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Parashas
Balak

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

_——

Whose Talmid Are You?

—_

_——

—

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlita

Rashi, in this week's parashah, references the Mishnah (Avos 5:19) that
contrasts Avraham Avinu and Bilam:

NYYVYY 11AR DNIAR YV PTNRONN 1HYON DMIAT NVHY 1T VW M Y
N%9Y VAN N2M1 M NNV PY YYIN DY HY YTNYNN DINR DI2T
DYY2 HW PTNRYNN NANT WA M2 NN YT PY 17AR DRIAR YV P TNR5Nn
PYTNRON YYIN DYHI HV PYTNRINY AR DNIAR DV YTNRYN P DN PYYIN
(‘n YHwn) MRV RN DY POHMN N DY PHIIR AR DNIAR HY
PYIV YYIN DYYL YV PTNRON YR RHNR DMINIRY V2 12MR D MIny
NNY IR DTN DIYR NNRI (73 D9NN) IRIW NNY IR1Y PTI917 DI
32 NOAR MR DY INTY RY NI DINIT OVIR

First of all, the Mishnah is informing us that there are people in the
world who are talmidim of Avraham Avinu, and there are people who are
talmidim of Bilam Harasha.

At times, a person who leaves yeshiva feels that he's not a talmid
anymore. From this Mishnah we see that even when you leave yeshiva
you're still atalmid. The question is, which beis midrash do you belong to?
Are you a talmid of Avraham Avinu, or are you a talmid of Bilam Harasha?
And what defines you as a talmid of one or the other is not which limud
you're learning, but the way you live your life.

There are two ways to live life: there’s Avraham Avinu’s way, and Bilam
Harasha's way. If you follow Avraham Avinu’s path, you're his talmid, and
if you are drawn to the path of Bilam Harasha, you're his talmid.

So how do you know which yeshiva you're in? How do you know if the
kind of life you're living makes you a talmid of Avraham or a talmid of Bilam?

The Mishnah gives three signs by which the talmidim of Avraham and
the talmidim of Bilam can be differentiated. The meforshim —including the
Midrash Shmuel and the Maharal - are puzzled by this. How, they wonder,
can there be only three differences between Avraham and Bilam? The
differences between the two are innumerable: Bilam was a mushchas who

P2anvial4

did all the aveiros that Hashem told him not to do, while Avraham was a
tzaddik who learned Torah. And that's just the beginning. So how can we
say that there are only three differences between Avraham and Bilam?

Rooted in Middos

The answer is that these three key differences in middos encompass
everything about Avraham and Bilam. If you want to know who a person
is, look at their middos. Middos are the essence of a person and the root
of his actions. Rav Chaim Vital writes, in Shaarei Kedushah, that middos are
the hakdamah to Torah because they are what cause a person to either
fulfill or transgress what the Torah says.

The difference between the Avraham Avinus on the world and the Bilam
Harashas is middos. In every situation, in every time and place, a person
has to work on his middos to make sure that he's a talmid of Avraham
Avinu and not, chas v'shalom, a talmid of Bilam Harasha.

The middos of Avraham Avinu are: 99w Wan N2M1 MM NV PY.
Ayin tovah, the Rambam says, means being satisfied with what you have.
Rashi explains ayin tovah to mean that a person is not jealous of people;
he fargins the good others have, and he’s happy for them. Ruach nemuchah
is the middah of anavah. A person with this middah does not seek kavod,
and does not need everyone to listen to him or to know how important
he is. Nefesh shefalah means that a person is not running after taavah and
does not need all of the pleasures, the leisure, and the tchotchkes that this
world has to offer; he's happy with simple things.

In contrast, a person with an ayin raah is not happy with what he has,
and he does not want other people to have. Ruach gavoha means that
the person is always running after kavod. And nefesh rechavah describes
someone who craves all the pleasures of this world. People with these
characteristics are talmidim of Bilam Harasha.

Human nature is to tend toward the middos of Bilam Harasha, because
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the guf pulls people in that direction. Bilam has multitudes of talmidim,
because his middos represent the default state of the individual and of
society. In order for a person to be a talmid of Avraham Avinu, he has to
actively work on his middos and elevate himself. The name “Avraham” is
related to the word ram and the concept of romemus. A talmid of Avraham
Avinu has to work to achieve romemus, lifting himself above his natural
human tendencies to follow the Torah way of life.

Who Enjoys Olam Hazeh?

Next, the Mishnah tells us that Avraham Avinu's talmidim enjoy both
Olam Hazeh and Olam Haba, while Bilam’s talmidim suffer Gehinnom.
We can understand that Avraham's talmidim go to Olam Haba and that
Bilam's go to Gehinnom, but why does the Mishnah say that Avraham'’s
talmidim enjoy Olam Hazeh? We would think that the people who have
Olam Hazeh are the ones who push theirway to the top by stealing, fighting,
and stepping on others, and that the nice guys, the people who are not
immersed in worldly pleasures and do not insist on receiving kavod, are
the nebachs in this world. How can you say that these nebachs are the
ones who “eat” in Olam Hazeh? Shouldn't it be the other way around?

The Mishnah is teaching us an important secret. It is specifically the
people who are not chasing the pleasures of this world who enjoy this world,
and it is specifically the people who fargin and want good for others who
receive brachah in this world: 3722 R py 20 (Mishlei 22:9). A person who
is constantly running after money will never be happy; he'll always want
more, as Chazal teach that one who has a hundred craves two hundred.
The more pleasures and indulgences a person chases, the more new
desires he develops, and the less he feels full and content. Forget about
Olam Haba - such a person loses his Olam Hazeh!

Similarly, a person who craves kavod is never happy, and no one likes
him. He has bad middos, he's a baal gaavah, and people can't stand being
around him. On the outside, people might flatter him, but inside they
detest him. His own family - his wife, his children —dislike him and resent
his constant pursuit of honor.

For instance, when parents of married children fight over the name of
their newborn grandchild, do you think their children respect them for it?
Doyou think their children like them? They're causing themselves bizyonos!
And the niftar certainly doesn't appreciate the machlokes. That's what a
simchah is? That's agmas nefesh!

The Maharal observes that people who crave kavod are very sensitive,
and they're always in pain because people have slighted them by not giving
them the honor they think they deserve. On the outside, it may appear as
though they are receiving kavod and therefore enjoying life, but in truth
they are always suffering agmas nefesh inside, because no matter how
much honor they get it's never enough.

P2anwvials

The idea that Avraham Avinu's talmidim enjoy Olam Hazeh is echoed
in another Mishnah in Avos (6:4):
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We would think that if a person lives a life of difficulty and deprivation
inorder to devote himself to Torah he would be a nebach - yet the Mishnah
says the opposite! Such a person is fortunate in both this world and the
next! Why? Because he possesses middos tovos, and middos tovos are the
biggest brachah in life.

The Yaavetz notes that the above Mishnah that discusses the differences
between the talmidim of Avraham Avinu and the talmidim of Bilam Harasha
begins with the world “kol” = 10511 %90 D127 NYWHY 171 WY N I
AR DNIaR YW, which hints to the fact that Hashem blessed Avraham
Avinu "bakol" - with all the good. The good Avraham had was a result of
his good middos. When you have good middos, you're zocheh to all the
brachos and the good in the world.

A Step Closer to the Geulah

Every person has to take an honest look at himself and ask himself
whose talmid he is: is he living the life of Avraham Avinu, or is he living
the life of Bilam Harasha? This is especially important at this time of year,
with the Three Weeks approaching, since the Churban happened because
of bad middos and sinas chinam. To rebuild the Beis Hamikdash, we need
to rectify that by replacing these traits with good middos. Ayin tovah - I
want good for people, I want them to be happy, I can be mevater on what
I want to make others happy. Ruach nemuchah - I'm not going to impose
on people and insist that they honor me. And nefesh shefalah -1 don't need
too much, my credit card is not always maxed out, I don't have to have
the newest cars and the most exotic delicacies, I don't have to go on the
wildest vacation. I'm happy with what I have, I'm not running after anything.

Is such a person a nebach? No! He enjoys Olam Hazeh and Olam Haba!

The biggest brachah of being a talmid of Avraham Avinu is that, with
Hashem'’s help, we'll be zocheh to the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash.
Chazal say: 17201 1210 1N5%P PRY DY PR WTPHN 1’2 219N DN —ever
since the Churban, we have suffered horrible tzaros. Bad middos cause
a Churban; they cause tzaros! And good middos are brachah and cause
brachah for you in this world and for eternity.

It's very worthwhile to join the beis midrash of Avraham Avinu and
become his student. And then, Hashem will bless us with bakol, mikol,
kol - all the good in the world.

Inthe zechus of those who are being mis'chazek together, may Hashem
bless the whole world with the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash. Every
bit of work on our middos brings us a step closer!
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