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PARSHAPREVIEW

Purim
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
f— ° —/
Relying ONLY on Hashem
f— oo —

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznik Shlita

In the piyut of Shoshanas Yaakov, which is recited after the Megillah, we
say: M MT Y22 oMM NXIY NN DNYWN, meaning that the salvation
and the hope that we merited on Purim lasts with us for generations.
The Sfas Emes explains — and I saw a similar idea cited from the Chasam
Sofer — that these words convey that at the time of Purim, Klal Yisrael
themselves were not deserving of the nes in terms of their own madreigah,
their maasim tovim, or their teshuvah and tefillah. The decree had been
sealed in Shomayim, and since Klal Yisrael by rights did not deserve to be
saved, Haman's plot should have succeeded. Yet because they relied on
Hashem and had bitachon in Him — 12 o Y5 — He made a nes and
saved them. When we rely on Hakadosh Baruch Hu like a child relies on
his father, He says, “It's up to Me."

The Sfas Emes explains that precisely because Klal Yisrael were
undeserving of the nes, we are able to say: bmpm NX1% AN DNYIVN
97 M7 933, Had the nes occurred due to their tefillah, their zechusim, their
fasting, then we might not be similarly deserving, and we therefore could
not expect similar nissim in our generation. But because they were not
deserving of the nes, yet they were saved because they relied on Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, we, too, can follow their example by relying on Hakadosh Baruch
Hu to save us in every generation and circumstance.

This idea is reflected in one of the allusions to Hashem’s Name in the
Megillah. Hashem’'s Name does not appear explicitly anywhere in the
Megillah, but it is alluded to in several places in roshei teivos, one of which
is the words: own 190 7990 R, whose first letters spell n--n->. The
question is asked: Why is the Name of Hashem revealed here, of all places,
in the context of Esther’s inviting Haman to her banquet?

The answer is that as long as Esther was in the royal palace, Klal Yisrael
felt confident that they had a “sister in the palace,” who would provide
proteksia with the king: “Esther will take care of it.” Therefore, they were

N9 - MXN NWIA |5

not fully reliant on Hakadosh Baruch Hu. But when they saw that Esther
invited Haman to her party with the king, they figured that she was in on
their plot, and they realized then that they had no one to rely on other
than their Father in Heaven. That was why Hashem's Name was revealed
specifically when Esther was inviting Haman.

The nes of Purim, we know, differed from other nissim in our history
in that it was not a revealed nes, but a hidden one, a nes betoch hateva.
Who says we are worthy of a revealed miracle, in which nature is altered?
Hakadosh Baruch Hu does not perform open miracles in every generation,
asthe Ramban teaches at the end of Parashas Bo. But to pull strings within
nature in order to work things out for Klal Yisrael — that we have bechol
dor v'dor. And that's what happened in the Megillah.

Change the Interpretation, Not the Words

Regarding the second iggeres that was sent out, as per Esther’s request,
Achashverosh instructed: 790 DWa nyya 1% 7720 YV 1202 DOR)
PR 7200 NY203 TIAN) 7250 DY3 21023 WK 2032 °2 7290 NY2v3 1nnm
2¥n7. What exactly was going on here, the meforshim wonder. If the old
iggeres could not be retracted, then how would it help to write a new one?

The Alshich offers a brilliant explanation. The first iggeres, sent by Haman,
said: D730 3 NR TR $IN? TNYNY, which, simply understood, means
that all the Yidden should be killed and annihilated. But the passuk can
actually be read in two ways, depending on the placement of the comma.
If the comma is placed after the word Tar%, then the passuk reads:1nwin%
72891 112, who? All the Jews: 073070 93 nX. But if the commais placed
after the word Y3, then the passuk reads: 92 nx 72891 M7 TRYDY—to
kill everyone, and who should do the killing? The Jews: o>mn7n. In this
reading, the word 07371 is not connected to the words: 52 nx.

When the first iggeres went out, the comma was placed after: Tnwn%
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72821 112. Who should be killed? o*73n70 92 nX. When that letter went
out, the word 93 meant that a catastrophe would befall Klal Yisrael, with
every single person annihilated —men, women, and children. But in the end,
Achashverosh sent out another letter instructing that the word o 1ann

in the original letter be read differently: D2>yya 103 w70 Sy 12N3,
meaning that a comma should be inserted before those words, after the
word Y2. What was written in the first letter could not be changed, but it
could be read differently: 170,22 Mg TR ¥10% TRV — meaning
that the Jews should do the killing.

It turns out, then, that the word 93, which originally caused terrible
dread, asit conveyed a gezeirah of total annihilation, saved Klal Yisrael in the
end. Had that word not been in the first letter, the instruction to annihilate
the Jews could not have been read differently; it would have said:nwn%
DTN NR T2RY 30?2, and nothing could have replaced the Jews as the
object of annihilation. But because the first letter included the word 9, a
comma could be inserted afterit, giving the passuk awhole new meaning.

The second letter, then, was really a commentary on the first, instructing
people to read the first letter differently. Accordingly, the nes of Purim
happened within the confines of nature: The first letter was not retracted,
but it took on new meaning. On Purim, everything had a new pshat, and
everything was switched around: R0 1an.

The teva itself never changes, but the ability to interpret teva in an
entirely different way, for the benefit of Klal Yisrael, is something that
we have bechol dor v'dor.

I believe this is the basis for the minhag to say Purim Torah and give
new interpretations and pilpulim. Nothing is k'pshuto on Purim. It's a day
when we dress up and wear masks, to show that even in nature, nothing
is k'pshuto.

When are we zocheh that Hashem overturns the regular interpretation
of teva? When we rely on Him. But if we do not have bitachon, and we
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attribute our successes to »1? nx») ’nd, then Hakadosh Baruch Hu says,
“Fine, take care of it yourselves.”

Zeresh’s True Message

The Megillah relates that Zeresh told Haman: 7R 72770 7?0 0 oR
1397 S1am %193 219 92N XY 1197 Y21 monin. The simple explanation is
that she was saying that if Mordechai is a Jew, then there's nohope —once
Haman started to fall, he's going to fall all the way and lose to Mordechai.
The Malbim interprets this differently, however, explaining that Zeresh
was truly wicked, and she was advising Haman as follows: “If Mordechai
is a Jew, do you know why you will start falling before him? Because he
is davening to Hashem and relies on Him. Instead, y19% %191 %191 — you
should give in to Mordechai. Approach him and say, ‘You know, you're
right, you don't have to bow down, I'm backing off. Then, the Yidden will
stop davening to the Eibishter. They'll say, ‘Okay, we're getting something
done over here, it's working. They will no longer rely on the Eibishter, and
then you'll win."

The Sfas Emes explains that the reason for the halachah of y 1> 897 7Y
is to show that Purim is not in the merit of our own actions, as a person
may not even daven when he is drunk. On Purim, we rely totally on the
Eibishter. Someone once told me on Purim that a whole year we're the
ones driving through life, but since we can't drink and drive, on Purim we
tell the Eibishter, “I'll drink and You drive.”

May Hakadosh Baruch Hu overturn the current situation and save us
from the terrible virus, giving us back the Olam Hayeshivos and restoring
everyone's parnassah, even better than before. We see that as soon as
the vaccine came out, that's exactly when the new strains of the virus
began to emerge. So we have to rely totally on Hakadosh Baruch Hy;
there's nothing else.

We should all be zocheh to see nissim and yeshuos.

A freilichen Purim!
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