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Parashas
Korach

S9ARSH APREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks'
Parsha Preview which can be heard live every

Wednesday at 2:15 PM

The Nature of Machlokes

Harav Hagaon Peretz Tarshish Shlita

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 110) teaches: X
NI72 NN R71I0NRIY IR72 121V N7I7NN02 770N 72 20
INTUDI — one who perpetuates a machlokes
violates a prohibition, whose source is the
passuk inTy21 N172 N K71 Simply understood,
this passuk is just saying that what happened
in this week's parashah shouldn’t happen
again. But the Torah is actually giving us a lav.

It seems puzzling that Korach’s machlokes
should be the source of the issur against
machlokes. Korach denied Moshe Rabbeinu’s
nevuah, as Chazal teach that he questioned
the mitzvah of tzitzis, asking whether a tallis
made entirely of techeiles requires a string of
techeiles. He also challenged Moshe Rabbeinu
by asking whether a house filled with sefarim
requires a mezuzah. Furthermore, Korach
managed to gather 250 roshei sanhedra’os,
the nesi'im, as well as Klal Yisrael to back him.
This was the most severe machlokes in Klal
Yisrael’s history!

By way of analogy, imagine that a father
would tell his son, “Listen, son, don’t commit
armed robbery.” The implication is that
pickpocketing and white-collar crime are
acceptable. Why does the Torah use the
extreme example of Korach as the source for
the lav of machlokes?

Before answering this question, let’'s define
machlokes.

There's a difference between machlokes
and chilukei dei’'os, or disagreement.

Let's say two friends decide, after many
years, to go out to the restaurant together, and
one orders very simple food while the other
one’'s order, you'd need a French dictionary
to figure out what it is. It's not by chance that
the two make their respective menu choices;
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each one’s choice reflects a particular way
of thinking. The one who orders simple food
feels that he’s happy with his standard of living
and he’s not interested in exposing himself
to higher levels of gashmiyus and having
to take out a mortgage to pay for his dinner.
His friend, on the other hand, says, “Listen, |
almost never go out to eat, and in the back of
my mind I'm always wondering what they have
in those fancy restaurants. Let me order the
most expensive dish, and this way I'll keep my
desires in check.”

Although the two might differ in their
approaches, they still sit at the same table.
They can accept the other person’s opinion,
and they can even respect it.

People can have differences of opinion.
But when there’'s machlokes, there are no two
opinions. There’s only one opinion — yours. If
the other person has an opposing idea that’s
logical but doesn’t fit with your way of seeing
things, he doesn’t exist! He has no right to an
opinion!

That's machlokes.

As time goes on, machlokes spreads: We
don’t daven in the same shul, we don’t invite
each other to our simchos. While this might
sound a bit extreme, in Parashas Korach the
Torah is teaching us that this is the nature of
machlokes.

Irrational Complaints

Korach, along with Dasan and Aviram,
approached Moshe Rabbeinu with a complaint:
707 7V INUINN VITRI ' D2INA DWT7 D72 NTYD 72
. They are accusing Moshe of taking honor
for himself at the expense of Klal Yisrael, when
in truth, Moshe Rabbeinu is the only person
about whom Hakadosh Baruch Hu testified in
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the Torah that he was anav mikol adam. No one
else ever attained this madreigah of humility.
Moreover, when Hashem originally offered Moshe
the position of leader and redeemer of Kilal
Yisrael, Moshe replied, “n7¥n 112 X3 n7¥ — Send
someone else, I'm not worthy!”

Later, after Klal Yisrael sinned with the eigel,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Moshe: 7 nnwn nnyi
7721027 ANIR NWYRI D7OKR1 DN2 9K 1N He wanted to
destroy Klal Yisrael, but since He had promised
the Avos that Klal Yisrael would endure forever,
He told Moshe that He would make him into a
great nation that would be the continuation of
the Avos.

Not only did Moshe Rabbeinu decline this
proposition, but he told Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
11900 X3 Inn. ‘I have no independent existence
apart from Klal Yisrael,” he said. “My whole being
is to be a servant to Klal Yisrael. If there’s no Klal
Yisrael there's no Moshe Rabbeinu!”

Yet Korach and his followers were accusing
Moshe Rabbeinu of lording over Klal Yisrael! How
could they make such a ridiculous accusation?

The point is that when machlokes begins, you
see the world through your own eyes only, and
the other person ceases to exist. There's no one
else but yourself. What do you do when there is
opposition to you, and the other person’s position
makes sense? In order to justify yourself, you
have to put down your opponent, even though
there is no rational basis for doing so. Because
when a person is wrapped up in machlokes, he
can’'t see out of his own dalet amos; he begins
to act irrationally in order to prop up his own
position.

This is evident in the simple pshat of the
pesukim. Dasan and Aviram approach Moshe
with a complaint: w271 270 N2T YIXR1IN7Y0 12 DYAN
1AW D437V 1AYN 12 12TRL 1INNN7.

Are they normal?

They had just experienced enslavement in
Mitzrayim, along with the terrible suffering that
came along with it, until Moshe Rabbeinu came
and performed the ten makkos, followed by Krias
Yam Suf. How did Mitzrayim turninto aland flowing
with milk and honey? Yet they complain to Moshe
Rabbeinu that he took them out of that wonderful
land. This, after he brought them to Har Sinai and
gave them the Torah — and they accuse him of
trying to kill them in the desert!

We see again and again that when machlokes
begins, people lose their grip on reality because
of their love for their themselves. This is
frightening; anyone from the outside would look
at the situation and say that it makes no sense.
But the person embroiled in the machlokes
doesn’t see the obvious.
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We noted that Korach was questioning
Moshe Rabbeinu, but what was the root of
this questioning? He got stuck in a hole called
machlokes, and in that hole a person has to be
right. That need to be correct caused him toreach
a point where he was even able to challenge the
nevuah of Moshe Rabbeinu.

We also wondered why the Torah commands
us to avoid machlokes in the context of this
immense machlokes of Korach and Klal Yisrael
against Moshe Rabbeinu. The word machlokes
means to separate, and Rashi interprets the
phrase nay7 ni7?1to mean that he separated himself
from the community. We explained that when two
people have differing opinions, they can still be
friends and belong to the same kehillah or family.
Klal Yisrael has to be united; we're all on the same
team, and we have one goal in life: to bring about
kevod Shamayim. People might take different
approaches to reach that goal: some may place
an emphasis on dikduk halachah, others on
mussar, middos, chassidus, or limud Torah, but
011123 073 D112 D72 DANR D72 — they are all united
in their interest of increasing kevod Shamayim.
Machlokes means that a person is not part of the
group; he cancels another individual or group. It's
not that he disagrees with them — it's that they
don’t exist.

This cannot happen in Klal Yisrael. When
Chazal say that inTy21 Nj72 NN N71is a lav against
perpetuating machlokes, they don’t refer only to
a machlokes against Moshe Rabbeinu, with the
magnitude of Korach’s dispute.

Destruction Begets Destruction

What's the result of machlokes? The
baal machlokes considers the other person
nonexistent, so middah k'neged middah, Hashem
causes himto be swallowed up and cease to exist:
707N NN ITANY YIND DN7Y 02RL The comparison to
Korach’'s machlokes conveys that all machlokes
is essentially the same: It's a refusal to see the
other person and acknowledge his existence.

This may sound exaggerated, but
unfortunately, this is how we respond when we
feel that someone wronged us. It could be within
a family, it could be at work, in yeshiva, or in the
kehillah. Let's not get into examples; everyone
knows themselves, innna w93 7Ty VT We become
very judgmental, and we can completely dismiss
that person: “You say he’s a talmid chacham?
No, he doesn’t learn lishmah.” “He’s a big baal
tzedakah? He just wants to be honored at the
dinner.” “He raises his children on the Torah path?
He's embarrassed not to.” We could do away with
everyone, all in order to justify ourselves.

This is what the Torah is coming to teach us.
All aveiros have their respective punishments,
and there’s only one that stands out: machlokes,
which destroys not only the parents R"l but
even young children who have no connection to
cheit. Because in Klal Yisrael there’s no place for
machlokes.
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