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Parashas
o Shoftim / Elul

S9ARSH APREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks'
Parsha Preview which can be heard live every

Wednesday at 2:15 PM

The Court of Mind

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

Parashas Shoftim starts with the mitzvah
to appoint shoftim, who are the dayanim,
and shotrim, who are the officers that carry
out the judgment of the dayanim. The Ohr
Hachaim cites the Pesikta’'s statement that
D09IY PN DMIDIY 'R ON D09IY ¥Y DMIDIY w1 ON
— there must be shotrim in order for there to
be shoftim. The Ohr Hachaim is apparently
wondering why the need for shotrim is
mentioned here. The requirements of
appointing shoftim and shotrim constitute
two separate mitzvos. The role of the
shoftim, the dayanim, is to determine the
correct psak and issue a proper verdict,
according to daas Torah, regarding the
question at hand, and the role of the shotrim
is to enforce that verdict, which is a separate
mitzvah. Parashas Shoftim deals with issues
related to judgment, as we see that the Torah
goes on to prohibit bribery. Why, then, is the
mitzvah to appoint shotrim brought in here
as well?

The Pesikta’'s statement regarding
the necessity of shotrim conveys that
the existence of shoftim depends on the
existence of shotrim, who can execute their
judgments.The Ohr Hachaim adds achiddush
I’halachah, saying that if it would happen
that the shotrim would be powerless, such
as in a situation where Klal Yisrael are not
listening to the shotrim because they have
no clout and no one takes them seriously,
then there would be no obligation to appoint

DDOIY NWD |4

shoftim, because the shoftim depend on the
shotrim.

This is difficult to understand.

Obviously, it helps to have shotrim who
will execute the words of the shoftim, and
obviously, there will be some people who
might not be inclined to listen and will need
the shotrim to enforce the verdict. But there
are also people who are obedient and will
heed the judgment of the shoftim without
the need for enforcement by the shotrim.
Why, then, is the mitzvah to appoint shoftim
contingent upon the mitzvah to appoint
shotrim? Why can’t we just appoint shoftim
and have them issue judgments, at least
for those members of Klal Yisrael who don’t
require the enforcement of the shotrim?

From the fact that the Torah links the
shoftim and shotrim, it would seem that
the existence of the shotrim, who enforce
the din, is a crucial element in the shoftim’s
process of arriving at a psak. In order to
reach a correct verdict, the shoftim have to
invest great effort and examine all sides of
the issue, and their ability to carry out this
process properly and arrive at a just verdict
hinges on their knowledge that this verdict
will be executed. If the shoftim are unsure
that their psak will be enforced, then they will
not have the inner strength to work through
the issue and determine the correct verdict.
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If so, the enforcement of the shotrimis not an
independent step in the judgment; it actually
impacts the first step of the judgment, in
which the shoftim deliberate and arrive at a
verdict.

Your Personal Justice System
Perhaps we can draw a lesson from here
that relates to our avodah during the month
of Elul.

The Shelah notes that Parashas Shoftim
and the next parashah, Ki Seitzei, allude to
our battle with the yetzer hara. Besides the
shoftim and shotrim that we must appoint in
the court system, every person must have a
courtin his own life, with shoftim and shotrim.
What is this personal court system? It's the
idea of making a cheshbon hanefesh, which
is similar to the judgment of the shoftim.

Regarding the mitzvah to appoint shoftim
and shotrim, the Midrash teaches, T w» DX
n7un7 DT WY nbn7 T PR OX N7YNR7 T PR NonY,
and the baalei mussar interpret this to mean
that if a person makes a din v'cheshbon in
his own life, then there is no need for Hashem
to bring the middas hadin upon him — and
vice versa. The purpose of the middas hadin,
which metes out judgment or punishment
upon a person, is not to hurt the person,
but rather to get him back on track. We get
distracted, and we lose focus of where we're
supposed to be going, and by performing
cheshbon hanefesh, we regain clarity and
focus. By bringing that din upon ourselves,
we spare ourselves the need for Heavenly
judgment.

We know that Elul is a time of cheshbon;in
fact, R' Eliezer Moshe Hurvitz, in his hagahos
on Bava Basra 78b, calls Elul the “Zman
Hacheshbon.” But many of us find it difficult
to make a cheshbon hanefesh, and | believe
that the words of the Ohr Hachaim and the
Pesikta at the beginning of this parashah
shed light on why it’s so difficult.

Elul is a time of immense opportunity; it's
a time of rachamim and siyatta d’'Shmaya,
when a person can gain focus, but many of
us approach Elul with dread and despair.
Perhaps this is because we are afraid to sit
in judgment, as shoftim, without shotrim to
carry out that judgment. What's the use of
taking inventory of our lives, we reason, if
we're not going to be able to implement real
change? So often, when we attempt to make
seder in our life, we become overwhelmed by
the sheer volume of what needs to be fixed,
and by the feeling that we don’t have the
ability to make those changes. In other words,
we lack shotrim, and since shoftim depend
on shotrim, what's the use of attempting to
make a cheshbon and take inventory, when
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we don’'t have the tools to implement the
judgment we're about to make?

This is, perhaps, one of the greatest
impediments and hurdles we encounter
during this time, but | would like to suggest
that there is a mistaken assumption here. The
cheshbon hanefesh we perform in our own
life is not exactly parallel to the court system,
in which there is no purpose in rendering a
judgment unless there are shotrim to enforce
it. For us as individuals, the cheshbon itself
yields major fruit, because the lack of
cheshbon is itself the problem!

Can We be Like Malachim?

In this regard, | would like to quote from
the Ramchal’'s Sefer Eitz Chaim, which is
printed at the end of practically every edition
of the Mesillas Yesharim. Rav Yerucham, in
several places, quotes from Sefer Eitz Chaim
and notes that it highlights one of the yetzer
hara’s strongest forms of ammunition, as it
says:

XN NIAN N7NIAI NAYIN NFTNR NARD Ny
,AUITIN [INDND XN 1197 NNWIN U700 12T PRIE,RTI
N7 DTNN 2 17 7Y NTNIYE N2NY YT AN ONI
DNY7X 27 IXMN 179X 10 K7 IR .071V7 DWRDIN 1D

.D1DN7N1 D7IY 11'RY N> D7V D71WI

Just knowing the reality, the Ramchal
is saying, strengthens the neshamah and
distances the yetzer hara, and there is
nothing that weakens the neshamah before
the yetzer hara as much as lack of clarity and
knowledge. If that clarity and knowledge of
reality were present and central in people’s
hearts, they would never sin; the yetzer hara
wouldn’t be able to approach them, just as it
has no power over the malachim.

We think that the reason the malachim
don’t sin is that they are not baalei bechirah,
but the Ramchal is teaching that it's because
they possess such intense clarity of the
reality that they are never distracted from
what they are supposed to be doing, and
they never lose focus of the correct path.
Therefore, the yetzer hara has no power over
them.

The Ramchal is conveying a profound
insight, which is that clarity is a goal in and
of itself. In Sefer Eitz Chaim, he goes on to
elaborate on how a person should perform a
cheshbon hanefesh and start makign seder
in his life, by thinking about what brings him
closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

At the beginning of Mesillas Yesharim,
the Ramchal explains that everything in the
world can be divided into things that bring a
person closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
things that distance a person from Him, and
a person is supposed to contemplate what
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effect the various elements in his life have on
him in this regard. Does this friend draw him
closer to Haokadosh Baruch Hu, or distance
him from Hakadosh Baruch Hu? What about
this shiur, or that shul? This middah, and that
middah? A person should also seek out role
models and tzaddikim and see what they
have done that caused Hakadosh Baruch Hu
to desire them.

Making this type of cheshbon is an end
for itself, and when a person does this, he
leaves the yetzer hara no entrance path into
his life, because he is in a state of clarity.

Many people wonder what is the point of
Elul and its avodah, considering that the rest
of the year we cannot maintain that level.
We can compare this to the experience of
bachurim who come to learn in Eretz Yisrael.
Often, the growth and change they undergo
during this time far overshadows that of the
preceding years. What is so special about
this experience? One answer is that they
are in an atmosphere of focus. Every bachur
knows that he is coming to Eretz Yisrael to
establish seder n his life, and that focus itself
sparks tremendous growth, enabling him to
soak in and absorb all that his surroundings
have to offer.

We do the same in Elul — not for one day
or two days, but for 30 or 40 days. This is the
very purpose of Elul, and this is perhaps the
key to overcoming our yetzer hara.

YESHIVAS MIR YERUSHALAYIM

Be Your Own Shoter

We began by quoting the Pesikta cited by
the Ohr Hachaim, which states that shoftim
cannot exist without shotrim. The Ohr
Hachaim himself concludes that although it
is pointless to appoint shoftim if the shotrim
are powerless, there is one exception: if the
shofet is so well-respected that when he
issues his verdict, everyone obeys. In that
case, you must appoint a shofet even if there
are no shotrim, because the shofet himself is
the shoter.

Perhaps this is an answer to the yetzer
hara who comes and tells us that there's no
use making a cheshbon hanefesh, because
there is still so much we will need to do even
after taking inventory, and we lack the tools
to truly implement the necessary changes.
The real problem, and the real reason we fell
prey to the yetzer hara much of the year, is
that we lived so much of the year without
clarity. If that daas is not central in our life,
then we don’t make seder in our life, but if we
do have that daas and we make seder, then
the shofet itself becomes the shoter, and the
cheshbon itself automatically brings about
change in our life. That's because the clarity
of perspective, and the focus of where we're
supposed to be, is itself the goal, and the
catalyst for change.

We should all be mis’chazek and have a
mora’dik Elul.

Gut Shabbos.

With the participation of
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