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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Nasso Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
P o —
) e e
Uplifted by the Nesi’'im
[ o —

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznik Shlita

Parashas Nasso contains the parashah of the korbanos hanesi‘im, which
is a truly amazing parashah, one that is actually the longest perek in the
whole Torah — 89 pesukim. The Torah details the offerings that each nasi
brought for the chanukas hamizbei'ach, specifying each aspect of the
korban: the ke'aras kesef and the mizrak with the menachos in them, the
kaf achas asarah zahav full of ketores; the olah, the chatas, the shelamim;
the par, the ayil, the keves, and so on - for each nasi again.

The Ramban explains that the reason these offerings were repeatedin
detail was in order to give honor to each nasiindividually. I'd like to highlight
several points that we can learn from the parashah of the korbanos hanesi‘im.

First, this parashah is really the end of a long story, one that began when
Klal Yisrael were asked to donate materials to the Mishkan. The Torah tells
us, in Parashas Vayakhel, that Klal Yisrael brought all of the necessary
materials, and that the nesiim brought the avnei shoham and the avnei
miluim: 1Yn?) TIORY DRFZNAN 212X NR) DOYD 7128 DR INID DRI

Rashi there notes that the nesi’im donated last to the Mishkan, but gave
the first offering during the chanukas hamizbei‘ach. He cites the famous
Midrash that relates that when Klal Yisrael were asked for donations to the
Mishkan, the nesi'im said they would wait until after Klal Yisrael finished
bringing their donations and would then fill in what was missing. But
then, when Klal Yisrael brought everything and all that was left for the
nesi‘im to bring were the avnei shoham and avnei miluim, and the Torah
writes the word nesi‘im without a yud - bxwan| - to indicate that they had
been somewhat lazy. Distressed over their inability to make a significant
donation to the Mishkan, the nesi’im decided to be the first ones to offer
korbanos at the time of the chanukas hamizbei‘ach.

For those offerings, the nesi’im merited tremendous kavod. The korbanos
of the nesi'im served as the inauguration for the entire Mishkan, and
these korbanos were immortalized in the longest parashah in the Torah,
with each detail of each nasi's korban specified. Furthermore, not only
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were their korbanos accepted, but they were allowed, as a horas shaah, to
bring voluntary offerings of ketores and chatas, which usually cannot be
brought as a nedavah.

What was the impetus for this exceptional offering? The impetus was
the nefilah they experienced at the time of the donations to the Mishkan,
when they failed to demonstrate zerizus.

When a person experiences a nefilah, he has two options for moving
forward rather than giving in to despair. He could say, “Okay, I had a nefilah,
let me get over it and get back on my feet.” That is certainly commendable.
But he could also decide to utilize his nefilah as a springboard to propel
himself to a new level of avodas Hashem, one that he would never have
attained were it not for the nefilah.

Had the nesi'im not been lazy and lost the yud from their name in
Parashas Vayakhel, they would not have been spurred to show exceptional
zerizus in bringing the korbanos of Parashas Nasso.

R’ Tzaddok, in Tzidkas Hatzaddik (151), talks about using darkness as
an impetus for growth. Indeed, on the passuk in Michah: 'nnp 'nY931 72
" MR ‘D YN2 YR 9, Midrash Tehillim states: p)nnp 89 'mHay RYNHR
" MR 1PN RY TWINI MNIAY? RHNHR.

The meaning of the passuk is not that I arose even though I fell, or that
it is possible to see light again even though there is darkness, but rather
that without the nefilah and the darkness I would not have merited to
rise and see light the way I subsequently did. In that sense, a nefilah is
actually an opportunity to shteig.

R’ Tzaddok cites the Gemara's drashah that the word D31y means not
only nesi'im, but also “clouds.” What connection is there between the two?
He explains that when the sky is cloudy, the day seems dark and gloomy.
But what's the purpose of that darkness? To bring the rain, which causes
everything to grow. The clouds, then, are a catalyst for growth.

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan *ava - VITh A



This, he says, is the meaning of the passuk we say every day in Pesukei
Dzimra: 700 YIR7 210 022ya 0y neann. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu
covers the sky with clouds, we see darkness, but we need that darkness
in order for the rain to come.

That is one message of the parashah of the korbanos hanesi'im: that a
person is zocheh to light because of their prior nefilah.

Treated as Equals

Another message from this parashah relates to respecting other people
and guarding their kavod. Why, ask many Rishonim, did the Torah have to
repeat the parashah of the korbanos hanesi'im twelve times? The Ramban
answers that had the Torah written that Nachshon ben Aminadav brought
such-and-such an offering on the first day, and then merely stated that all
of the other nesi'im did the same on their respective days, that would have
been an affront to the kavod of the other nesi'im, since Nachshon would
have received slightly more kavod than the other eleven. Consequently, the
Torah did not want to single out one nasi over the others, and it therefore
accorded the identical honor to all of them.

From the Ramban'’s answer we can learn how to be mechabed people,
especially when they are part of a group. For instance, one of the hardest
parts of hosting a simchah is making each guest feel respected and
appreciated. Often, people come in groups to wish mazel tov to the baal
simchah, and one fellow gets a big “shalom aleichem” with a heartfelt
“I'mso happy you came,” while the next person gets nothing more thana
perfunctory handshake. The challenge is to relate to each guest as though
he's the only guest.

Not at Another’s Expense

Athird lesson we can learn from the korbanos hanesi'im has to do with
the fact that all of the nesi’im brought exactly the same offering: the
same items, the same number, the same weight. The Midrash observes:

HYRY 7N 5P NP N TNR 1IPN KDY MY 1913 19X8YN 12TV Thdn
0NY 90K ,NAVN DR AMT AN TAR 7 RS )9aN 5 N 100 TR 990
1125 DY PYIN IR NIANY TNR TI2D DNPHYN DNR DIPNN

Had any of the nesi'im brought an offering that was the slightest bit
different or better than that of the others, says the Midrash, their korbanos
would not have overridden Shabbos.

Although the nesi’im decided together to bring their offerings, human
nature s such that each person has a need to stand out and be recognized.
Otherwise, he's just an ordinary person, and what makes him different from
everyone else? Each of the nesi'im could have been tempted to outdo the
others: “He's bringing a bowl that weighs 130, maybe I'll bring a bowl that
weighs 131. Or, instead of the kaf achas asarah zahav, I'll bring one that's
10.5 zahav. And maybe another ram, or another sheep.”

The Midrash also notes that although the korbanos were identical,
the kavanos behind each of them were different, and each nasi had a
completely different calculation of why he gave this precise amount.
Nachshon ben Aminadav, the nasi of Yehuda, made extensive calculations
regarding the concept of malchus, while Yissachar's calculations related
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to Torah. The Midrash describes at length how each nasi arrived at his
personal calculations.

Each nasi certainly could have found justification for bringing an offering
that was slighly bigger or better than those of his counterparts and earning
more kavod than the others as a result. But that would have shown that
he did not care enough about the kavod of his friends.

Notice that we are not, chas v'shalom, talking about belittling anyone
or making them feel bad — we're talking only about one person receiving
a bit more honor than his peers. In this case, the nesi'im were making
cheshbonos of what was right for them in their personal avodas Hashem,
and yet each of them nevertheless made a point of ensuring that his own
offering was no different than that of any of the others so as not to cause
a discrepancy in the amount of kavod accorded to any of the nesi‘im.

In the end, the nesi'im merited an astounding reward: their korban
overrode the prohibitions of Shabbos, and they were able to bring their
offerings on consecutive days, without interruption.

Some of the meforshim explain that the offerings of the nesi'im were
considered on the level of a korban tzibbur, which overrides Shabbos, rather
than a korban yachid, which does not. Although technically their offerings
were in the category of korban yachid, because they acted like a tzibbur,
insisting on doing everything the same way so that no one would receive
more kavod than the others, they enjoyed the advantage of a tzibbur in
that they were allowed to bring their korbanos on Shabbos.

We might have assumed that a nasi who decided to forgo an extra hiddur
in his offering for the sake of maintaining equality between the nesi'im
was losing out on the opportunity to make his offering unique. In truth,
however, this Midrash is teaching that on the contrary, the korbanos of
the nesi'im were more pleasing to Hakadosh Baruch Hu because they were
identical and brought in the manner of a tzibbur, rather than as individual,
varied offerings. And because the nesi'im had each been concerned for
the kavod of the others, Hakadosh Baruch Hu accorded them tremendous
kavod by allowing their offerings to override Shabbos.

I witnessed this concept in action one Succos. For some reason, the
aravos available in chutz laaretz are much nicer and more mehudar than
the aravos sold in Eretz Yisrael. Here in Eretz Yisrael, the aravos last about a
day, and the next day they wither and the leaves start to fall off. Nowadays,
you can buy aravos from chutz laaretz here, but years ago those weren't so
available, so I always arranged for someone to send me aravos. One year,
someone in shul saw my aravos and asked me if I could get the same ones
forhim, so the next year I arranged to have extra aravos sent for him as well.

Later, I asked him if he had used them, and he told me that in the end
he had not. “I thought to myself that if I come into shul with my beautiful
aravos and walk around with them during the Hoshanos, everyone else will
look at them and feel that theirs are inferior. I would like to have a hiddur
in my dalet minim, but not on someone else’s cheshbon.”

The source of this type of behavior is in the above Midrash. Yes, we
want to make our avodas Hashem special, but not at the expense of the
kavod of another Yid.

Gut Shabbos!
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