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Chanukah

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

)

The “Other” Nes of Chanukah

—’

}

The nes of Chanukah, we know, took place during the Bayis Sheini,
and Chazal tell us that there were many differences between the first
Beis Hamikdash and the second Beis Hamikdash. During the period of
the first Beis Hamikdash, the aron was present, and the level of hashra‘as
haShechinah was much greater.

Yet although the hashra‘as haShechinah during Bayis Sheini was on
a much lower madreigah, it was specifically during that period that the
splendor and majesty of Torah was revealed; some of the terms used to
describe the glory of the Torah Shebe'al Peh that was revealed then are:
MR, NMS T ,N7TN, and Ny, This revelation did not occur during the
time of the Bayis Rishon, when there was greater hashra’as haShechinah;
rather, it happened during the period of Bayis Sheini, when there was less
hashra'as haShechinah. It's hard to understand exactly what the above
terms mean, but I would like to focus on one aspect of the greatness of
Torah that was revealed specifically at the time of Bayis Sheini.

When we think about the nes of Chanukah, the first thing that comes
to ourmind is, of course, is the nes of the oil lasting for eight days, as the
Gemara teaches in Shabbos.

Elsewhere, however, Chazal and the sefarim teach that there was
another aspect of the nes of Chanukah that happened before the nes of
the shemen. When Klal Yisrael reentered the Beis Hamikdash, which the
Yevanim had left in shambles, besides finding the pach shemen, they also
found materials with which to build a new menorah, as the original gold
menorah wasn't available for hadlakas haneiros. The materials they used
were iron rods, which they coated with wood to form a makeshift menorah,
which they then used to light the oil that miraculously lasted for eight days.

Not only was the finding of the oil considered a nes, but finding the iron
rods and the wood, which didn't belong there, was considered a nes as well.
We see, then, that the nes of Chanukah included not only the lighting of
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the shemen, but also the finding of iron rods and wood for the menorah.

Clearly, if Hakadosh Baruch Hu brought about this nes of finding these
materials, we are meant to learn something from that. What does the nes
of the iron rods teach us? And why do Chazal make a point of noting that
they coated these metal rods with wood? This makeshift menorah was
obviously a far cry from the beautiful golden menorah that used to be in
the Beis Hamikdash, so what difference does it make whether the rods
were coated with wood? Why is it relevant to the nes that they coated
the iron with wood?

Perfection Isn’t Always Ideal

The menorah lit in the Beis Hamikdash, Chazal say, represented the
chochmah of Torah Shebe‘al Peh and gave off the hashpa'ah of Torah
Shebe'al Peh to Klal Yisrael. Indeed, the Gemara advises: 0w nxIIN
7 — if someone wants to merit chochmas haTorah, when he davens,
he should incline himself toward the south, just as the menorah — which
symbolizes the chochmas haTorah — was located on the southern side of
the Beis Hamikdash.

The menorah actually comprised two parts: the neiros and fire of the
menorah, and the menorah itself, which holds those candles. Similarly,
the Torah itself is a fire, like the fire of the menorah, but a fire can't just
float in midair — it requires a vessel, a “golden menorah,” to hold it. The
Torah that we learn is the fire, and we have to be the kii that carries that
fire of the Torah.

Of all the keilim of the Mishkan and the Beis Hamikdash, the menorah
was unique in that it was formed through a nes of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
All the other keilim were manmade; crafting them required a great deal
of chochmah on the part of Betzalel, but they could be made by humans.
When it came to the menorah, however, Moshe Rabbeinu had difficulty
understanding how to make it, and in the end he threw the gold into the
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fire and a menorah emerged. What is the significance of that?

Perhaps the idea here is that because the menorah is the kli that carries
the fire of Torah, that kli has to be perfect, as Torah cannot enter something
that is imperfect. As brilliant and wise as Betzalel and Moshe Rabbeinu
were, whenever human hands are involved, the result by definition lacks
the level of absolute perfection. Perfection is only from Hashem. Since the
menorah of the Beis Hamikdash, which carries the fire of Torah, had to be
perfect, even Moshe Rabbeinu couldn’t manage to craft it, and it had to
be formed by Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself, through a nes.

The menorah that was made at the time of Chanukah was the polar
opposite of that menorah, however. It was a simple, makeshift menorah
made of iron and some wood.

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu first gave us the Torah, at Maamad Har Sinai,
justas the menorah that symbolizes the Torah is perfect, the lomdei Torah
had to be perfect, in order to be zocheh to receive the Torah. Klal Yisrael
could not merit the fire of Torah with all their imperfections, so they had
to perfect themselves in order to receive the Torah.

As imperfect as the person is, that's how imperfect his Torah will be.
That's the remez of the golden menorah, which was formed by Hakadosh
Baruch Hu with the best material and the ultimate craftsmanship.

As time went on, however, and yeridas hadoros crept in, perfection
became out of reach. Now, there was a problem: How could we be zocheh
to carry the fire of Torah within us despite our imperfections?

At the time of the nes of Chanukah,Hakadosh Baruch Hu revealed to us
that at this point, when perfection is out of reach, the Torah finds away to
be carried even by a receptacle as crude and imperfect as iron rods. The
message was: Take the simplest keilim, whatever you can put together,
and the fire of Torah will burn there, too.

The other nes of Chanukah, then, was that the fire of Torah could glow
evenuponironrods, even in a place of imperfection. By this time, choshech
had become dominant in the world, and perfection was out of reach, yet
Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us the opportunity to light the flame of Torah
eveninironrods. True, the golden menorah was gone, with its perfection,
but now there was the option of the iron rods — take what you have, put it
togetherina makeshift arrangement, and the Torah will shine there as well.
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Do the Best You Can

Perhaps the hod and the hadar and the gedulah of the Torah that were
revealed during Bayis Sheinilie precisely in the Torah's ability to glow even
atopironrods: The Torah is so great that it doesn't need any help. It doesn't
need the help of the golden menorah — its beauty and glory are reflected
inthe fact that it can find a place anywhere, even in a rudimentary vessel.
Torah can burn anywhere, and its flame can glow from any kli whatsoever.

If something can endure only when it is in the best environment, it
is inherently limited. The Torah, on the other hand, is so glorious and
majestic that it can shine even amid the darkness, even in a makeshift
vessel of metal and wood.

By mentioning the wood, Chazal reveal to us another lesson. A person
might reason that if the Torah can glow even from iron rods, then he can
become a ben Torah no matter how faulty he is as a vessel, and he might
abandon any ambition to refine and perfect himself so that he can become
a worthy receptacle for Torah. After all, if the Torah can glow from even
a rudimentary menorah, they why bother refining oneself into a more
befitting vessel?

By emphasizing that the iron rods were coated in wood, Chazal are
teaching us that iron rods are fine if that's all you can do — but if you
can do even a little bit more, then iron rods are not enough! True, a
menorah made of iron rods coated with wood is not that much better
than a menorah made of iron rods alone, especially when compared to
the beautiful golden menorah it was coming to replace, but if there was
a possibility to improve the makeshift menorah even slightly, then that
slight improvement was crucial.

Chanukah, we know, is the Yom Tov of galus. As the galus goes on and
the choshech becomes more intense, the keilim that carry the fire of Torah
become ever more rudimentary, increasingly removed as they are from
the golden menorah. But we have to remember these two ideas: One,
that the greatness and splendor of Torah is that it can reach any place and
be carried by any kli; there’s no limit to what the Torah can do. And two,
on the other hand, that we have to do whatever we can do. We shouldn't
think, Oh, the vessel is so ugly anyway, what difference does it make, because
that little bit more, that wood covering, is also valuable. Our job is to do
whatever we can — and once we did our utmost, then the light of Torah
can shinein us just as it did in the past.
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