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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Shemos Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
[ o —
Of Eyes and Heart
f— o —

Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant shlita

In this week’s parashah we find a very interesting lashon in Rashi. On
the passuk: DI?202 X7 PNR YR R¥N MWD YT 0NN D022 0N, Rashi
comments: DYYY XN NPNY 129 PYIY 1M - DNYAD2 KM, he gave his
eyes and his heart to feel their pain. The Midrash relates that Moshe
Rabbeinu approached his fellow Yidden and said, “Let me help carry your
bricks, let me feel your pain.”

The phrase 1291 vy m triggers an association with a similar lashon
of Rashi last week’s parashah, Vayechi. At the beginning of the parashah,
Rashi asks why this parashah is “stumah,” and he answers: 9091w 112w *aH
DTIPVY 1YNNNY TIAPWN NIRN HRIW? HV D7) DPPY INNDI IR 2P
The galus begins with a blockage of Klal Yisrael's eyes and heart: yonoa
HRIY YV DaN DPYY, and the geulah begins with Moshe opening that
blockage by giving over his eyes and heart to feel the pain of other Yidden:
1297 YYY M.

We know that the eyes represent a person’s intellectual powers, while
the heart represents the person’s emotions. But what connection is there
between the galus beginning with the closure of Klal Yisrael's hearts and
minds and Moshe Rabbeinu’s ending that blockage by giving his eyes
and heart?

The Alter of Kelm, in his Chochmah U'Mussar, discusses the subject of
noseib’olim chaveiro at length, perek after perek after perek, and explains
why nosei b'ol im chaveiro is so critical. I'd like to convey his explanation
on a practical level.

We can't see or feel Hakadosh Baruch Hu; He has not physical
characteristics. In contrast, your neighbor, your friend, your relative, the
person sitting next to you on your bench —him, you can see and feel. The
gavra is there and the cheftzah is there: The gavra is the person next to
you, and the cheftzah is his pain. If a person can't be nosei b'ol im chaveiro
and share his pain, even though he's right there, that means the person
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is unable to step out of his own egocentric box and his own comfort zone
even for something that's apparent and tangible. If so, how can he possibly
have any sort of hasagah of and relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
Whom a person doesn't see or feel?

The first step in developing any sort of relationship with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is stepping out of ourselves, out of our own needs, desires, and
comfort zones, and seeing and feeling something that is outside our own
dalet amos. It starts with feeling a fellow Yid, with nosei b'ol im chaveiro,
which then serves as a platform for feeling Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Proactive Empathy

We might make the mistake of thinking that the Avos and Moshe
Rabbeinu felt bad for others because of some inborn trait. But Rashi
teaches us otherwise. We were taught in yeshiva to be medayek in Rashi,
and Rashi says: D9y 931 nvnY 129 Yry M, implying that empathy
wasn't Moshe's natural state of understanding (1) and feeling (ya). He
had to make an effort —1m1 is a verb, implying a conscious action — to
step out of his own comfort zone and pay attention.

Chazal state this explicitly, by the way. This Midrash, which describes
how Moshe Rabbeinu went out to feel the pain of his fellow Jews, teaches
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Moshe: “You were sitting in Pharaoh's
palace, where you grew up in royalty, and you had an easy life, but you
stepped out of your comfort zone to feel the pain of another Jew. I promise
you, therefore, that I will step out of My ‘comfort zone' from Shomayim
and come down to give the Torah to you."

This conveys that the entire zechus of Moshe Rabbeinu to receive the
Torah was that he stepped out of his comfort zone. He didn't just naturally
feel empathy, he had to make himself pay attention and feel it.

I think Rav Wolbe once said in a schmooze in the Mir, quoting the
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mashgiach Rav Yerucham, that “dos iz di gantze Moshe Rabbeinu” — this
is the essence of Moshe Rabbeinu. From that starting point, he became
the manhig of Klal Yisrael.

The Keys to Geulah

We can now understand the link between the two mentions of eyes
and hearts. The galus begins with Y87’ Y» D1 DY M), with a
blockage, because galus is hester. Galus is when a person doesn't feel
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's love or see His hashgachah pratis even though it's
there. His eyes can't discern Hashem's involvement intellectually, and his
heart can't feel the relationship. He feels disconnected. That's not just the
state of galus, it's the challenge of galus — our challenge in the hester is to
see Hakadosh Baruch Hu in every situation and try to feel His presence.
That's the whole purpose of galus. Galus is not just a punishment; it has
a purpose and a goal.

The first step to opening the blockage of D1% DYY AND) is M
DPYY I8N N 129 Y. Since the definition of galus is not seeing or
feeling Hakadosh Baruch Hu, by opening our eyes and hearts to the pain
of another Jew we take the first step in eliminating that blockage. And it's
not necessarily something that comes naturally. But when a person invests
the effort to open the blockage of his heart, so he's not self-centered,
he can then move on to the next step, which is to see and feel Hakadosh
Baruch Hu. As long as a person is wrapped up in himself, he can't see
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anything else —not another Jew, and certainly not Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Moshe Rabbeinu opened the blockage of galus and shibud by taking
the first step of 1291 ¥ 1nJ, to see something else outside of him. The
next step, after that, is to see Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

It'sincredible to consider the relationship between the avodah of bein
adam I'chaveiro, of feeling the pain of another Yid, and the avodah of bein
adam laMakom: A person who doesn't feel the pain of another Yid can't
have a relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Laterin the parashah we again find a mention of eyes and heart. On the
passuk: DFYR YT HRIY? 212 NR DPYR R, Rashisays: ini - DpHR Y11
PYY DYYN R 19 DiHY. The geulah begins when Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gives His heart and doesn't hide His eyes. Hashem's eyes, the sefarim tell
us, represent His hashgachah pratis, while His heart represents His love.

The beginning of the geulah is when Hakadosh Baruch Hu reveals His
love and stops hiding His hashgachah pratis. But to access that, we must
first step out of our box and open our own blockages.

This is a big part of our avodah now, when so many people are suffering
and so many have died or become sick orincapacitated. The more we step
out of our box and are able to feel someone else’s pain, the more we are
able to feel Hakadosh Baruch Hu. And then Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives
us His eyes and heart.

Gut Shabbos.
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