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Parashas
Chayei Sarah

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

\

)

Avraham’s Final Nisayon

)

Harav Hagaon Binyamin Cohen Shlita

The parashah begins with the petirah of Sarah Imeinu, and Avraham
Avinu's purchase of Me'aras Hamachpeilah at an exorbitant price.
We know that Avraham Avinu was tested with ten nisyonos, and the
Rishonim, in Maseches Avos, debate what the tenth nisayon was: Rashi
says the tenth nisayon was Akeidas Yitzchak, and Rabbeinu Yonah says
that the tenth nisayon was burying Sarah. What was that nisayon? The
test was that even though Hakadosh Baruch Hu had told Avraham
Avinu, in Parashas Lech Lecha: 77 » naniy n2R7 yara g20nn oip
NN - go walk though Eretz Yisrael, because I'm going to give it to
you - Avraham still had to pay a fortune for the land. He passed the
test by not questioning or complaining about Hashem’s hanhagah.

Rabbeinu Yonah also says that Akeidas Yitzchak - which he counts
as the ninth nisayon - was the most difficult of all the ten nisyonos.
But if Avraham Avinu already overcame that major nisayon, what was
the purpose of giving him a tenth, less difficult nisayon? He already
proved that he was prepared to offer his son as a korban, so what was
accomplished by having him face a lesser nisayon?

Rav Elya Svei explains that after Avraham Avinu passed his most
major nisayon, he might have felt satisfied and complacent and been
lulled into thinking that he could take it easy and no longer had to be
on the lookout for nisyonos. In testing him again after the Akeidah,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu was conveying the message that a person must
always maintain the same zehirus and be ready to muster his strength
and overcome nisyonos at all times.
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The Mesilas Yesharim says, at the end of the first perek:apry 15
1012 TINYDY TI2PDY NNXN D7HY P RIND ATH DYIVI DTRN MRXN -4
person exists in this world primarily to do mitzvos, serve Hashem, and
overcome nisyonos. Rav Yechezkel Sarna, in his hagahos on Mesillas
Yesharim, adds the word “tamid” - constantly, as opposed to once in
a while. A person'’s existence in this world is all about being tested
and passing those tests — always.

In Parashas Vayera, on the passuk Dp7ar nx nvy DpYRM, the
Ramban explains that the purpose of nisyonos is to draw out a person’s
potential Y»19n Y8 N3 10 - from potential to actualization, to bring
a person'’s inner desires to fruition and reality. A person’s tachlis in
this world is to continue climbing and growing. After Rav Elyashiv
miraculously survived a surgery in his mid-nineties, he felt that he had
to do something to grow in his avodas Hashem. He decided, therefore,
that instead of waking up every morning at three o'clock, he'll wake
up at two fifteen. And he did so until the end of his life.

We always need to grow and shteig and become greater and greater,
as the passuk says:nvn %RYnN 790 PN? 239nY NHYNY DN NIR -
the path of life is to go higher and become wiser, in order that you
shouldn't fall down. There's no in between —a person is either going
up or, chalilah, he is falling. Even after a person overcame nisyonos
and achieved great levels he always has to remember that there's no
time to stop and rest; he needs to keep forging ahead.
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The Satan on the Rebound

In addition to the danger of complacency, after a person overcomes
amajor nisayon the yetzer hara tries to trap him in a different way, by
attempting to uproot what he has done. The Gemara in Kiddushin says
that if a person is toheh al harishonos - if he regrets his good deeds
- he can lose those deeds. Just as regretting an aveirah expunges
the aveirah, regretting a mitzvah can uproot the mitzvah. Therefore,
after a person does a mitzvah, the Satan tries to cause him to have
second thoughts about what he did.

Each day in Maariv we say the words: 1>InRm 117951 0V T0M,
asking Hashem to remove the Satan from before us and behind us. We
understand that the Satan “before us” refers to when we are about to
do a mitzvah and the Satan tries to stop us; we're asking that Hashem
remove him and eliminate anything that can get in our way. But what
does it mean that Hashem should remove the Satan from behind us?

The meforshim explain that after a person does a mitzvah, he might
regret his good deed. We therefore need protection from the Satan
that comes “behind us” - after the mitzvah is done.

In this vein, the Vilna Gaon explains why the Torah uses a small kaf

in the word An21%), in the phrase: An2%) N7V 790 DHN72R RN, The
small kaf connotes that Avraham Avinu didn't cry too much, because
he didn't want people to think that he had regrets about Akeidas
Yitzchak, the news of which caused Sarah’s neshamah to depart. Had
he cried copiously, people might have assumed he had charatah for
what he had done, so he kept his crying to a minimum.

We see from here that we always have to be on guard. Never should
a person say, “I'm finished — now I can retire.” Even after passing a
nisayon, we must continue to grow and reach new milestones. We
should never feel that we are finished in our avodah, as the possibilities
for growth are unlimited. We also have to be aware that it's possible,
chas veshalom, to lose what we've already accomplished, and we need
to vigilant not to regret what we did in the past.

Those who are able to join us in the yeshiva for Yarchei Kallah are
a prime example of this continuous growth - rather than lean back
on what they accomplished during the years they spent in yeshiva,
they grab the opportunity to continue to grow in yeshiva as bnei Torah
and attain ever-greater heights.

Gut Shabbos.
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The family will be sitting shiva until Tuesday morning at
Rechov Katzenelebogen 64, Yerushalayim
Between 10:00am — 2:00 pm and 5:00 pm and 10:00 pm
Rav Nissan Shlita can be reached at
1-917-480-2000
Between 4:00 pm — 6:00 pm EST
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This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:

o@cellularisrael.com
718.289.0195 - 072.224.3300
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