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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Vayeira Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
o o e
b
For Heaven’s Sake
_— o —

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznik shlita

Regarding the passuk: Xnn *15Ra 'n YR R, Rashi explains that
Hashem appeared to Avraham Avinu specifically on Mamrei's land because
Mamrei advised Avraham to perform bris milah.

The Midrash teaches that when Hakadosh Baruch Hu commanded
Avraham to do the milah, Avraham consulted with Aner, Eshkol, and Mamrei,
and Aner and Eshkol tried to dissuade him. Aner argued, “You're ninety-nine
years old! How can you do this?" Eshkol argued, “You're going to separate
yourself from the rest of the world.” But Mamrei told advised him to do it.

Why did Avraham consult with them at all? Once Hakadosh Baruch Hu
had commanded him to perform the milah, why did he seek their opinions?

The Maharal explains that he consulted with them because he had made
acovenant with them, as the passuk calls them n7axr 1772 °2va. Now that
Avraham is about to enter a bris with someone else — the Eibishter — he
had to speak it over with the members of his previous covenant. He was
not bound by their opinions; Hashem had commanded him after all, but
he did have to discuss the matter with them.

The Sfas Emes (Vayeira 5634) offers a remarkable insight regarding
Mamrei's advice to Avraham to do the milah:
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What was so impressive, asks the Sfas Emes, about Mamrei's advising
Avraham to do the bris milah — to the extent that he merited that Hashem
revealed Himself in his portion? What difference did it make to him? And
why were Aner and Eshkol opposed to Avraham'’s performing the bris milah?

They understood, says the Sfas Emes, that when Avraham would do the
milah and enter a covenant with Hashem, he and his children would create
a special bond with Hashem and be separated from all the nations, who
would then be sidelined. Aner and Eshkol were opposed to being pushed
aside, but Mamrei understood that is the way it has to be —if the Eibishter
wants the primary kevod Shamayim and avodas Hashem to come about
through Avraham and his descendants, then so be it. He was mevater on
his kavod, advising Avraham to enter the bris with Hashem even though
this effectively meant that he would be left behind because of it.

Yet it was specifically Mamrei's acceptance of this richuk that resulted
in his being drawn closer to Hashem, Who revealed Himself on Mamrei's
land. He was willing to accept the position Hashem had designated for him,
and he therefore gained a closer connection to the Shechinah.

The Sfas Emes adds that thisis alesson to every Yid: I have to be mevatel
myself to the klal, realizing that it's not all about me and resolving in my
mind that if more kevod Shamayim will be brought about through someone
else, then that's fine — I'll be the more distant one.

A person who is willing to diminish his own honor for the sake of
increasing kevod Shamayim will always find a place, concludes the Sfas
Emes. And he'll have a connection to that kavod as well.
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We'’re All in This Together

This idea can be learned from an incident in the Gemara (Sotah 40) as
well. In discussing the humility of R" Avahu, the Gemara relates that R’
Avahu was the rosh yeshiva, and when he would give a derashah, another
amora would act as his meturgeman, repeating the derashah aloud to the
public. Once, the wife of the meturgeman met the wife of R” Avahu, and
she told her, “My husband does not need your husband at all. He's just
as great a talmid chacham as your husband, if not greater. The reason he
bends over and listens to him in order to repeat his divrei Torah is just to
show respect to your hushand.”

Distressed by these words, Rebbetzin Avahu repeated them to her
husband. “Listen to what the family of the meturgeman is saying about
you!” she lamented.

“What do you care?” R" Avahu replied. “Through me or through him,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will be praised — nxY» 05pn> nv1m1 2m.”

What difference does it make, R" Avahu was saying, if I'm the rosh
yeshiva and he's the meturgeman, or he’s the rosh yeshiva and I'm the
meturgeman? It doesn’t matter who's greater, and who's doing what —
the main thing is that divrei Torah are being transmitted to the public,
resulting in kevod Shamayim.

The root of this attitude is found in Mamrei. “If the Eibishter wants
that Avraham and his descendants should be special, and we should be
distanced, in order to bring out kevod Shamayim in the world, then so be
it." And through that he merited gilui Shechinah.

Human nature is to always want to have the kavod for ourselves. But
what happens when you don't get the shteller you want? You're not the
rosh yeshiva; you're not zocheh to a seat on the mizrach vant. Or someone
else got the better aliyah, or was lauded for some good deed that you
had a hand in. What difference does it make? As long as you had a part
in it, who cares?

The Imahos Step Back

This concept also sheds light on how the Imahos were zocheh to children
through giving their maidservants to their husbands. The childless Sarah
told Avraham: n3nn M2 *2IR MNAY YR R K2 NTHN ‘N O1IRY R NI,
expressing that through her giving Hagar to Avraham as a co-wife and
tzarah, she herself would merit children —which is indeed what happened.

Similarly, when Rachel had no children, she gave Bilhah to Yaakov, as she
said: N3N MR D) MIR) 7272 HY THN) PR K3 NN NNR N3N IARM).

Rashi explains that Rachel asked Yaakov, “Why can't you give me
children? True, you already have children from another wife, but look at
your grandfather Avraham — he had children from Hagar, yet he still had
children from Sarah as well."

“How can you compare?” Yaakov responded. “Sarah brought a tzarah
into her house, giving Hagar to Avraham!”

"If that's what it takes,” said Rachel, “then I'll give you Bilhah."
That was indeed the zechus for Rachel to have children.

Similarly, when Leah gave birth to Yissachar, she said: »12% g% M
VW MY RIPM WIRY MNaY 'nm IWR. What was her zechus to have
another child? It was her giving of Zilpah to Yaakov.

Why is turning a maidservant into a tzarah a zechus to have children?

According to the above insight, we can explain that Sarah knew that
the Klal Yisrael would be built from Avraham Avinu, and she wanted to
be the mother of Klal Yisrael and share his descendants. Yet for whatever
reason, Heaven prevented her from bearing children, and eventually, she
concluded that perhaps Avraham'’s children were not meant to come
through her. She therefore gave Hagar to Avraham, while accepting that
she would not be the mother of Avraham'’s children, and would be distanced
from Klal Yisrael, who would come from him. She adopted the attitude
of NRYY vHpry M *»n: I'll be the distant one, and my tzarah, Hagar,
will be the close one. The main thing is that Avraham Avinu should have
children, and kevod Shamayim should increase. It's not about me, it's
about the kevod Shamayim.

Precisely with that richuk Sarah was zocheh to come close, and have
children, and the same was true of Rachel and Leah.

We have to remember this teaching of R Avahu whenever we feel
we're not being recognized, or if someone else lands a more prestigious
position. If that's going to bring about kevod Shamayim, then who cares
who's at the head?

When a personinternalizes this, and is willing to accept a less prominent
role for the sake of increasing kevod Shamayim, then through that he is
drawn closer to Hashem.

Gut Shabbos.
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