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Bein
Hametzarim

S9ARSH APREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks'
Parsha Preview which can be heard live every

Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Cry to Hashem; Rejoice with Hashem

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlita

We say every Shabbos in Lecha Dodi, 11
V72N 7247001 1ONY NEWRY, describing the future
of Eretz Yisrael, of Yerushalayim, of the Beis
Hamikdash, when all the foes of Eretz Yisrael
will be destroyed. Then, [N wIWNI 778 17V Wy
n72 7y, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will be happy with
Yerushalayim like a chosson is happy with his
kallah. This wording paraphrases the passuk in
Yeshayah that says, 177y w1 n72 7y 1NN wiwm
1778 — the joy that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will
have in Yerushalayim will be comparable to the
joy of a chosson and kallah.

What does this mean? Are we merely
seeking a metaphor for Hakadosh Baruch
Hu’s happiness? There must be some deeper
common denominator between the joy of a
chosson and kallah and the joy of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu with the holy city of Yerushalayim.

The Rishonim explain the above passuk,
and the corresponding stanza of Lecha Dodi,
to mean as follows: When the chosson and
kallah get married, they're extremely happy,
obviously. But the happiness is not merely
a manifestation of the obvious benefits of
marriage. The point isn't that the chosson
found the kallah and the kallah found a chosson.
Rather, the chosson and kallah want to build
a family — to bring children into the world, to
educate them, to give them everything that
they have. Together, the couple will build the
future and raise children, and they will be what
the couple lives for. Ultimately, they will have
nachas from their children. Tha's the aim, the
ambition, the hope, the tefillah of a chosson
and kallah.

The same applies, says the navi, to Hashem
and the Beis Hamikdash. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu created the entire universe, and out of the
entire world he created the most holy place,
Yerushalayim, which is the site of hashra’as
haShechinah, where Hashem unites, so to
speak, with His world. What is the purpose of
that? Why did Hakadosh Baruch Hu create the
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Beis Hamikdash, and why does His Shechinah
reside in the Beis Hamikdash? The answer is,
for our sake, so that Klal Yisrael should be able
to draw closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
gain from everything He has to offer.

Therefore, says the navi, just as a chosson
is happy that he found his kallah, and together
they will build a family and have children, to
whom they will give everything they have, so
too, the joy that Hakadosh Baruch Hu has in
Yerushalayim is due to the fact thatitis a place
for hashra’as haShechinah, a place where each
and every one of us can be nurtured and grow.

As we go through this sad period of the
Three Weeks, let us remember that we are the
ones who suffer a loss when there’'s no Beis
Hamikdash and no hashra’as haShechinah,
because we are missing the ideal place to
cultivate a relationship with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu.

It's interesting that at every chasunah and
sheva berachos, while for the most part the
berachos are for the chosson and kallah — nnw
N720 DY NN NRWR ,D2UNKRD DWW NRwn, and so
on — there's a berachah that talks about the
pleasure and rejoicing that Yerushalayim will
experience at the time of kibbutz galuyos: wiw
NNRYa A2IN7 N2 Yiaga migyn 701 wiwn. What
does that have to do with a chasunah and
sheva berachos?

On a simple level, we can say that we are
supposed to remember the Churban Beis
Hamikdash at a time of simchah; just as we
place ashes on the head of the chosson and
break a glass, we remember Yerushalayim at
this time. But the Rishonim say much more:

wwn wiv is referring to Hakadosh Baruch Hu,

as the passuk says na wwn wiv'. When we
say wwn wiw, we mean that You, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, will be happy when there will be
hashra’as haShechinah, and the akarah — the
barren, desolate Yerushalayim — will also be
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happy. When will this happen? When Klal Yisrael
will come back to the Beis Hamikdash, where
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will create an atmosphere
in which Klal Yisrael can grow.

Hashem’s Twins

Shir Hashirim describes how Hakadosh
Baruch Hu knocks at the door of Klal Yisrael — 7ij7
7917 7i7T — and refers to us in the most endearing
terms: "nnn "NJi* "NWI NNK 17 'NN9 — open up for
me, come close to me, my sister, my wife. And
then He calls us njiy, My dove, and nnn, which,
simply trolnslated, means “My perfect one.”

The Midrash explains that Hashem calls us
“My dove” because doves stay faithful to each
other through thick and thick. Similarly, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu says that He appreciates and admires
how Klal Yisrael feels close to Him no matter what
happens. Whether at a time of geulah or even at
a time of churban, when things are not easy, we
always display our trust and belief in Hashem.
And this endears us to Hakadosh Baruch Hu: "nji.

What about 'nan? The Zohar says that this
term is not to be translated as “My perfect one,”
but rather as if it says nnikn, My twin. What is
so special about twins that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
calls Klal Yisrael His “twin"?

The Zohar explains that two regular children
from the same family are invariably born at two
different times: I'm a year older than you, you're
two years younger than me. There's always an
age difference. Twins, however, are born at the
same time. Similarly, Hashem says to Klal Yisrael,
“You are My twin. I'm no older than you and you're
no younger than Me.”

What does this mean? Hashem is infinite; He
existed before the world and will exist afterward.
How, then, can He refer to us as His twin?

Rav Chaim Volozhiner explains in Nefesh
Hachaim that time is a function of this world, and
the fact that Hashem existed before the world
and will exist after the world is not part of the
equation. The concept of twins, of children being
born at the same time, is within the dimension
of time in this world. Hashem'’s relationship with
this world is from the beginning of Creation until
the end. For those six thousand years, Hashem'’s
relationship with each and every one of us is
that of nnixn — you are My twin, I'm no older
than you; | have a relationship with this world
from the beginning of time until the end of time,
and right from the very beginning of Creation |
thought about you. You, Yankel, | planned you, your
neshamah, your life, and everything that affects
you. And then eventually, you were brought into
this world and you live your life, and | continue
to look after you. My relationship will be a full
six-thousand-year relationship with each and
every Yid. At the time of the initial creation of
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the world, | worried about you, | took care of you,
and | created everything so that you can have a
productive life.

The Tefillah of an Ani

We turn to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and we
daven for the geulah and the rebuilding of the
Beis Hamikdash. Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim
(inw 9Y1 "N 11971 QDY D Y7 N79N0 (102:1. A real
tefillah is that of an ani, who covers his head in
shame and bursts forthinprayer to Hashem. What
sort of ani are we talking about? The mefarshim
explain that we are not talking about somebody
who's begging Hashem for some money. When
you need money, of course you daven to Hashem,
but there’'s other hishtadlus you do as well. You
try to find a job, you take a loan, you get money
from other places.

The real ani is someone who has no one to
turn to other than Hashem.

You want the geulah? You're desperate for
the geulah? When we have the geulah we will all
have parnassah, we will all be healthy, we will all
have nachas and simchah, and everything will be
good. When we feel that we are real aniyim, and
no one and nothing can give us the geulah other
than Hashem, that is the time to daven: 'n 1197
inw 19w When Moshiach finally comes, we will
see the realization of Dovid Hamelech’s words (v.
N7 7701 81231 oyl L(19, a newly created nation will
praise Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

The word ~13, Chazal tell us, means |'Kn vy, ex
nihilo. It’s not that someone took some metal and
fashioned it into a pan, or took a piece of wood
and carved something out of it. The phrase ny
X123 implies that Hakadosh Baruch Hu created a
new entity. When we will have the Beis Hamikdash
again, along with hashra’as haShechinah, it willbe
a new reality, like a chosson and kallah marrying
in order to build a family; we will have a place
where Klal Yisrael can grow and come close to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu and learn everything there
is to learn from Him. That is anx123 ny. Similarly,
when we experience the realization of 7y wwr
nN72 7y NN wiwnd 1778 we will be recreated in a
new relationship with Him.

As we go through this difficult time in the
history of Klal Yisrael, we are urged, 7x 10"an
DJ77IiNA NY 781 022N DNNaAN — turn for inspiration
to Avraham and Sarah, 1n2Ix1N212X1 PNRY7 TN .
They felt alone and forlorn, and no one took an
interest in them or was helpful to them. But look
what happened — Hashem blessed them and
multiplied them. So too, we should be zocheh,
collectively and individually, that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu should give us berachah and multiply
us, and we should be zocheh to see very soon,
speedily in our days, 7y NN YYD 778 17V ¥
n72.
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