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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Behaalosecha Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
o —
No Personal Agenda
— o —’

Harav Hagaon Binyamin Cohen Shlita

At the end of Parshas Behaalosecha, the Torah tells us that Miriam and
Aharon spoke lashon hara about Moshe. The Rambam, at the end of Hilchos
Tumas Tzaraas, writes that Miriam did not intend to speak disparagingly
of Moshe Rabbeinu; after all, she was his older sister who brought him up
andrisked her life to save his. The Sifri, cited in Sefer Chofetz Chaim (Hilchos
Lashon Hara, Klal 8, Be'er Mayim Chayim), says that Miriam and Aharon
actually had a constructive purpose in speaking about Moshe Rabbeinu
—they spoke lashon hara I'toeles, which is permitted. They assumed that
Moshe Rabbeinu’s kedushah as a navi was no greater than theirs - they,
too, were nevi'im - or that of the Avos, and none of them had been required
to separate from their spouses. Moshe Rabbeinu, they thought, should
likewise have stayed with his wife.

It is actually clear from the pesukim that this was the essence of their
lashon hara, as they said: 727 12 D3 XY N 927 NYNI IR PID 1NN

To this claim, Hakadosh Baruch Hu answered that Moshe Rabbeinu’s
nevuah was qualitatively different. To regular neviim, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu speaksin a dream, the type of vision known as n7Rn NPRY R1YPADR,
while Moshe's nevuah was n7Rnn R*15paoR, as the passuk describes: ng
VL ‘N MR DTN KDY IR 12 I2TR N9 HR. Moshe Rabbeinu had to
separate from his wife, unlike other nevi'im, because he was on an entirely
different madreigah.

But Miriam and Aharon did not realize this, and their intention in
speaking about Moshe Rabbeinu was I'toeles: they wanted to give him
tochachah for having separated from his wife. We know that lashon hara
I'toeles is permitted, so what was wrong with what they said?

The Chofetz Chaim explains that the problem was that they judged
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what Moshe Rabbeinu did and spoke against him without asking him
why he had done it.

But perhaps there is another reason why their words constituted lashon
hara. The Gemara (Shabbos 87) states that Moshe Rabbeinu did three
things of his own accord that Hakadosh Baruch Hu subsequently agreed
to, one of which is that he separated from his wife. How do we know that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu agreed to that? The Gemara says that it's because
Hakadosh Baruch Hu instructed Moshe, after Mattan Torah: on% 90X 12
YTRY TAY N2 NRR) .022NRY 037 119v. In other words, Hashem was saying
that the Yidden should return to their tents and resume living with their
wives (from whom they had separated during the n%2xn " nwHw), while
Moshe Rabbeinu was to remain with Hashem, meaning that he should
not return to his home.

If so, wonders Tosafos, how do we see that Moshe separated from his
wife of his own accord? Perhaps he had no intention to separate from her,
and did so only because Hashem instructed him >y Tny na nnr)! How
do we know that Moshe Rabbeinu took this step independently and only
then did Hakadosh Baruch Hu agree to what he did?

Tosafos answers that we derive this from the fact that Miriam and
Aharon spoke against Moshe Rabbeinu. Had Hashem instructed Moshe
Rabbeinu to separate from his wife, Miriam and Aharon would not have
criticized him for it.

Tosafos is still not satisfied with this answer, however, because even if
Moshe Rabbeinu decided to separate from his wife on his own, Hashem
approved of that decision. How, then, could Miriam and Aharon speak
against Moshe?
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The answer to that is that we have a principle that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
guides people in the way they wish to go: 727911 12 7Y N1 DTRY 7172
ymR. Miriam and Aharon assumed that this was the reason Hakadosh
Baruch Hu agreed to Moshe's actions. Moshe, they thought, had a personal
agenda in separating from his wife, and because Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gives a person siyatta d’'Shmaya in doing what he wants to do, Hashem
agreed to his decision.

We can suggest that their lashon hara was their assumption that Moshe
Rabbeinu had his own personal agenda in separating from his wife.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu pointed out the error of this assumption in His
response to them, when He said: X3 10R1 "1 922 nYn 72 13 NY.
Moshe was an eved ne’eman, a trustworthy servant who was completely
subservient to the desires of his Master. He would not have wanted anything
that Hashem didn't want, and if he separated from his wife, it was only
because he understood that that was Hashem’s will.

In Shacharis of Shabbos we say: 1aR1 72Y 3 YN Nanna nwn npw
19 NRp. Rav Nosson Wachtfogel notes that the next words of the tefillah
=12 NN YWRIA NIRAN 993 - are proof of the statement that Moshe was
an eved ne'eman. From the fact that Hakadosh Baruch Hu put a crown on
his head, we know that Moshe was a trustworthy servant.

This can be illustrated with a mashal. A king is wearing a crown and
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wishes to take it off and put it down. Where should he put it down? If he
places it on a servant’s head, then the servant might become haughty
and start thinking that he's the king and rebel. The best place for the
king to place his crown is on a hook, because the hook is never going to
say “I'm the king."

Similarly, from the fact that 1> nni yor2 nIran 995 we know that
Moshe was an eved ne'eman. He was merely a “hook” — meaning that
anything he wanted was ratzon Hashem. Indeed, in informing us of Moshe's
death, the Torah appends two words of description: 72 nwn oY nmn7
1. Moshe was an eved Hashem, and that was Hashem’s hesped of him. He
wanted nothing but to do Hashem's will.

We are each obligated to strive to reach the madreigah of our ancestors,
and we have to try to attain this level of making our will harmonious
with Hashem'’s and live with the awareness that our job is to fulfill ratzon
Hashem and desire what He wants. Then, we will be true avdei Hashem.

The Rambam explains that the mitzvah of p5R ‘0 YWY YR NR N7
0% requires us to contemplate what Miriam did. Perhaps part of what
we are meant to contemplate is the idea that an eved Hashem does not
have his own agenda - his desire is purely to do what Hashem wants.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us be zocheh to become true ovdei
Hashem whose ratzon is to fulfill His ratzon.

Gut Shabbos.
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