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Yamim PARSHAPREVIEW
Nora’im Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
A o —
<« »
The “Poor” New Year
[ o —

Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant Shlita

The word reishis, in the passuk N1Y mINR TYI MYD MY, is
spelled without an alef, and the Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 16b) expound
the word to mean not only “beginning” but also “poor” n1w 93 :(v)
19102 NIVYNN NNYNN2 NWIY - every year that is “poor” at the
beginning becomes wealthy at the end. Rashi explains that “poor,”
in this context, means a person who nullifies himself like a pauper.

Generally, this is understood to mean that Rosh Hashanah, which
is the beginning of the year, is a time when a person should break
himself through teshuvah, becoming “poor” in that sense. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu always wants a broken heart - XY DpY® N7 92%) 17
nan - and the more a person subdues himself and shows that he
wants to do the right thing, the more brachah he brings upon himself.
That's certainly the simple meaning of Chazal’s words.

The Sfas Emes adds another layer of depth to this drashah of Chazal,
however, explaining that the “poverty” referred to here is not merely
a reference to a person breaking himself through teshuvah.

At the beginning of Parshas Ki Savo, the Torah commands us to
bring bikkurim, and Chazal say that Moshe Rabbeinu told Hashem, “As
long as there's a Beis Hamikdash, Klal Yisrael will bring bikkurim, but
what's going to happen after the Beis Hamikdash is destroyed and
they can no longer bring bikkurim?" Hakadosh Baruch Hu responded
that then, there will be tefillah — Shacharis, Minchah, and Maariv -
which correspond to three references to bowing down that appear
in the mizmor of 1YY ‘N 119% 12721 NP1 MNPV IN2 :N137) 17

How are bowing down and tefillah a replacement for bikkurim?

The sefarim explain that the mitzvah of bikkurim involves a unique
requirement: that of bowing down, as the passuk says: nmnwn. We
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don’t find this requirement with regard to any other mitzvah. Why
does the mitzvah of bikkurim require bowing down?

A person brings bikkurim after he has worked a whole year in his
field, planting, nurturing, and cultivating his crops. Finally, he has
produce to show for himself. And the very first fruits that emerge
- the culmination of his efforts of the entire year - he brings to
Hashem. For a person to make this declaration that “No, this is not
me, it's Hakadosh Baruch Hu" is an act of total hisbatlus and reflects
arecognition that everything is from Him.

When a person does nnnnwi, he prostrates himself in a physical
demonstration of hachna'ah that mirrors the verbal hachna'ah of
his declaration that the first of his produce is not his, but Hakadosh
Baruch Hu's.

The Substitute for the Bikkurim

Moshe Rabbeinu was concerned that this phenomenal mitzvah could
be performed only when the Beis Hamikdash stood, and worried what
would happen after its destruction. Hashem answered that tefillah,
which is an act of hisbatlus and bowing down - nY721) MNRY) X2

NYY ‘0 29% N2723- would substitute for the bikkurim.

This, says the Sfas Emes, explains why the times for the three
tefillos begin at specific periods of the day: the beginning of the day,
the beginning of the afternoon, and the beginning of the night. All
these times are reishis, and at each of these times we declare that we
do not attribute anything to our own efforts; rather, we give credit to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu - just as we did with the bikkurim.

The Sfas Emes is teaching that whenever there is a reishis, a person
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should state, without delay, that what he has is really Hakadosh Baruch
Hu's. That's the ultimate nnwn, the ultimate act of humbling
ourselves and being mevatel ourselves to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and
that's the source of brachah.

It's no coincidence, then, that the drashah of nnYnna nww N1w Y
nooa nwynn is derived from the passuk that refers to reishis: nwan
n1vn. Whenever you get a new start or a new opportunity - one that
you may have worked for, and that perhaps you think you earned
through your own efforts or deserve — that's when you have to make
yourself “poor.” Every reishis requires n”1innwn), and the result of
that is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives brachah: 7Wx 73781 R22n W8
1273 TYR 90 N2 AR A7,

When Chazal teach that a year that is poor in the beginning is
wealthy in the end, they are not merely referring to the concept of
breaking oneself because of the Yom Hadin. They are conveying that
whenever there's a new beginning and a person says, “I'm not taking

it for myself, I'm attributing it to Hakadosh Baruch Hu because I
understand that it came from Him" - that's the type of poverty that
brings wealth.

The source of brachah lies in the n»y1nnw, and it's therefore very
appropriate that the pinnacle of the Yamim Noraim, which is Yom
Kippur, involves numerous nininnwin. Once a year, Klal Yisrael bows
to the ground upon hearing the Shem Hashem, and Rav Levi Yitzchak
of Berdichev explains that this reflects the idea that on Yom Kippur
a person is utterly mevatel himself to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

On Rosh Hashanah, when the new year blossoms, we immediately
declare that nothing is from ourselves and everything is from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, a declaration that culminates with the n»1npwn) of Yom
Kippur.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should grant us the ability to have a new
start, and to understand that it comes from Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
the Source of all continued brachah.

Kesivah v'’chasimah tovah and a gut gebenscht yahr.

You now have a chance to make a real difference.
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in the past two years, or you

are a current donor, you can now make a really big difference in the budget of the

yeshiva. A group of benefactors has offered to double - above and beyond what

they already give - any donation from donors who have not contributed in the
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past two years, or current donors who have increased their annual commitment.

As the yeshiva has experienced significant growth recently, it has become

necessary to expand its donor base. Now, for a limited time, your donation will fill
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this vital need and will motivate others to do the same. Please contribute today.
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