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Parashas
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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—

_——

From Avdei Pharaoh to Avdei Hashe

m
7

_—

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer shlita

We have a mitzvah d'Oraysa to recount the monumental event of
Yetzias Mitzrayim twice a day, day and night: '"nR¥ 2WR DYFOR 0 IR
023N pIRN DINR. Chazal say that this mitzvah is fulfilled immediately
after Krias Shema, as after we say Shema and yny or i) we recite the
parashah of tzitzis, which ends with the mention of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

What is the connection between Krias Shema and Yetzias Mitzrayim?

The Brisker Rav explains that if a person says only the words’n "R
DIXN PIRN DINR MRYIN TWYR DIPYR and stops there, he has not yet
fulfilled the mitzvah of remembering Yetzias Mitzrayim, because the
mitzvah is to say: NYNY DI¥N PIRN DINR MNRYIN IR DPFIOR ‘N IR
DpYRY D27 — Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim to be our God, meaning
that the very purpose and definition of Yetzias Mitzrayim is for us to accept
the Torah and mitzvos and be avdei Hashem. The declaration of n2% nvn%
DPYRY is an integral part of the mitzvah of zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim, and
Krias Shema, which is a proclamation of kabbalas ol malchus Shomayim,
is therefore followed immediately by zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim, which
includes the concept of mp5>RY 2% Nvny.

Regarding the actual event of Yetzias Mitzrayim, which occurs in this
week’s parashah, the Yalkut and Yerushalmi relate that even when Pharaoh
said that the Yidden could leave, Moshe Rabbeinu said, “We're not going.”
For the Yidden to leave, Pharaoh had to announce, “Until now you were
avdei Pharaoh, but from this moment on you are becoming avdei Hashem.”
The Yerushalmi states that Hakadosh Baruch Hu amplified Pharaoh’s voice,
and this message reverberated throughout all of Mitzrayim, so that all the
Yidden and all the Egyptians heard that from now on we are becoming
avdei Hashem. Only then did we leave Mitzrayim.

The declaration that we are now avdei Hashem is the essence of Yetzias
Mitzrayim, and that's the basis for the assumption — found in a Mishnah
in Berachos that is part of the Haggadah shel Pesach — that the mitzvah of
zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim must be performed both by day and by night. All

N1 NwIal4

that's missing is a source in the Torah for this obligation, and that's why we
have the discussion of which passuk is the basis for it. But underpinning
that discussion is the assumption that there must be an obligation both
day and night — and how do we know that there is such a mitzvah? The
answer is that if we are avdei Hashem and obligated in mitzvos both by day
and by night, then logic dictates that there must be a mitzvah of zechiras
Yetzias Mitzrayim both by day and by night.

No Break Between Three and Four

Hakadosh Baruch Hu informed Moshe Rabbeinu of Yetzias Mitzrayim
with the four leshonos of geulah, and the Ohr Hachaim and the Netziv
(in Haamek She‘ailah) explain that these are not merely four terms that
mean the same thing. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Avraham Avinu,
during Bris Bein Habesarim, that his descendants would be enslaved, He
delineated three distinct aspects:

1. o7 X5 yIxa gy i 9 — We'll be foreigners and second-class
citizens, and we won't be allowed to leave.

2. 0y721 — We'll be forced to perform hard labor.
3. onr 1Y) — They'll afflict us us and kill the children.

The first three leshonos of geulah correspond to these three aspects
of Galus Mitzrayim. The term »nx¥1) means that Hashem will end the
affliction of oniRk 1y); the term 'm¥n) means that Hashem will rescue
us from the enslavement of oy72y); and the term 'n%X)) means that we
will be freed from having to be in Mitzrayim and not being able to leave.

The Ohr Hachaim notes that these three aspects of the redemption
happened at different times: After the first few makkos, Pharaoh learned
that he could not hurt us or our children anymore ((nx¥M). After six
months, the shibud stopped entirely ("nxm), and then, when Makkas
Bechoros struck, we were allowed to go free ("n7x31).
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What about'nnp?? That happened at the moment of Yetzias Mitzrayim,
when we became avdei Hashem. Through our Korban Pesach —np3 12wn
D37 —and through Makkas Bechoros, we were transformed immediately
into avdei Hashem.

We commemorate these four leshonos of geulah with the arba kosos.
Why do we use wine, specifically, to commemorate them? Rav Shlomo
Zalman explains that it's because, as the Gemara tells us, wine has a
property that when you drink one cup, you want another cup, and when
you drink a second cup, you have a cheishek for yet another. Similarly,

each one brings the cheishek and the need for the next one.

There are specific halachos regarding drinking between the various
kosos on the Seder night. Between kosos one and two, before the second
cup is poured, you're allowed to drink; between two and three, during the
meal, you are certainly allowed to drink; but between three and four, the
Gemara says, there is no drinking at all. The Mishnah Berurah says that
lechatchilah, not only should you not drink wine, so that you not become
drunk, you also should not drink anything else, even if it's not chamar
medinah. Except for water, we should avoid all drinking kosos three and four.

Why should all drinking be avoided between the final two kosos? Many
meforshim note that this can't be because of the halachah of 1van pr
17P7aR NoAN INR, because after the third cup, which is followed by the
afikomen, we do drink a fourth cup.

The Avnei Nezer explains that a person could be excused for thinking
that the fulfillment of the first three leshonos of geulah — %0y ynRYIM,
and m98) —had a purpose in its own right: emancipation, freedom, the
end of DNR 1Y) DITIYY DNY KY PIRD Y71 720 . But that's not where
Hakadosh Baruch Hu stopped —He added, Y113 ¥i272 38 12 7I0R), which
means that the culmination and purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim was for us
to become avdei Hashem. As the Brisker Rav says, that's an integral part of
Yetzias Mitzrayim, to the extent that a person does not fulfill the obligation
of zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim if he omits 0p>R% 027 Nvn.

Therefore, Chazal instituted that after you drink the three cups of wine,
If you drink something at that point, it gives the impression that those
three kosos have a purpose unto themselves, and that's not the case at all.
We are not allowed to drink anything between the third and fourth kosos
because we must understand that the entire purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim
is the fourth kos — in Pharaoh's words, “From now on you're avdei Hashem.”

N1 NwIa 5

Connecting Parah and Hachodesh

We're heading now toward the month of Adar, in which we read the
4 parashiyos: Shekalim, Zachor, Parah, and Hachodesh. The Gemara
(Megillah 30) states — and the Shulchan Aruch rules this way in Hilchos
Megillah as well — that Shekalim and Zachor are read at the beginning
of the month, before Purim, while Parah is read after Purim, followed by
Parashas Hachodesh. What about a year when Purim is on Friday? asks
the Gemara. This year, Purim in most of the world is on Friday, meaning
that there are three Shabbosos in Adar after Purim. Technically, then,
Parashas Parah could be read the day after Purim, but the Gemara rules
that the reading of Parah is postponed a week, and Parashas Hachodesh
is read the following week.

The Shulchan Aruch rules this way as well, and the Vilna Gaon, commenting
on the Shulchan Aruch, refers to an enigmatic teaching of the Yerushalmi
(Megillah 3:5): How do we know that we have to postpone Parashas Parah,
taking a break before Parah and not between Parah and Hachodesh? Says
the Yerushalmi, just as we may not drink between the third and fourth
kosos, but we may drink between the second and third, we're allowed to
take a break between Zachor and Parah, as we're going to do this year, but
we can never have a Shabbos between Parah and Hachodesh.

The Minchas Ani explains, in this week’s parashah, that the three
parashiyos of Shekalim, Zachor, and Parah correspond to the 3 stages of
MR NN MRXIM. A person might feel, after this, that he's done, he's
already an accomplished person. But the Yerushalmi is teaching us that
this is not enough. Parashas Hachodesh is when a person undertakes to
shteig and be mekabel the Torah — D% N1 WTNN. Bringing the Korban
Pesach is a new kabbalas HaTorah — 02% Inpy 19¥n — and that has to
immediately follow the three parashiyos of Shekalim, Zachor, and Parah.

How do you know, asks the Yerushalmi, that we're not allowed to take
a break between Parashas Parah and Parashas Hachodesh? For the same
reason that we may not drink between the third and fourth kosos on the
Seder night, which is that we can't stop between the first three leshonos of
geulah and the fourth, "nnp%), because the purpose of Yetzias Mitzrayim
was to become avdei Hashem: D>p%R% 0% nviny.

That's why, in a year like this, there's no interruption between Parah
and Hachodesh.

Until now we were avdei Pharaoh, and as soon as the geulah arrives we
become avdei Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and in this way we should be zocheh
to see the geulah ha'asidah b’meheirah veyameinu.
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