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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
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Seeing the Hidden

—

Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagshal shlita

This week, instead of speaking about the parashah, as we usually do, I
would like to share something that I learned from the tefillos of the yamim
tovim of Tishrei. This is not really out of place, because as soon as these
yamim tovim were over we begin the season of geshem, first by saying
DWIN T NN wn and shortly thereafter by asking 9vm v M.

The reason why we ask for rain at this time of the year is, obviously,
that this is the time when the earth needs rain in order to produce good
fruits. But the concept of geshem is really a continuation of the yamim
tovim of Tishrei, because, as Rashi teaches in Parashas Bereishis, the earth
holds within it the potential to produce fruits, but in order for it to do that
it needs siyatta d’Shmaya. That help from Above comes in the form of
rain, which helps the fruits emerge from the earth, Y»19n 9% nann. The
concept of rain, then, represents the help from Heaven that brings forth
the earth’s potential. Similarly, throughout the yamim tovim of Tishrei,
with our avodah and tefillos we planted the seeds for the entire year, and
now we need those seeds to grow and emerge Y90 YR Nann —we need
to awaken the siyatta d’Shmaya, the spiritual “geshem,” to help us realize
that potential and bring forth those “fruits.”

With this in mind, I would like to share an insight into the tefillos of
the yamim nora'im.

Testing Our Hearts — Good or Bad?

In the tefillos and piyutim of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we
emphasize both the middas hadin of Hakadosh Baruch Hu as well as the
middas harachamim. We mention the middas hadin to make us recognize
the severity of the din and get us scared, and the middas harachamim is
what we rely on to be zocheh in din. For example, in the piyut that begins
with the words 17 3719 Y% we find both aspects. The words that follow —
172 MpPmy 191917 DY maad jmab —emphasize the middas hadin, as
they convey that Hakadosh Baruch Hu examines our hearts and reveals our
depths. If Hashemis really looking into the depth of our hearts, who can say

mnwial3

that his heart is pure enough to pass Hakadosh Baruch Hu's examination?
Later in the piyut we say 12 mno1 NaxY, expressing that Hashem looks
at all our hidden, secret things. Who's not scared when he knows that all
his secrets are revealed before Hakadosh Baruch Hu? These ideas would
seem to be coming to create fear and remind us of the middas hadin.

Onthe other hand, elsewhere in that same piyut — in most of the piyut,
actually — we emphasize the middas harachamim: for instance, p>m5
PYYN HMNY ;TON NWIN.

I noticed something interesting, however. During the hakafos of Simchas
Torah, we say: R nMPHYRN M121Y M RI NYWIN MMIN POR. Now, we
would expect that when we ask Hashem to save us and grant us success,
we would emphasize His middas harachamim. But maa5 ym3, as we noted,
would seem to be a manifestation of middas hadin, so how can we say
that in the zechus of Hashem examining our hearts, He should grant us
success? We would think that in order for us to ask Hashem xa nr»oxn, we
should ask Him not to look so carefully at our hearts and not to examine
how altruistic our motives are, but rather to look only at our good deeds!
In what way is m122% yma a zechus for success?

We see from here, I think, that m1aa5 yma is indeed a manifestation
of Hashem’s middas harachamim, not middas hadin. And that's because
in the pnimiyus of every Yid, deep down in his heart he wishes to come
close to Hashem and do what Hashem wants, as the Rambam teaches in
Hilchos Geirushin. But there are many layers covering that heart, layers
of yetzer hara that prevent him from doing what he really wants deep
down. Although at times we see Yidden who are not behaving properly,
that doesn’t mean that the core of a Yid is ever bad. Accordingly, when
we say, during the hakafos, X3 nrrYxn Maav M3, we are expressing to
Hashem that even if externally not everything we did was good, He should
be maa% yma and look deeply into the core of our hearts, where He'll
see purity and a desire to be close to Him. And in that zechus, R nmoxn.
That's middas harachamim.
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This, I believe, sheds light on the piyut of 17 71 YpY: it means that
Hashem is like our lawyer, the advocate who comes to help us in our
judgment. Just as most of the descriptions in that piyut are about middas
harachamim — ywyn 999, etc. — the descriptions of N1 ,m121% M2
mpmy,and MmN n,oX too, are references to middas harachamim, for we
are saying that Hashem penetrates through the layers that cover our heart
and looks straight into the depths of our heart, which is pure. When we say
that Hashem looks at our hidden secrets, it doesn't necessarily mean our
bad hidden things. Often, we see a person who's acting improperly, and
might even look like a total rasha, but who knows the manoa? Who knows
what he went throughiin his life, what kind of family he came from, and what
caused him to reach this low madreigah where he seems to be doing such
bad things? The fact that Hashem gazes at these hidden secretsis also a
function of middas harachamim, for he doesn't just look at a person’s bad
actions — he also looks into the depths of what's causing those actions
and what happened to him that prompted him to act this way. While these
considerations do not exempt a person of accountability for his actions,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, in His rachamim, doesn't just look at the act, but He
considers what's behind it as well. Accordingly, all of the descriptions in
the piyut of 17 771 Hp% are coming to evoke middas harachamim.

When You Are the Judge

This idea has practical ramifications as well, as reflected in the following
story, which I saw in the sefer Eitzos V'hadrachos Chelek Bais by Rav Yankel
Greenwald Shlita. Toward the end of Rav Shach’s life, when he was already
very weak, members of the hanhallah of a certain yeshiva came to ask him
what to do about a bachur in the yeshiva who was doing very bad things.
The hanhallah members had already met and decided that there was no
choice but to expel him from yeshiva, but before taking that major step
they decided to consult with Rav Shach, just to make sure. After they
described his behavior, Rav Shach asked, “What is the shalom bayis like in
his home?” They looked at each other and said, “We don't know, but what
does this have to do with shalom bayis? We're talking about a boy who did
all these terrible things!”

“What is the parnassah situation in his house?” Rav Shach continued.

Again, they looked at each otherand responded that they didn't know.
“But what does parnassah have to do with anything?” they wondered.
“We're not coming to collect money!”

"What type of kids live in his neighborhood?” Rav Shach then asked.
“Who is he hanging around with when he’s home from yeshiva?”

The hanhallah members did not know the answer to that question, either.

“You want to send this boy away from yeshiva and you have no idea
what's going on in his life?" Rav Shach asked.

They left feeling distinctly uncomfortable.

A gadol like Rav Shach knows how to emulate the ways of Hashem,
and doesn't just look at a person's external actions, but is nyIno1 A,
probing what's behind those actions. The end of the story was that the
hanhallah members went back and checked out the three things Rav
Shach had mentioned, and sure enough the shalom bayis in the boy's
home was terrible — his parents were in middle of a bitter divorce. There
was no parnassah, either, and the boy had some neighbors that he hung
around with when he didn't have yeshiva who were a bad influence on him.

This is similar to what Hakadosh Baruch Hu does, and this is how the
middas harachamim is evident through mpmy n5n, ,maa> yma and
MINDI N,

We are commanded to follow Hakadosh Baruch Hu's ways — na%m
13772 —and now that we're starting the winter, which is the time to bring
everything that we learned from the yamim nora’im 5»1an 9® nann, this
is definitely something we should bear in mind: not just to judge on the
basis of what we see, but to know that there’s a lot more deep down in
the levavos, in the amukos, in the nistaros, that we don't know about and
that can cause people to act in a certain way. If we follow Hashem's ways
in this area, our whole approach would certainly be much different.

We should be zocheh that all the seeds that we planted during the
yamim nora’'im should produce beautiful, sweet fruits during the entire
year ahead of us.

In light of the seriousness of the medical condition

of our beloved Mashgiach Hagaon Harav

RY AN 12 TIT R

we are asking all alumni and friends of the Yeshiva

to join with us in storming the heavens with increased
Torah and Tefillah

and in the zechus of the Limud Hatorah and Tefillas Rabim

may HKBH send him a refuah shelaima,
besoch she'ar cholei amo Yisroel

N nwial4
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