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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Bringing Down Blessing
Harav Hagaon Shmuel Wolman shlit"a

This parshah famously begins by establishing the
conditions that need to be metin order to be zocheh
to the tremendous shefa berachah that Eretz Yisrael
has to offer. The conditions seem quite clear: DX
IMNYRNIXD NNID7R 'Npna - if you keep Hashem'’s
mitzvos, you can expect a downpour of berachos,
includingnTwi \WIN712! YIND NN DAY D)'DYL AN
179 101, and D)XINANDLL7 DNAY'I YIWT7 DINDNT7 DN7IXNI,
and YIX2 DiI7¥ N1, and so on. But this windfall of
berachah has two very serious prerequisites: DX
IMNYN NIXD NXIDY70 'NPNA, and we need to identify
what each of these refers to.

The phrase 1Mnyn 'Mixn NNl obviously means keeping
the 613 mitzvos, but what does 1270 'nppna add? Rashi
explains: NN D'7NY 'NNY. Rashi is teaching that
it’s not enough to be an ehrlicheh Yid who keeps
Taryag mitzvos; if we want to unlock these treasures
of shefa berachah we must also dedicate ourselves
to ameilus baTorah.

It’s clear from Rashi that the key to the immense
berachah that Eretz Yisrael has to offeris not simply
keeping the mitzvos, but rather ameilus baTorah -
not just to be koveia ittim laTorah, but specifically
the yegiah.

The Gemara (Megillah 3a) tells us that when Yonasan
ben Uziel publicized his Targum, Eretz Yisrael shook,
400 parsah by 400 parsah, and a bas kol declared,
“Whois the one who revealed My secrets to mankind?”

This Gemara is perplexing, on several counts.
First, what was the complaint against Yonasan ben
Uziel for revealing Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s secrets?
Second, the Yaavetz wonders which secrets of Torah
Yonasan ben Uziel revealed - the Targum seems to
be a translation reflecting Chazal’s understanding
of the basic meaning of the pesukim, so why is
that considered secrets of the Torah? Third, does
Hakadosh Baruch Hu really want the Torah’s meaning
to remain hidden and cryptic, so that simple Yidden
will never be able to comprehend Torah or Nevi’im?
Isn’t Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s purpose in giving the
Torah that we should be able to understand it? And
if so,isn’t Yonasan ben Uziel’'s Targum a tremendous
service, facilitating as it does the goal of learning and
understanding Torah? Why, then, did Eretz Yisrael
give such an outcry? Finally, why was it Eretz Yisrael
specifically that reacted so severely?
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Tosafos Rid adds a few words to the Gemara that are
incredibly revealing and powerful: 2n27T |I'>T wIN'O
NAPIWYPTD IN1'O7'D7 INMWOY MDD N7 'NAPT NDIAN.
Apparently, Tosafos Rid is conceding that the issue
was not that Yonasan ben Uziel revealed specific
secrets of the Torah; rather, the concern was that
the availability of the Targum simplified the process
of learning Torah so that people would no longer
need to be ameil the same way that they used to.
That possible loss of ameilus in Torah was terrifying,
and that is what prompted the bas kol to cry out,
“Who is making My Torah so easily accessible and
minimizing ameilus baTorah?

Of course Torah was given to be understood, and
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is not interested in keeping it
a secret, but at the same time there’s a very specific
way that we are meant to attain understanding of
Torah, and thatis through constant ameilus. The bas
kol considered this new convenience of the Targum
a serious threat to that ameilus.

Perhaps the reason Eretz Yisrael, specifically, was
so reactive to the Targum is that its entire shefa
berachah is contingent on 12710 'MNPNa DX, meaning
that we are ameil baTorah. Eretz Yisrael knows well
that if ameilus baTorah is compromised, its entire
lifeline is in peril. Therefore, Eretz Yisrael was literally
shaken to the core, as it pondered whether it would
be able to survive and provide the shefa berachah
despite the diminished ameilus baTorah resulting
from the Targum’s availability.

Craving Our Toil

With this in mind we can perhaps explain another
statement of Chazal, in Toras Kohanim, regarding the
words 7Xap N NINAD DIPNNY TN70 12770 'Nna OX
NN 0'7'pY. This introduces a new dimension of
what ameilus baTorah is: It’s not just a proper way
of approaching Torah, but is something Hakadosh
Baruch Hu actually craves. Similarly, on Shavuos
we say, in Akdamos, XN1V72 [IXN7'T 21371 T'DN| X -
Hakadosh Baruch Hu yearns and craves that Klal
Yisrael should toil in Torah.

Why, indeed, does Hakadosh Baruch Hu crave our
ameilus?
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Based on the opening words of Parashas Bechukosai
and the above words of Tosafos Rid, we can explain
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s deepest desire is to bestow
goodness upon His creations, and He is kivyachol
waiting to pour down the treasures of shefa berachah,
but He needs Klal Yisrael to do their part: 'NpN2a DX
1270, by being ameil baTorah. Therefore, He craves
that we should be ameil baTorah, as that empowers
Him, kivyachol, to be able to carry out His deepest
desire and allow berachah to flow freely.

Perhaps we can uncover another layer of meaningin
the Toras Kohanim’s statement. Many wonder why
Rashisaw fit to interpret the words 1270 'NjpnNa 0OX as
a reference to ameilus baTorah specifically. Before
addressing that question, | would like to pose another
question on Rashi. Rashiis bothered by the question
of what 1270 'npna ox could be referring to, as the 613
mitzvos are already encompassed in the next words,
NYN NIXD NN, so he answers that 1270 'NPN2A DX must
be referring to something different, and that is ameilus
baTorah. This statement is surprising, however, as
it does not seem to address Rashi’s question; isn’t
ameilus baTorah included in the 613 mitzvos?

The answer, it seems, is no. Rashi is conveying a
revolutionary chiddush: Ameilus baTorah is not
actually a chiyuv. Thereis a mitzvah of limud haTorah,
and there’s a mitzvah to know the Torah, and these
obligations are all-encompassing, in terms of devoting
every free moment to learning and knowing Torah.
Yet there is no actual obligation to toil in Torah and
be meimis atzmo in the tent of Torah.

Rashi answers the question of what 1270 'npna Ox
comes to add by highlighting a vital element that is
not included in the 613 mitzvos: ameilus baTorah.
Evidently, Rashi was looking for an aspect of talmud
Torah that is not actually included in the obligation
of learning Torah but is an added dimension of that
obligation.

The Rash MiShantz explains that the word DX generally
connotes a request on Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s part,
as opposed to a demand. Here, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is practically pleading with Klal Yisrael: 'npna ox
1271 -if you would only be willing to be ameil baTorah
for Mel That plea is what the Toras Kohanim refers to
when it interprets 1270 'NPNa OX as an expression of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s craving for our ameilus baTorah.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 99b) interprets the words DTN
T71 7nVY7 as a reference to toil in Torah, explaining
that a person was created solely for this purpose.
Similarly, we find that our entire sustenance and
existence depend on our ameilus baTorah, as we
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see in this week’s parshah. Yet, on the other hand,
ameilus baTorah is the only example Rashi could
find of something crucial that’s notincluded in 'mixn
1MNYN, as it’s not actually a chiyuv.

How can something that is the entire purpose of
our existence and our only key to shefa berachah
not even be an obligation?

| think the answer is that that’s exactly the point:
Ameilus baTorah is so powerful precisely because it
goes beyond the actual obligation of talmud Torah.
What Hakadosh Baruch Hu craves is the ameilus,
because that’s where our relationship with Him
begins. That’s where we begin to see devotion and
commitment; we’re not just punching a clock and
getting the job done to fulfill our obligation of talmud
Torah, but we’re being meimis ourselves for Torah,
shvitzing away for the Torah, and going above and
beyond what the chiyuv of talmud Torah mandates.
That’s where we reveal our true dveikus in Torah
and in the Eibishter, Who is melamed Torah 'amo
Yisrael, and thatis why Hakadosh Baruch Hu craves
our ameilus baTorah.

One and the Same

We are all familiar with the Gemara’s statement
(Berachos 17a) nwivI NN 170V NNINA 7TAY 'D MYN
1NX1'7 NN NNY, and we typically understand it to be
referring to two separate virtues: ameilus baTorah,
and bringing nachas ruach to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. Based on what we’ve explained, however, we
can suggest that these are actually one and the
same: Through ameilus baTorah, one causes the
greatest nachas ruach to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
Mesillas Yesharim explains, in his discussion of
middas hachassidus, that the Gemara is referring
to someone who doesn’t just fulfill the letter of
the law, but goes above and beyond in his quest
to bring nachas ruach to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
And that is accomplished by being ameil baTorah,
which surpasses1Invn 'ixn and is in a class of its
own. Someone who fulfills 1370 'NpNa is focused
on doing Hashem’s ratzon beyond that which he
is obligated to do, and he expresses that devotion
through ameilus baTorah.

So yes, ameilus baTorah is incredibly fundamental
- it’s the purpose of man’s creation and our very
lifeline - but at the same time it could not be an
obligation, because its significance lies specifically
in the fact that it is an expression of a relationship
and a shared devotion. It is something that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu craves, not something He demands.
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The Gemara tells us that Ezra instituted that we
should read Parshas Bechukosai before Shavuos, in
the spirit of N'N177P1 Naw N'70N, but perhaps there is
another benefit in the placement of this parshah as
a prelude to Shavuos. When we hear the first words
of this parshah, 1271 'npna ON, we are transported
back to the yeshiva shmuessen about 0'7ny NNy
N11Na, and this serves as a powerful reminder that
ameilus baTorah is our lifeline.

This is especially relevant to our current situation
here in Eretz Yisrael, where we continue to feel the
reverberations of the land shaking, 400 parsah by 400
parsah, as we yearn for the berachah of yIxa Di7y 'nnal.
How can we not be moved by the Eibishter’s imploring
us 1270 'NPNa OX? “Ein im ela lashon bakashah” -
Hakadosh Baruch Hu craves our ameilus!

At times, we feel discouraged, thinking that ameilus
baTorah is an absolute concept, reserved for the
yechidei segulah who can learn eighteen hours a day.
In our minds, we conjure up the image of a tzaddik
learning with his feet in buckets of ice. Of course,
some rare individuals perform incredible feats of
ameilus, but Hakadosh Baruch Hu yearns for every
bit of ameilus, and every person’s toil, on his level, is
meaningful. Every time a person feels exhausted, or
distracted, and pushes himself to learn nonetheless,
even though he might technically be patur, that is
ameilus. Every time a person exerts himself not just
to learn bekiyus, but to be meimis atzmo in a sevara,
that is ameilus. That’s what a person is created for -
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T7 70Y7 DTN - and that’s what Hakadosh Baruch
Hu craves.

When a person engages in any level of ameilus, it
causes unparalleled shefa berachah in Eretz Yisrael.

As we internalize the message of the opening words
of Parshas Bechukosai, and we count the days of
the Omer towards the monumental day of Mattan
Torah, let’s not just be mekabel Torah, but let’s
become ameilei haTorah, which by definition brings
tremendous nachas ruach 'Yotzreinu. This, b’ezer
Hashem, will open the pipelines of shefa to the
whole world.

Gut Shabbos.
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