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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

If You Have It, Hide It!
Harav Hagaon Yitzchak Caplan shlita

Towards the beginning of the parashah, the Torah
commands that there should always be a fire burning on
the mizbei’ach: N22N X7 N2ATHND 7Y T TN WX. Chazal
tell us that although a fire descended from heaven onto
the mizbei’ach, nevertheless there’s a mitzvah that the
Kohanim should light a fire as well.

The question is: why? If Hakadosh Baruch Hu is sending
a miraculous fire from heaven, then why do the Kohanim
have to light a fire themselves?

The Chinuch explains that Hashem’s way is to conceal
the miracles He performs, just as He made a wind blow
the entire night before Krias Yam Suf, and only then
caused the water to split, as the Torah states: 'n 7711
N2INY7 D0 DX OWIN7'70 72 NTY D' TP D02 D0 DX Krias
Yam Suf was arguably the greatest overt miracle that
ever occurred, but Hakadosh Baruch Hu was trying to
limit the nes and cloak it behind the fagade of nature,
to make it appear as though it was caused by a tsunami
of sorts. Similarly, although Hakadosh Baruch Hu sent
down a fire from heaven, there is nevertheless a mitzvah
to downplay the nes by having the Kohanim light a fire.

We find a similar idea related to Noach’s teivah. Noach
was commanded to build a teivah measuring one hundred
amos by fifty amos and place all the species of animals
on earth into it, and the Ramban notes that numerous
teivos would have been required to hold all these animals,
but Hakadosh Baruch Hu made a nes and all the animals
fitinto a single teivah. If so, why couldn’t He make a nes
that all the animals should fit into a small teivah of ten
amos by five amos, so that Noach would not have had
to spend 120 years building a huge teivah? If a nes was
happening anyway, why couldn’t he have fit the animals
into a cardboard box?

The Ramban explains that the point was to downplay
the nes. The teivah was quite large, not some tiny box, so
people could perhaps rationalize that this was natural, and
it wasn’t really Hakadosh Baruch Hu Who miraculously
caused all the animals to fit into this one teivah.

Every Nes is a Nisayon

Rav Chatzkel Levenstein, whose yahrtzeit is this week,
noted that the words nes and nisayon share the same
root, because every nes still has to be a nisayon for a
person, leaving him place for bechirah. If the Ribbono
Shel Olam would perform an overt miracle that leaves no
room for doubt that He was behind it, then we would see
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Him clearly, and we would have no bechirah. Therefore,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu hides Himself to an extent, and
minimizes the nes to ensure that it remains a nisayon:
Will the person concede that this was a miracle from the
Ribbono Shel Olam, or will he say that the wind blowing
is what caused the sea to split, and it was the fire lit by
the Kohanim that burned on the mizbei’ach, and it was
the huge teivah that Noach built that made it possible
for all the animals to enter?

The word D71y, world, is related to the word 07vn, hidden,
because Hakadosh Baruch Hu hides Himself behind the
facade of nature and we have to seek Him out.

Rav Wolbe notes that Hakadosh Baruch Hu instructs us,
through the navi Michah, 7'j77x Dy N7 vaxnl — we should
walk with him with tznius. Some people understand
tznius very superficially, as a dress code, but tznius is
much more than that: It means concealing one’s actions
rather than flaunting them. A person who behaves with
tznius and hides his own actions is walking in the ways
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who also conceals Himself
behind nature.

A person who is always concerned about what others are
going to say, and seeks the recognition and accolades of
others, is living without tznius, focused as he is on the
external as opposed to the internal. Such a person will
also dress the part, attempting to draw attention to his
own external appearance. Thisis why people often confuse
tznius with a dress code, but really the non-tznius attire is
just an external manifestation of the person’s dependency
on outside recognition, and his lack of pnimiyus.

Someone whois at peace with himself and is focused on
the internal does not attach that much importance to his
external appearance and does not need people to look
at him and notice his clothing. It takes one to know one,
continues R' Wolbe. A person who is tzanua is able to
see Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who acts with tznius. When a
person conceals his actions, and turns his pnimiyus into
theikar, not seeking the recognition of others, then he is
able to focus on the pnimiyus of the world and discern
Hakadosh Baruch Hu behind the facade of nature.

Who Sees the Hidden Miracles?

R' Wolbe adds that this message is evident from the
Megillah. Mordechai and Esther did us a big favor by
writing the Megillah in such a way that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu’s orchestration of events is patently clear. To someone
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living at that time, however, the events described in the
Megillah would have seemed like a series of random,
unconnected occurrences: Achashverosh happened
to get angry at Vashti; Esther happened to be chosen
as a queen four years later; Mordechai happened to
be in the right place at the right time when Bigsan and
Seresh plotted to kill Achashverosh. The story of the
Megillah happened over the course of nine years, but
Mordechai and Esther were able to connect all the dots
because they themselves lived with tznius. They were
focused on theinternal, and had no need to flaunt their
accomplishments, so they were able to see Hakadosh
Baruch Hu acting as the grand puppeteer, pulling all the
strings behind the events.

R" Wolbe says that he always had a dream to write
twenty biographies, ten about non-Jewish greats and
ten about Jewish gedolim, to highlight the difference
between greatness among the gentiles and greatnessin
Klal Yisrael. He gave the example of Albert Schweitzer, a
well-known professor of theology who lived in Europe
and held a prestigious position in a university. When he
heard about people in third-world countries who knew
nothing about G-d and also needed medical assistance,
he decided to study medicine and become a doctor so
that he should be able to go out and help these people.
As he helped them, he taught them about G-d, and he
gave up everything he had, including his prestigious
position, in order do this work, without pay. But he wrote
an autobiography documenting every single thing that
he did, so everyone should know about it. To his mind,
had people not known of his accomplishments, they
would not be worth anything.

L’havdil, take someone like the Chazon Ish. How many
hundreds, even thousands, of almanos, yesomim, and
other needy people did he help without anyone knowing
what he did? The closer you get to a gadol, the more
you’ll see that he’s hiding, and the more you’ll appreciate
who he is. Great as our gedolim are, we really see only
the surface, and there’s so much more to him that we
don’t know about.

The Hidden Salvation

My favorite story about the Chofetz Chaim is the following.
A person suffering from a rare disease once approached
the Chofetz Chaim for advice, and the Chofetz Chaim told
him to go to a certain rav in a far-off town and request
a berachah from him. The Chofetz Chaim cautioned,
however, that no one should ever know what had
transpired. The man agreed, and he traveled to the rav,
received a berachah, and recovered. Some years later,
the man’s sister-in-law contracted the same disease,
and his family began pressuring him: “What did you do?
How did you recover?” He tried pushing them off, since
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he had committed to the Chofetz Chaim that he would
not reveal what had happened between them, but as the
situation became increasingly dire and the pressure on
him mounted, he finally capitulated and disclosed what
the Chofetz Chaim had told him to do.

Sure enough, a few months later his own illness returned.
By then, the rav who had given him the berachah had
already passed on, but the Chofetz Chaim was still alive,
so he returned to the Chofetz Chaim and related what
had happened. “I didn’t listen to you,” he admitted. “You
told me notto tell anyone what happened, but | did tell,
and the disease returned.”

“What should | do?” replied the Chofetz Chaim. “Ten
years ago, when you came to me, | was much younger,
so | was able to fast for you. | fasted and davened, and
baruch Hashem you recovered, but now | don’t have the
strength anymore.”

Consider what happened here: A stranger came to the
Chofetz Chaim, and he was willing to fast and beseech
Hashem on his behalf, while covering his tracks by
stipulating that no one should ever find out what he had
done — and had the person not capitulated to his family’s
pressure, then no one would ever have known about it.
Such is the greatness of a gadol b’Yisrael: everything is
done b’tznius.

We live in a generation where everyone has to know
everything and people’s actions are all live, in the open.
Everyone has to flaunt what they do, and everyone else
has to keep up. Yet the ability to discern the Ribbono
Shel Olam behind the facade of nature is dependent
on our acting with tznius by concealing ourselves. The
passuk in Mishlei says, nnJnN DO'WVIIX NN, implying that
those who conceal themselves have the wisdom to see
the Ribbono Shel Olam in the briah.

The more we’re able to focus on the pnimiyus, concealing
our actions instead of flaunting them, the more we will
be able to see Hakadosh Baruch Hu in every aspect of
our lives.
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