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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
Bereishis Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
—

—

Defining Mankind: Always Seek Change

—=

_——

In Parashas Bereishis the Torah describes the briah of all the different
creations. The last creation is the adam, who was created on the sixth and
final day of creation.

Chazal tell us,and Rabbeinu Bachaye discusses at length, that the reason
the adam was created last is because of the gadlus of the mentsch - he's
the nezer, the crown, the purpose of the briah, and everything was created
for him: NN Nawnna hwyn go.

Interestingly, however, the Torah does not say the words 270 »3 after
the creation of the adam. On each day of Creation, the Torah says: X7
10 » PR On the sixth day, it says 210 2 >R R regarding the
creation of the animals, and later, after the creation of adam, it says X7
TRA 20 MM NYY TWR Y3 NR DFYR. But that relates to all of Creation, in
general; thereis no 20 3 that relates directly to the creation of the adam.

Several meforshim, including the Sefer Ha'ikarim (by the Rishon, Rav
Yosef Albo) wonder why no 210 3 was written regarding the creation of
the adam, considering that he was the purpose of the entire creation. The
Sefer Ha'ikarim gives a fascinating answer, one that should change our
outlook on what is really the essence of a human being.

The Sefer Ha'ikarim explains that the concept of 2v0 3 refers to
something that has reached shleimus. Rashi expresses this idea clearly,
when he writes that the reason it does not say 210 3 on the second day is
that the creation of the water was incomplete: 11912 1°R 9121 RHW 727
12101, On the third day, it says 20 »2 twice, once for the completion of the
creation of the water, and once for the completion of the third day's work.

The Sefer Ha'ikarim notes that all the creations other than man - the
plants, the animals, the birds, the insects — were b’shleimus at the time of
theirinitial creation, and were therefore described as 210 »2. Man, however,
was created imperfect, not b’shleimus, and therefore his creation is not
described as 20 2.

What was the adam missing? The Sefer Ha'ikarim explains that there
are two types of shleimus: there's shleimus in metzius, meaning that the
creation was created inits ideal form, and then there's shleimus hatachlis,
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meaning that the creation was created in a state of latent potential that
has to be developed.

Allthe other creations were created more or less in a state of perfection
- as Chazal say, an ox is deemed an ox from when it is a day old. An ox
grows bigger and heavier as it gets older, but that is not a fundamental
change —another few hundred pounds, a few inches, a little more hair, but
it's the same ox. The adam, on the other hand, was created with unrealized
greatness and untapped potential - his shleimus had to be developed.
That means that ahuman being is supposed to make major, fundamental
changes in his life.

Don’t be an Animall

The Sefer Ha'ikarim cites a passuk in Koheles, which we just read, to
explain this idea. Shlomo Hamelech is highlighting the apparent futility of
the world, in which humans and animals seem to follow the same lifecycle:

1 MmN 13 1T Mng 092 TR 1P IRNAD NP DTRD 3 171 03
PR R 7990 590 520 Y30 9 PR DD 1N DIRD IDIM K22 TR M)
RO NZYN DTRD 22 0N YT 20 2997 SR 29 551 197 10 M) Y50 TR

The meaning of the pesukim seems to be that both humans and animals
are born, and eventually die. They are both here in this world, but what
do they accomplish? For they end up going to the same place, and there
seems to be no advantage to a person over an animal.

But the Sefer Ha'ikarim understands the meaning of the pesukim
differently. Shlomo Hamelech is saying that there is a difference, and
the advantage of a human over an animal lies in the word j&. The word
PR implies something that is lacking - the undeveloped potential of the
human being. What makes the human being different from the animal
is that he has px.

If a person lives his life resigned to being what he always was - “I was
created a baal gaavah and I'll always be a baal gaavah, I was created with
a big mouth and I'll always have a big mouth, I never was the studious
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type andI'll never become a masmid” - that is a beheimah. A beheimah, the
Maharal says, is nn na-what he is, is already in him. That being the case,
TR TP YR 790 Y90 - nature is a cycle, it remains the same. If a person
sees himself as incapable of change, then he, too, is part of this cycle, like
abeheimah, and there isindeed no difference between him and an animal.
If, however, a person realizes that he is created as a work in progress, not
in a state of 210 v, then he is not limited by these constraints.

We have this tendency to handicap ourselves by defining ourselves a
certain way. A person might think, “My grandfather is a doctor, my father
isa doctor, I'madoctor.” We consider ourselves final products —this is the
family we were born into, this is who we are. But it's not so.

This thought has to accompany us at the time of Bereishis. There's a
smile on everyone's face during Parashas Bereishis. Everyone likes Bereishis
—it's a fresh start, and there's a certain enthusiasm. It's the same thing
with babies - they touch everyone's heart. Why? One of the reasons is that
they symbolize potential. They're not finished products, and they have the
whole future ahead of them. Unfortunately, when we look at ourselves,
we often think that we're finished products, this is who we are. “Listen, I
never had zitzfleish, I never was the one who could sit down with a sefer.”
Or,“This iswho I am, you know me, chessed is not my thing." Or, “Bein adam
I'Makom is my thing, bein adam I'chaveiro is not my thing."

Celebrating the Day of Death

The Sefer Ha'ikarim brings another passuk in Koheles: jpyn oy 110
Y7930 Ovn NN o) 10 - the day of a person’s death is better than the
day of his birth. Why? Because, says the Sefer Ha'ikarim, on the day of a
person's birth, he's undeveloped. We look at a baby and marvel at his
potential, but if a person ends his life with only potential, then he’s less
than abeheimah. A beheimah is at least born with his shleimus, but a human
being, by definition, is a developing being, a work in progress. If there are
huge areas of his life that remain undeveloped, as they were on the day of
his birth, then he never reached 210 72 —he remained at Bereishis, which is
a terrible shame. The 110 »3 is when we work, when we change.

THE MIR

ALUMNI

My shver relates that when he was a bochur in the Mir over forty years
ago, he had to be away from yeshiva for some time, and when he came
back to yeshiva, the first person he met was R’ Yisrael Glustein, who was
then a young yungerman. My shver asked him, “What's new in yeshiva?”
andR'Yisrael replied, “Nothing's new. Who changes? Everyone is just more
of what they were, more of the same.”

He was expressing the idea that people see themselves as no different
from a beheimah, which does not change. Someone who was a masmid
and learned ten blatt before, now learned another three blatt, but he didn't
make any monumental changes.

But the very definition of an adam is someone who is capable of change.
The depth of what the Sefer Ha'ikarim is saying is that the Bereishis of a
human being, his briah, never finished. When you see that baby and you
have that good feeling in your heart because he has so much potential, you
have to know that you are the same! So you're not a perfectly fresh paper
like the baby, but there are so many parts of you that are undeveloped,
and you can start working on them at any time.

Some people will they readily admit, “I never got into davening. Yeah,
I go to the shul, but it's a long davening... What should I do?” There's an
undeveloped part of you — go and develop it! Don't handicap yourself -
don't make yourself a beheimah. There's tons of potential in you; your briah
hasn't finished. You have to change the way you look at yourself, change
your idea of what an adam is.

Certainly, the mentschis the tachlis of the briah, and when he actualizes
his potential that is the greatest 170 *2 possible. Yet the Torah doesn't say
10 2 regarding the creation of man to teach us that there's no such thing
as “This is my nature, this is who I am.” A human being is, by definition, a
work in progress — not only does he have the ability to change, his ability
to change is who he is; it defines him.

Those people who realized their potential fully went up to Shomayim
alive — namely, Chanoch and Eliyahu. They were finished. But as long as
you're stilla human being, you are aworking, changing, undeveloped briah,
and you have to actualize your potential. Then, you'll be zocheh to 270 »3.
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