In the realm of teva, the few generally cannot vanquish the many,
the weak generally cannot defeat the strong, and oil that is sufficient for
only one day cannot burn for eight days.

When a person pushes himself to the end of the constraints of teva,
then Hakadosh Baruch Hu causes those constraints to melt away, and the
person suddenly sees that there’s a whole new realm beyond teva, a realm
where the few can vanquish the many, the weak can defeat the strong,
and oil can go on burning for eight days. Built into teva is the ability to
transcend teva through mesirus nefesh.

We each have our own circumstances, our own nature, our own teva,
and often, we think we can’t make it; we're stuck. We only have to try,
however, and push ourselves until our outer limits, and then supernatural
kochos will be revealed. Sometimes, it's kochos within yourself, sometimes
it's the connection to outside help, but you are guaranteed that if you
push yourself, you'll have the siyatta d’'Shmaya to defeat the yetzer hara.

Thatis the lesson of mesirus nefesh that we learn from Yosef Hatzaddik
and from the Chashmonaim.

Gut Shabbos.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:
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