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Parashas
Vayikra/
Pesach

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

)

Parashas Vayikra / Pesach

\

)

¢

Harav Hagaon Binyomin Cohen shlita

This year, when Erev Pesach falls on Shabbos, we read the haftarah of
Shabbos Hagadol next Shabbos, and the minhag to read the Haggadah
is next Shabbos as well. But the minhag to have the drashah of Shabbos
Hagadol, says the Mishnah Berurah, is this Shabbos, two Shabbosim before
Pesach. The Pri Megadim explains that next weekit's too late for therav to
tell the tzibbur to be careful regarding certain halachos related to Pesach
and to change the way they prepare for Pesach.

We can extend this idea to our own preparations for Yom Tov: When
preparing ourselves for the tremendous Yom Tov of Pesach, we have to
start two Shabbosim earlier.

This week’s parashah, Parashas Vayikra, begins by discussing the
korbanos, starting with the korban olah, about which the passuk says: 98
119999879 INR 772 TV Yk Nng. Rashi, citing the Gemara, highlights
an inherent contradiction in the phrase: 1187 IR 27p2. Chazal teach
that the words "nxk 2077 imply that the person should be compelled to
bring the korban even against his will, while the word y1x%7% implies that
he must offer it willingly. To reconcile this contradiction, Chazal say: 191
1R XYY INRWY TY MR — we force him to the point that he says, “Iwant.”

The Chasam Sofer, in Toras Moshe, offers another approach basedona
mashal. A Jewish peasant, perhaps a wagon driver, lives in a small village
and is busy from morning to night with his parnassah. He has no concept
of learning Torah and no appreciation for spiritual matters. Let's say that
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someone approaches this peasant and ask him, “Would you like to take
off some time during the day and go learn? Maybe just for an hour?” He
would look at the person strangely, as no one he knows occupies himself
with such matters; they're all busy, like him, with earning parnassah.

But let's say, the Chasam Sofer continues, that this peasant comes to
Yerushalayim, where he sees great people who are busy all day only with
Torah and avodah. He goes a little further, to the Beis Hamikdash, and
sees the kohanim performing their avodah all day, and he perceives the
Shechinah resting there. This Yid is going to be nispa‘el, and his heart will
start craving a closer connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to the Torah, to
avodas Hashem. At that moment, if you were to go over to him and ask,
“Would you like to take off some time during the day to learn? Maybe for
an hour?” he would answer, “What? One hour? I want to learn at least
three hours a day

"

When the passuk saysnx 27372 791 YR nna YR, explains the Chasam
Sofer, it means that before the person reaches the entrance to the Ohel
Moed, he has to be forced to go. But when he comes before Hashem,
suddenly he'll want to do it:"n 97 11%7%.

The Chasam Sofer notes that a similar idea applies to the mitzvah
of maaser sheini. Maaser sheini is eaten by the owner, who must go to
Yerushalayim and eat it there. He's supposed to come’n 1197, to acquire a
new understanding. When a person enters a different environment, where
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he's surrounded by Torah'dike people, his values and prioritiesin life change.

*kk

I saw from R’ Asher Chaim Lieberman shlita that this dichotomy of
13%7% IR 2772 can be applied to the Yom Tov of Pesach as well. On one
hand, we could view the mitzvah of Pesach as in the category of inxk 2
— even 1M1 YY1, against our will. Making Pesach involves tremendous
pressure and a lot of hard work, but if a person takes a deeper look into
the pnimiyus of the Yom Tov, he'll do all that work willingly: "n »19% Y1%7%.

When we describe our departure from Mitzrayim, we don't say “Yetziah
MiMitzrayim"—an exodus from Mitzrayim — but rather “Yetzias Mitzrayim,”
the departure of Mitzrayim. Mitzrayim is going out of us.

Leil HaSeder is a night when we ascend from the forty-ninth level of
tumah and transcend the timtum halev that holds back a Yid from feeling a
true geshmak in avodas Hashem, in davening, in an act of chessed. Thisis a
time for every Yid to merit his personal geulah, so that his pure neshamah
can shine through.

When a person puts himself into the mindset that he's preparing for a
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Yom Tov of lifnei Hashem, a time of geulah, then all petty arguments over
trivial things — arguments that could easily arise during the hectic days
before Pesach — will automatically fall away, because we're preparing for

a Yom Tov of lifnei Hashem.

One of the powerful eitzos for adopting this mindset of preparing to
be lifnei Hashem — besides taking time to learn about Pesach and the
Haggadah — is to daven. During these days before Pesach, we can ask
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, perhaps at the end of Shemoneh Esrei, to allow
us to fulfill all the mitzvos of the Yom Tov optimally, to merit to receive
all the tremendous gifts and hashpa’os that this special Yom Tov has to
offer, and not to be distracted by all the superficial things that can take
us away from the essence of the Yom Tov. The more we focus and prepare
ourselves, the more we become a kii kibul to be able to internalize the

power of the Yom Tov.

We should all be zocheh to truly be mekabel the Yom Tov willingly,

lirtzono, lifnei Hashem.

Gut Shabbos and gut Yom Tov.
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