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Parashas
Eikev

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

)

Appreciation in Hindsight

¢

}

Harav Hagaon Binyamin Cohen Shlita

In this week’s parashah the Torah says:72°770 9WR 7770 Y2 NR RN
927932 MY DYIIR N PPYR ‘N -remember the entire journey on which
Hakadosh Baruch Hu led you during the forty years in the Midbar. Why
does the Torah deem it important for us to remember this journey?

I'd like to share with you three approaches from the Rishonim. The
Ramban explains that a Yid should realize that when a person does a
mitzvah he merits “tovah sheleimah,” complete good - he'll have everything
he needs and he won't be abandoned by Hashem. In the Midbar, when
Klal Yisrael followed Hakadosh Baruch Hu and did what He commanded
them to do, He took care of them, giving them mann and everything they
needed. Similarly, whenever a person follows Hashem’'s commandments
he will be zocheh to complete good, and Hashem will take care of him.
This is what the passuk is conveying to us in instructing us to recall the
forty years in the Midbar, says the Ramban.

A second approach is that of the Rosh, the Daas Zekeinim Mibaalei
Hatosafsos, and the Chizkuni. This passuk, they explain, is a continuation
of the end of the previous perek, in which the Torah commands Klal Yisrael
to destroy the avodah zarah they would find in Eretz Yisrael upon their
arrival. The Torah cautions Klal Yisrael not to covet the silver and gold of
these idols — 0’2y 201 92 THAND X5 - but rather to destroy them. To
helpKlal Yisrael uproot the desire for silver and gold, the Torah urges them
toremember the forty years in the Midbar when they were showered with
good and did not need any silver or gold. Trust in Hashem, the passuk is
telling them, and you'll have a very happy, good life without gold and silver.

Athird approach is offered by Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuvah 3:17),
who counts this passuk as a mitzvas asei to remember and reflect upon
Hashem's kindness to us during our forty years in the Midbar as well as
during the lifetime of each and every person. Human nature is to forget

1Py NVIal6

the good things Hashem does for us. The bad things, we remember, but we
have to remind ourselves of the good things. Rabbeinu Yonah's words are:
DNA 1NANM PTON N7 - not only to remember Hashem's kindness, but
to take the time to think about it. When a person looks back, in retrospect,
at the chain of events in his lifetime —all his masa‘os throughout life — he'll
realize what tremendous chessed Hakadosh Baruch Hu has done for him.
This is the mitzvah of 7770 92 NX P7N.

In Parashas Ki Sisa, Moshe Rabbeinu asks Hakadosh Baruch Hu, %70
7722 NR R1-Iwant to see Your glory. Hakadosh Baruch Hu responds, &>

alive. But then he adds, 187 XY 2193 InR n& &7 - you'll be able to see
My back. Rashi cites the Gemara’s teaching (Berachos 7) that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu showed Moshe Rabbeinu the kesher of His tefillin shel rosh - the
back of the head, as it were.

The Chasam Sofer’s Salvation

The Chasam Sofer offers a different explanation of the words nx nx
IR KD 2393 »INR, based on a story that happened in his life. The story is
brought down in the sefer Chut Hameshulash; the details I am recounting
may not be exactly accurate, but this is the gist of the story.

During the time of Napoleon, there was a war between the French and
the Germans in Pressburg, where the Chasam Sofer lived. Two Jews from
the region hired peasants to go to the battlefield and collect the weapons,
which the Jews would then sell to the Germans. These two Yidden had a
bit of a machlokes over how to divide the profits of this business, so they
approached the Chasam Sofer for a psak.

Shortly afterwards these two Yidden were apprehended by the French
authorities for selling ammunition to the Germans, and the authorities
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discovered the paper with a psak from the Chasam Sofer. They took this
to mean that the Chasam Sofer had been involved in this treasonous act
of selling ammunition to the Germans, so he was summoned to court.

The Chasam Sofer was very frightened, as he was being accused of
a serious crime. When he appeared in court, he explained that he was a
rabbi and had simply been asked how two Jews should split the profits
of their business; he didn't even know what their line of business was! He
emphasized that he was very loyal to the government.

In response, the judge said, “Don’'t you remember me? Don't worry,
I know that you're an honest person, and I look up to you very highly.
You're pardoned.”

It was a miracle!

How did this judge know the Chasam Sofer? When the Chasam Sofer
had studied under his rebbi, Rav Nosson Adler, in Frankfurt, there was
a wedding hall across the street from the yeshiva. One day, there was a
wedding going on and the noise was disturbing the people in the beis
midrash, so the Chasam Sofer was sent to tell the celebrants to stop
making so much noise. There are various versions of what happened at
that point - they hurt the Chasam Sofer, or they stopped him - but in the
end the new couple died that night.

This caused an uproar in the city, and Rav Nosson Adler was accused
of causing the deaths of the couple. Eventually, he had to leave the city
of Frankfurt. During this uproar, Rav Nosson Adler told the Chasam Sofer
to leave the city and go learn in a different town. When he arrived in the
othertown, there was a non-Jewish French student staying there who was
interested in learning German, and the Chasam Sofer taught him German.
They also conversed about intellectual matters, and this student was very

1Py NwIa 17

impressed with the Chasam Sofer.

This student eventually became a judge, and he was the judge who
pardoned the Chasam Sofer.

After that experience, the Chasam Sofer said that he now realizes
why Hakadosh Baruch Hu had sent him, in his youth, away from his rebbi
and away from the yeshiva. He had to go learn in that town in order to
meet that non-Jew who would eventually be the judge who would save
his life. That, he said, is what is meant by the passuk. Initially, we can't
see Hashem — 387 XY 1191, But»3n® n& n°&7) — when we look back, we
are able to perceive Hakadosh Baruch Hu's involvement in our lives in
hindsight. When we review the sequence of events that brought us to
where we are, we can understand why this happened, why that happened,
and why that didn’t happen.

Rabbeinu Yonah concludes: oTRN ®92) 198N MYYNN NI —man
was created to fulfill this mitzvah of ona jmanm »7on 11757, to remember
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's chassadim and contemplate them. The reason
why we were created is so that we should live with gratitude and with the
recognition of how good Hakadosh Baruch Hu is to us. At times we don't
see the good, and we don't understand the purpose of what is happening,
but afterwards we can see Hashem’s Hashgachah and appreciate it. That
is the mitzvah of MY DY2aIR NI PFOR ‘N 72990 MWK 7770 Y2 NR 1IN
72712 - to remember the forty years, all the forty-two masa’os, all the
stops and all the starts.

In everything that happens to us, we should look for the chassadim
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu and reflect upon them, and through that we'll
be zocheh to come closer to Him and fulfill the purpose of our creation.

Gut Shabbos.
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