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Rosh

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview

Hashanah which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
— . =
United We Stand
f— @-o —

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

There are many sefarim that interpret the word teruah — in the pesukim
025 M nynin o and NN 7P 0y WX — to mean rei’us, friendship and
connection, as in mym o>wr mnx1 nanx. On Rosh Hashanah, when each Yid
approaches other Yidden and wishes them, with his whole heart, nmw mwb
oW 1w o7nb onnm anan, there’s an increase of rei’us — and that’s what
Yom Teruah means.

The Chozeh MiLublin used to say, regarding the passuk nymna opbx now,
that the middas hadin — represented by the Name “Elokim” — goes up
and goes away when Yidden are nymna, meaning that there is friendship,
rei’us, between them.

So rei’us is one of the themes of Rosh Hashanah. Certainly, the main
theme of Rosh Hashanah is that it is a day of crowning Hashem king —
but if we look deeper, perhaps we will see that the two are really the same.
Every Yid’s neshamah is a chelek Eloka mimaal, and a connection between
Yidden is actually a connection between them and the Bashefer: Sxw»
X171 71 X171 772 XOTPY XX,

The Chasam Sofer cites the Taz’s statement that the word “mw” is an
acryonim for y7 paa px1 jow. The Taz asks, and the Chasam Sofar elaborates
— shouldn’t it be p1 yan px1 ow px? Alternatively, it could have said yow px
190 px — why the vav of pxi? The Chasam Sofer explains that the shofar
corresponds to Akeidas Yitzchak, where there was wx and nx, and if you
remove the two alefs you're left with the letters o ,v, and 1, which spell
“shofar.” What happens with the two alefs?

The Chasam Sofer says that alef represents Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Even
the nekudos on an alef — a pasach and a tzeireh — allude to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, because the pasach is like a vav (6), and the two dots of the
tzeireh are like two yuds (2 x 10), for a total of 26, corresponding to the
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Shem Havayah. But the letters that spell alef can also spell elef, a thousand.
The highest numerical value in the alef-beis is that of tav, 400, but beyond
that there are the final letters — v 1,0 ;1 — whose values are 500, 600, 700,
800, and 9oo. After that comes elef, 1000 — which is the alef again. The
nekudos of elef are two segols, each composed of three dots, for a total of
six dots, representing the 600,000 members of Klal Yisrael. So there’s the
alef that’s Hakadosh Baruch Hu and the alef (spelled elef) that’s Klal Yisrael,
and those alefs are connected and go together. When they’re together, then
we have “shofar,” and the letters of the words 1ax wx are an acronym for px
1 v px ow. The p1 yan X ow px is when the two alefs come together and
the whole Klal Yisrael is united among themselves and with x11 772 xwmp,
all for the same purpose. And then we'’re ready for the shofar.

We've been preparing for Yamim Nora'im already since the fifteenth of
Av, as the sefarim tell us that the letters of ax21"v have the same gematria
— 928 — as the phrase naw nmvnm nna. That’s when we start saying nna
n2w menm, already from the fifteenth of Av. But what is Tu b’Av? The Bnei
Yissachar says that 1"v, which is 15, alludes to the fifteenth letter of the alef-
beis, which is samech. The samech is a round letter, and that represents the
idea that onmm 2wy xim opr1¥5 Hinn mwyb xan 2 wipn ny — Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is the midpoint, and all the Yidden are equidistant from Him
and focused on the center. That’s what Tu b’Av represented: all the Yidden
together being focused on Hakadosh Baruch Hu. And that’s what Yom
Teruah means.

The Merit of Being Necessary

During the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, it is especially important to be
connected to other Yidden. Rav Chaim Shmulevitz used to quote his zeide,
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the Alter of Novardok, as explaining that the phrase o o™bn omra
means that the beinonim are already hanging — the noose is around their
neck. The state of a beinoni is not pareve, but perilous: He needs a major
turnaround. Yet, he adds, even a thief who already has a noose around his
neck can be removed from the gallows if the king, the kingdom, or the world
needs him. This is a vital concept the whole year, but it is particularly critical
during Aseres Yemei Teshuvah. By being M1y »37%1 pow — both vis-a-vis
individuals and vis-a-vis the community — a person gains a major zechus
for Yom Hadin, because Hashem views him as an ish tzibbur.

Regarding the words in Haazinu, 5w px1 namx 5, Rav Elya Lopian
wonders why we praise Hashem for not doing avlos. Of course He doesn’t do
avlos — that’s an understatement! Why would He do an avlah to someone?
The answer is that all people are interconnected, and even when someone
deserves a certain punishment or tzarah, Hakadosh Baruch Hu takes into
account how others are affected by him, and whether his punishment will
cause undeserved suffering to others. That’s the meaning of 51 px1 — Hashem
doesn’t do an avlah to others while punishing someone who deserves it. So
being a klal Yid the whole year, and certainly in Aseres Yemei Teshuvah,
is a big zechus.

Olam Hazeh is often compared to an expensive hotel, where there’s a
bill at the end that needs to be paid. But some people go to a fancy hotel
and don’t pay anything out of pocket, because they’re driving a company
car and swiping the company credit card. Similarly, when a person is a Klal
Yisrael Yid, Hashem pays his bills. When your Olam Hazeh is focused on
improving someone else’s Olam Hazeh, because you're worried about him,
that’s Olam Haba — and then, the bill is paid for you, because you work
for the Bashefer.

The passuk says 2pp2a % v2an x5, and that has the same gematria as the
word omm, and also the word mw. If a person is part of a tzibbur, then
Hashem doesn’t scrutinize his aveiros; He focuses only on the good.

Many of the Mir roshei yeshiva would not receive an aliyah during the
Yamim Nora’im. This practice is based on the words of the Shunamis, in
Melachim: naw? *21x v 7in2. The Zohar explains that during the Yamim
Nora’'im a person is supposed to be part of the group, and should not stand out.

Unbreakable — As a Group

In general, we are advised to be part of an agudah achas, and connected
to other Yidden. The Midrash Tanchuma teaches:

VKT TNY 029 HIXY DNX X , D702 30X DY TXN 0PI 1,01 072%) DOX
X D252 PARY 1o12 K (0,0 yw?) DYip 7iXS ‘19 i sxaw 0% ik 0h
o1 0252 0PN XIY ,NNX.

When a person is not standing alone, as an individual, but is part of a
group — 0272 — then he has a chance. The Midrash brings the mashal of
a bundle of reeds, which is very hard to break; in contrast, a single reed is
easily broken. Today, people have their phonebooks on various devices, but
back when there was such a thing as an actual phonebook, the pages were
very thin and easy to rip — but the entire phonebook, comprising hundreds
or thousands of pages, was nearly impossible to tear.
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Klal Yisrael’s koach is when we are one united group. Similarly, the Rama
MiPano notes that the passuk says 0pbx ' onx o2 — referring to us as
banim, in the plural, and not as ben. When we are banim, as a group, then
we are Hashem’s children.

This is the theme of Malchuyos as well. I saw in both the Shem MiShmuel
and the writings of the Alter of Kelm that Malchuyos is possible only when
there’s achdus. If the servants are not united, then they are not coronating
the king. Indeed, the passuk says: *vaw 7m0 D *wWX7 qexnn2 70 MW M
5x77. When the Shivtei Yisrael are together in one tzibbur, then there can
be malchus.

Individuals in a Crowd

The Gemara in Rosh Hashanah discusses at length the difference between
Aseres Yemei Teshuvah and the rest of the year, and also discusses the
differences between a yachid and a rabbim.

I would like to focus on one detail of that discussion. The Gemara says
that the words ninxa o' 171 are a reference to yechidim, and the Acharonim
wonder why people who travel by ship are considered individuals, not a
group. The answer is that although there may be ten people on the ship,
those people came together by coincidence, not by choice. Similarly, a
person can find himself in a shul with dozens or even hundreds of other
people, but those individuals still do not form a tzibbur, because each one
is a distinct entity. We have to work to be connected to one another and to
be part of the tzibbur.

The wordmxy is an acronym for tzaddik, beinoni, and rasha — all the
types of Yidden, of every color and stripe, coming together.

The Tanya notes, in Likutei Amarim, that when Hillel says 775 nanx
amna 51m b3 iy — o, as Hillel actually said, in the Gemara in Shabbos,
73 MNA 53 X011 Tapn X5 77anb 1o Pyt — it means that while every Jew
has his own guf, there’s a neshamah klalis of Klal Yisrael, and on that level
of the nefesh we're one.

This brings us full circle to what we said at the beginning. When
Yidden are birei’us with one another, then it is a Yom Teruah — we’re able
to connect, because on the soul level we're one. Rashi there notes that the
“friend” referred to in the words 7in32 797> nanx) could mean another Yid, or
the Bashefer. And really, it’s the same thing, when we’re connected for the
purpose of doing ratzon Hashem, and together we say 12351 nx mx5 1ny.

We should be zocheh to Sx7 *vaw m oy *wx qexnna 17n 1w, and
the Eibishter should reveal His malchus and bring the world to its tikkun,
the way it was supposed to be from the beginning of Creation.

Uselt,or Lose It

Similarly, when Moshe Rabbeinu first erected the Mishkan, he waited
for a response from Shomayim, but nothing happened; no fire descended.
He dismantled the Mishkan, and tried again the next day, but again there
was no response. This continued for seven days in a row: Moshe Rabbeinu,
with all his zechusim, put up the Mishkan, but the Shechinah did not come
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down, until day eight.

What was the reason for this delay? And why was Moshe Rabbeinu
punished in this way?

The Midrash explains that when Hakadosh Baruch Hu appeared to
Moshe Rabbeinu and commanded him to speak to Pharaoh, Moshe Rabbeinu
refused. He had good reasons, of course, and said mywn 22 x3 nw, but the
bottom line was that for seven days he declined to fulfill Hashem’s instruction
to him. In response, Hashem said, “You didn’t use the talents I gave you?
Correspondingly, for seven days, I will take those abilities away from you.”
That is why the Shechinah waited seven days to descend.

After R' Chaim of Volozhin traveled to attend the wedding of his son R’
Itzele, he returned to Volozhin and found that the sefer Torah in the yeshivah
had been stolen, so they could not hear Krias HaTorah. Immediately, R' Chaim
identified why this had happened. While he was traveling, he had stopped in
a certain town, where he could have gone to a shul to hear Krias HaTorah.
But there was a rav with him who was very influential, and he said, “No, it’s
too much effort, and we can’t be sure that there’s a sefer Torah anyway.” So
they did not hear Krias HaTorah that day. Because they didn’t hear Krias
HaTorah in a town where there was a sefer Torah, when they returned to
Volozhin, the sefer Torah was stolen and they were denied the opportunity
to hear Krias HaTorah.

When I came to Eretz Yisrael many years ago, Rav Shach was already old,
but he was functioning very well, and could still walk, speak, and hear well.
But one thing failed him: his eyesight. He would say, why is this happening
to me? The rest of his body wasn’t aging like that, so why was his eyesight so
terrible? He answered that he was being punished, because during World
War I, he had to run away from the battlefront, so he fled from his yeshivah
to a beis midrash in another town. During the day, he learned, but he didn’t
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learn at night — and for that, he said, Hashem was upset at him: “T gave you
eyesight, and you were able to learn, but you didn’t learn, so now I'm denying
you the ability to see.”

“Why didn’t you learn at night?” his grandson asked him.

He responded that he couldn’t learn because he didn’t have a candle, so
instead he went to sleep in the shul.

“Then why should you be punished?” his grandson continued. “You
couldn’t learn!”

“Had it been important enough to me to learn,” Rav Shach replied, “I
could have asked the gabbai for a candle, but I was too embarrassed to ask.
Yet when it came to food, I was desperately hungry, and once a day I had to
muster the courage to ask someone in town to please give me some food. It was
important enough for me to eat that I managed to overcome my shame and
ask for food — but to use my eyes to learn another Tosafos wasn’t important
enough to me that I should ask for candle. Hashem gave me the opportunity
then, but I didn’t use it, so now I'm being punished.”

Every one of us has been blessed with a year of Hashem’s benevolent
kindness: np1¥n ' 9. Are we going to come on Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur and say omsn nwa 1%, we're embarrassed that we didn’t use the
opportunity, and who knows whether Hashem will grant us with another
year of opportunity? Or are we going to recognize the opportunities and
talents that Hashem has given us and use them to their utmost?

If we do, then b'ezras Hashem we will be granted a year of health,
happiness, and prosperity.

n210 Annm 122,
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The following is a preview of the new sefer, Inzelbuch Family Edition of Rav Nosson
Tzvi Speaks, a English translation of the weekly Erev Shabbos Sichos delivered by the
Rosh Hayeshiva zt"l around his dining room table. The sefer will iy""H be released this

week by Artscroll.

0"3%1 e
Parashas Nitzavim

The Danger of Habit

TRV TES THG 3TN TR 307 3 KT TP ) TR RN AR A N T vake ghe nen mien v

Sntegh
For this com dment that | o you today — it fs not hidden from you and il is
not distant ... Rather, the matter is very near o you — in your mouth and in your heart —

o perform it { Devarim 30:11-14).

he Ramban writes that the sords DR 85, this commandmenl, can h_'liﬂh_-fpruhd in bwo ways.

The first & as a reference to the entire Torah, as the pasik emphasizes that Torah is neither concealed
nor distant from man, The second interpretation i that these words rofer b the mitzvah of dhesk,
repentance, which the pasuk also describes as neither conoealed nor distant from man, but rather close o
his heart and acosssible at any fime and place.

1€ the mitzvah of teshunal is 50 natural and close ko a persan’s heart, and can be easily grasped, why do we

find 5o few people taking advantage of it? If all it takes is a genuine feeling and expression of regret, why don't
we all do beshroah? i = i

The Comfort of Complacency

The Rwsh_‘r';shiwh R* Chaim Shmulevitz! decried the force of habit as the greatest cafastrophe in man's
world. Despite knowing that his ways are misguided o sinful, man all too often falls into complacency and
d’f"s ot repent. Habil wears away at his sentiments of dismay and remorse, and he beromes so acustonsd (o
his wrongful ways that he eventually secs no need to repent. : '

%:::::I a",;,ln?dh the potential {.m_ ,:ﬁ;"rm.k i%, indeed, close bo a person’s heart, the buildup of habit siknces the
E|l'_|'l‘.;1.‘l'|\$ :THK" nll':fr]:::gstil:ll'rl:ﬁzlr:h of nepentanct until it appears entincly inacoesssble to man — TR
m?ﬂ;::lz:l:::l:.::r:‘um 4 person ﬂ.nm.millui a sin, he would instantly sense the spiritual plange i
T k‘dn.‘ﬂsun hiks soul, rl!1s awireness would shock him and s;urhiminimmﬁiah-‘mF‘W'
person i bound F:inéi;_wm 3 person wha & unaware of the concept of death, until one day he leams that every
S whlld: somw poant. This realization would surely shake him up and cause him ko el 2
IIK"(\W;I.'PI of death and Y Snbastinn. Unfortunately, though, just as people have become mmwﬂ}'”
of thejr Sil'lS. and thoy iy ”k'n.'fﬂﬂi not ﬂ\akﬂ\ b:' the 'h"“ﬁl‘l- mst F“"Ph do not uh_rth'aﬁﬂ*

¥ are not open to inspiration, which prevents them from repenting

. Bk Mussar, Tariemas Hal Nergel

The force of habit is so soncic that Chazal teach (Yoma 86b), “Once a person commits & sin and nepeats it, it
pecomes permitbed o him. Can it even enter your mind that [the si_nl becomes permithed to him? Rather, say
that it becomes to him as though it were permissible.” The more times a person repeats an offense, the less
sgrificant he considers it, until he all but forgets that it is a sin.

Rabbeinu Yonah elaborates (Shaarei Teshupah 1:38) that when someone repeats a sin to the extent that it
pecomes permissible in his eyes, he is considered to have thrown off the yoke of this commandment and eners
the category of a mumar I'davar echad (an apostate regarding this specific mitzvah),

Moments of Inspiration

A person’s closeness 1o the mitzvah of fesfumaly islmpditiopal, then, upon his eliminating the force of
negative habit and opening his eyes to the gravity of his sin. This can be compared to a chicken that wallows
in the mud and becomes encrusted in filth. IF the farmer attempts to dean the chicken, it will take him hours
t scrub it feather by feather, Yet if the chicken merely flaps its wings, all the mud will fly off, and its feathers
will be instamtly cleaned.

The same is true of a person who does feshuomh; 1f b endeavors to repent by rectifying each and every action
separately, it will take him a frustratingly long time. Yet if he simply awakens in an instant, like a chicken
flapping its wings, then he can nepent immdiately, as the pasuk says, %3 W1 T 2309 3, miher, the matler is
ery mar i yon.

Born of Indolence

Habit is rooted in the mifda of atzlus, indolence. One who is indolent grows lethargic and sleepy, whereas.
one who is active and refuses to sit back and relax does not slumber, but remains constantly alert to what is
required of him, and does not succumb o the force of habit.

Shlomo HaMebech cautions us against atzfus with the words: SoM 3571 70 755 7795 7% 77, Go to the ant, w
shuggard; s i3 ways amd grow wise (Mishler 606). The ant works industriously without pausing to rest for a
moment, andd a person who observes this minuscule creature in action can draw great wisdoen from its ways.
Several woeks ago, | glanced down at the floor and notiosd an ant heaving a granule as large as its entine body
across the room. The ant was dearly struggling, dropping the granule again and again, yet it kept obdurasely to
its goal, continuing to drag its load to its destination. Shlemo HaMelech exhorts us to watch the ant, observe its
diligence in labaring toward its goal, and absorb the lesson of consistent effort — because this is the enly way to
avodd falling prey to the pemicious foroe of habit,

Preserving Inspiration

Chazal relate (Sofds 13a) that wiven Yaakov Avinu was carried to Me'aras HaMachpeilah for burial the
wicked Eisav attempted to halt the funeral procession by claiming that the burial plot was rightully his. The
shevation responded that their father had purchased the plot from Eisav, whereupon Eisav demanded to see the
deed of sale. The shevatim replied that the deed had remained behind in Egypt but sent Maftali, who was swift
a5 a deer, to sprint to Egypt and retricve it. :

Chushion Lo Dar, s awas dead and anable 1o follow the dialogue between his uncles and Eiss: g
understand the cause of the unseemly delay, When he asked what was happening and was o ::
halding off the burial until Naftali's return, Chushim was appalled by the disgrace to his grandfather Yaskov.
and he grabbed a stick and beheaded Eisav.

What motivated Chushim ben Dan to zealously defend Yaakoy Avinu's hona
by the disgrace to his grandfather than the others, including the shevatim, W
Finally, what connection was there between his zealous act on Yaakov's behalf an

r? Why was e maore offended
ho were Yagko's own sons?
d his impaired hearing?
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Miating with Eisav HaRasha, they accepted — and frew
Avinu's resulted from the delay in his burial, and
ter hear the discussion between the sheaatin and
umplacency, ohserved the disgrace bo Yaakow in
v grabbed a stick and killed Eisav, This indicates
Tt b be, for people can be lulled into complacency even in the face of
wis, and even when the person in question is Yaskov Avims!

yporary slight 1o Y

it Onldy Chush
s of harror wiere

jorror, until be grew so distraught that be s

Outward Action Breeds Inspiration

Even mere outward actions have the power to influence a person and rouse his emotions. Chazal teach,
the mitevah of retelling the of Yetzias Mitzrayim (Pesachim 116a); “The Rabbis taught: If his son
enough to ask the M questions], be asks him. But if [the son] is not intelligent emough,
his wife asks him. And if not, then he asks them o himself, And even two Torsh scholars who are proficient in
the Laws of Pesach must ask one another.”

The mitzvah of remembering Yetzias Miterayim is a perpetual obligation, so a person can easily feel jaded
dual will feel that he personally departed Egypt, Chazal
instituted the halachah that the story should be related in question-and-answer form, as Auestions inevitably
awaken a person and provoke inspiration

The power of an cutward action to spur a person to repentance 15 evident in the follawing teaching of Chazal
as well. The Gemara states () hine 490} that if & mam tells & woman, “Become betrathed fo me on condition
that [ am a ¢ 2" the halachah is that even if he is a complete rasha, she s betrothed to him, for it s possible
that thoughts of repentance came to his mind, How can a wicked person be transformed into a fzaddik through a
feeting thought of feshurpeh?

The farshim answer that the man’s very declaration, “on condition that I am a fzeddik.” pmmphﬂ'muﬁ]mﬂf
teshural and inspires him o repent. This external action can spur him i such pobent feshunads that he can
becomie a complete taddik,

anel uninspired by the story. To ensure that each indiv

Bridging the Distance

T O A o Ky R B
o, 1 ds nad o Psevers, (for youl lo g “Wio
o listen o it avd perfrm it~ Nor is it cross W"‘“:_[ii"
R s { Reakee if for 15, 50 that toe can lishen _mr!.f.d;ﬂjflﬂ'_l Ity
Ikt tes? that it is logical to tell a person that he shouldn’t make the mistake of thinking that
something is miles and miles away when it is really only 4 singhe mile away. But what sense is there in telling a
person :hjw something isn't far away in the Iww;m In;|'. is actually so clnlu' to him that it is right there in his
mauth? Can a person make such a fundamental emor as fo think that something is so far away when it is
actually right inside him? g e :
h:::':::’;}"zl :ht T-If,\:ltu:l Yerushatui (ibid. 12) interprets the pasik to mean that the Torah is not l1 ““
down, nar is it hidtdtr:nuihl il I.':ﬂ'tlw-“ Moshe Rabbcinu, who was capable of ascending to heaven (o mﬂ
o descend 10 the da N e depihs of the ocean so that we must be as exalted as Yonah HaNavi, who was
the depths of the sea, If there is any reason to believe that Torah could be attaimed only by

fighteous individuals the likes of M 0
; 4 s of Moshe Rabbeinu and ¥, i Lol ry
uuMIu_-sm-L.rluw"nF"—'ttul:oI'uIFLII the Torah? e E

tsak continues (Deoarim 30012:13):

AT T N A e vy
R0 % WG 0 O o o,

T 07 R R

Regarding this mitzvah, the p

can asoemd fo Mae heavens for s

bake if for ws, so that
You] o sy, “Who can cross bo the obher side of the sea fo

LN Yahel, La p

afbess HE, Wi Nifeis — M imacha

nan explains that there are two opposing foroes in man's soul: the physical force that resubts
from man's being cnzated from the carth, as the Torah says, TR T 99 OTED N6 0P 1 L And Hashem God
el ihe m st from the grownd (Beneishis 27); and the spiritual force produced by Hashem's “blowing a
spirit of life”™ into our bodies. : _ ) s )

A person who gives his spiritual powers dominance over his physical abilities can sar to heights of
spirituality that surpass even those of the heavenly .m_q',nls. If, howewer, a person allows his physical abilifies o
rube ower his spiritual powers, then be will live a life of physicality and materialism, similar to an animal.

Every human being encompasses both of these poles, which ane as distant from cach other as heaven and

R Leib Chase

varth.
When the Torah stabes, K7 D752 K7, it is mot in heroen, it conveys that after one has made his spirit sovereign

over his corporeal body, the Torah becomes iR T3021 390 1. 508 2108, very near do you — i yoser msowth amd
{1t wower eset — o perform if. But if he allows his physicality to overwhelm his spiritual strength, then the Torah
will be as distant from him as if it were high in the heavens or across the sea,

Thene is bt a minute difference between making one's spiritwality dominant over his physicality and the
opposite, In the split second that it takes a person o wholeheartedly accept the yoke of Torah, he can catapult
Froem the canth all the way to the heavens and emerge from darkness into light. Although Torsh and the mitzvah
of teshupah are truly remote from a person, it is still possible to bridge this distance through a single moeent of
deep inspiration and introspection.

Indeed, Charal (Devarim Rabbah 8:3) expound the wonds 332 £3 PR30 8, it & not Iidden from you, bo mean, “Tt
is not hidden; and if it is hidden, it is 353, becavse of you, since you are not ocoupied with it We see, then, that
neglecting Torah is what causes a person to be distant from ie.

This same principhe can be applied 10 feshuowh, In o singhe moment of spiritual awakening, a person can
repent whodeheartedly b Hashem and edevate himself from the abyss of darkness. bo the heights of spirituality.

From Introspection to Inspiration

A person is capabile of committing sin after sin without fear or remorse, despite knowing that he will ooe day
e forced to account for his actions befone the Heavenly Tribunal, How can this be? Why aren’t we berrified of
sin?

Hashem exhorts, S5 M) MU ) T90 1) OO0 D6 B3 TR G L See — 1 have placed befire you faday the e
and the good, amd the death amd the epil (Devarim 30:15), and Rashi comments: “The life and the good — one is
dependent on the other. [f you will do good, see now, you have life; and if you will do evil, see now, you have
death. The Torah goes on to explain how.”™

The Tarah prefaces the choioe between good and evil with the command of 787, seel The first thing we ane
required #o do is to bok and see — o reflect, introspect, and awaken ourselves from our spiritual slumber. We
are bound o choose good ot only because il is an alternative to choosing evil, but bocause we have reflected,
introspected, and concluded that this is the correct and beneficial path. And the only way to achiove this level of
ntrospection is by beaming massar!

Only if & ]-q;m'nn ;myf_r. in the study of musser and reflects upon the will of Hashem and what truly leads
bOTNED P B T, Bhe Tifee amed Boe good, willl e be ingpired 1o feel awe and fear and set himself upon .ﬂ'k.‘pl’l‘]!'rl
path in life. The way to experience a spiritual awakening that will empower us to subjugate our physical nahire
bor ouir spiritual powers is by bearmning, mssar! ;

May we merit bo repent sincerely before Hashem, and may we all e Ilossed with

{1 SWOCt nw yuear.

{ his warmth and love.

Fxperience his ahavc

s Torah.

Listen to Rav Nosson T=vi once again.

nin'y

7 ny

av Mosson Tzvi Finkels talmidim

recall the special atmosphere
of the Mirrer Rosh Yeshivahs Erev
Shabbos shmuessen, when, with his
trademark smile and delight in Torah, he
would share thoughts on the parashah
and personal insights on life. Now, these
shmuessen have been carefully chosen
and adapted for print.

As we read these beautifully thought-
out pieces, we are treated not only to
Rav Mosson Tzvis chiddushim, but also
to those of his rebbeim, Rav Chaim
Shmulevitz and Rav Chaim Kamiel, whose
teachings influenced him so greatly.
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