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PARSHAPREVIEW

—’

Parashas
Noach Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
f— -
The Torah-Teivah Connection
fP— e

—’

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznik Shlita

On the opening words of this parashah, m1 m n75 m n%R, the Midrash
Tanchuma teaches:

RIN 172 WITPA 022910 2350 1Hn SV Y T1an’ N N MmN YR
MNAY 1772 aN32 7NINA DR N NN L.NIMIR DYIVN SRV N
HRIWY DMR 19N 9“Yaw 1IN DIVIN MMND

The Midrash goes on to note that Torah Shebichsav is limited, and
encompasses general principles, while Torah Shebe'al Peh is huge, and
contains myriad details, as the passuk in Iyov states: nan A7n pIRN 12X
D7 »3n. Furthermore, another passuk in Iyov states:n»nn yxra Renn XYY,
which the Midrash explains to mean that Torah Shebe'al Peh cannot be
found in a person who seeks pleasure, honor, and prestige in this world,
but only in someone who “kills” himself over the Torah, as the passuk says:
97R2 MINY ' OIR NTIMD NN,

The Midrash goes on to explain the passuk’n72 n%RN 09270 29 HY
1”12 9nR to mean that Hakadosh Baruch Hu made a covenant with Klal
Yisrael only regarding Torah Shebe'al Peh, which is difficult to learn and is
compared to darkness. Klal Yisrael, says the Midrash, accepted Torah Shebe'al
Peh only after Hashem held Har Sinai threateningly above their heads.

Why, ask the Rishonim, did Hakadosh Baruch Hu have to hold the
mountain above their heads if they said naaseh venishma? Tosafos in
Shabbos and the Ramban offer answers to this question, but the Midrash
here explains that the proclamation of naaseh venishma referred only to
Torah Shebichshav. Klal Yisrael were afraid to accept the difficult Torah
Shebe'al Peh, and Hashem therefore had to compel them to accept it by
holding the mountain above their heads.

The Midrash then teaches that a person can learn Torah only if he
loves Hashem, as evidenced by the juxtaposition, in Krias Shema, of the
pesukim: 7TRM 9223 7YA1 Y213 7229 932 PPYR ‘N NR MR, which refers
to ahavas Hashem, and 7227 Yy DWn 3% %2R TYR NPRD DMI2TD P,
which refers to Torah study.

Ahavas Hashem, the Midrash notes, is mentioned again in the second
parashah of Krias Shema: %321 03227 522 772¥% DYTOR ‘N NR NINRY
DY), but the passuk does not mention DaTxn 913, as it does in the first
parashah. The Midrash explains that the second parashah of Krias Shema
is discussing Torah Shebichshav, which a person can acquire even if his
ahavas Hashem is incomplete and he still values the wealth and pleasure of
this world. The first parashah of Krias Shema, on the other hand, refers to

mnwvial4

Torah Shebe'al Peh, which cannot be acquired by someone who values the
pleasures of this world, as we learn from the words: 7781 9213, requiring
us to be willing to give up all of our wealth for Hashem.

Lost Opportunity

While this classic Midrash Tanchuma is worth learning inside, I was
wondering what connection there is between this Midrash and Parashas
Noach, which would seem more appropriate for Parashas Yisro, the
parashah of Mattan Torah.

Rav Tzadok, in Pri Tzaddik, addresses this question and suggests the
following approach. The Dor Hamabul possessed prodigious spiritual
capabilities and were worthy of receiving the Torah, both Torah Shebichshav
and Torah Shebe’al Peh. Had they done teshuvah, they would have merited
toreceive the Torah. Rav Tzadok cites the Zohar's teaching that the passuk
NP DINYD N2IR) N2 DINA MY 92 Y13 alludes to Torah. The nyyn

mnn and the oynYn na)x opened and began to pour out the “waters”
of Torah Shebe’al Peh and Torah Shebichshav, respectively.

The Mabul, Chazal teach, began as blessed rainwater. Had the generation
been worthy, or had they done teshuvah, the Mabul would have been a flow
of the water of Torah, and they would have received the Torah. But when they
failed to do teshuvah, the water became a Mabul that engulfed and drowned
them. It is frightening to contemplate the idea that since the people of the
DorHamabul didn't use their kochos properly, for Kabbalas HaTorah, they were
instead inundated and destroyed with the waters of the Mabul.

Interestingly, the Gemara (Zevachim 116a) teaches that when Mattan
Torah began, and the world was filled with thunder and lightning, the
nations of the world approached Bilam and asked, “What is this noise? ‘n
1Y 9anY - is another Mabul coming upon the world?”

Mabul.”
"So what is this noise?” they wondered.
Bilamanswered, " 1p7 1y} 1y ‘n—Hashem s giving the Torah toKlal Yisrael.”

Why did the nations of the world think that the noise of Mattan Torah
was the harbinger of another Mabul?

Apparently, the same noise that accompanied the Mabul -which could
have been aMabul of Torah - reverberated through the world again when
the Torah was actually given.
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The Midrash Tanchuma'’s discussion of the chashivus haTorah is placed
specifically in Parashas Noach because at the time of the Mabul, there was
the beginning of an outpouring of Torah into the world.

Two Type of Teivos

Perhaps we can suggest another connection between this Midrash
Tanchuma and Parashas Noach.

During the Mabul, the entire world was destroyed, except those who
were in the teivah: Noach and his family, and the animals. The teivah was
a place of refuge from the chaos and destruction of the world outside.

Olam Hazeh is, in essence, one big Mabul, whose taavos and yetzer
haras drag us away from Hashem and toward total destruction. To be
saved from this Mabul, a person needs a place of refuge - a teivah. That
teivah is the Torah.

The word “teivah” literally means “box,” and is used in two places in the
Torah: regarding Noach's teivah and regarding the teivah that sheltered
Moshe in the Nile River. But the sefarim note that “teivah” can also mean
“word.” The teivah that we today need to seek shelter in is the Torah, whose
words form a refuge.

The Tanna Dvei Eliyahu teaches that a person who learns Torah builds
himself rooms of Torah into which he can retreat and hide in times of
suffering. We see, then, that when a person learns Torah, he's actually
building himself a house, with each room representing another masechtsa,
and each closet in the room representing another Tosafos. This becomes
his place of refuge, where he can open his Gemara and find shelter in the
Torah from the taavos and yissurim of this world.

A Self-Contained World

Noach's teivah was not merely a place of refuge, however. With the
whole world being destroyed, and the boundaries between day and night
and water and land utterly blurred, Hashem was, in a sense, recreating the
world through the teivah and its inhabitants. At the time of the Mabul, the
teivah was the world. It contained the tzaddikim, the animals necessary
for the world to be repopulated, and the food needed for sustenance—and
nothing outside was important.

The Malbim notes that all the measurements of the teivah - 300
amos, 50 amos, 30 amos - allude b'gematria to the Names of Hashem.
The deeper meaning of this idea is that the world exists only when it is
with the Eibishter. During the Mabul, Hakadosh Baruch Hu's place was the
teivah, and nothing outside had any real existence.

The same can be said about Torah. Where is the real world? On the
street outside? No! The true world is the olam haTorah.

The Gemara (Yevamos 16a) records an exchange in which Rabbi Akiva
was told: 1970 71 DYIYN GION 19N JIVY GOV 12 R1PY RIN INR. The
Maharatz Chiyus notes that the gematria of 1910 7Y D5Yn qonN is 564,
equivalent to the number of times Rabbi Akiva's name is mentioned in
Shas. Parenthetically, if you check this on a computer, you'll find that Rabbi
Akiva's name is mentioned many more times than that. Presumably, the
intention of the Maharatz Chiyus isn't to count the actual references to
Rabbi Akivain Shas, but rather to count the number of sugyos and halachos
in connection to which the name Rabbi Akiva appears. At times, his name
is mentioned several times in one sugya, but in all, there are 564 sugyos
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in which his name appears. That's a number that's a lot harder for us to
verify, even with computers can't help with that.

At any rate, what is the Maharatz Chiyus telling us with this gematria?

In informing us that Rabbi Akiva's name traveled from one end of the
world to another, the Gemara does not mean he was known internationally.
Which “world” was he famous in? The olam haTorah - the real world. In
fact, the Maharatz Chiyus is explaining, he appears in 564 sugyos in Shas
-1970 7YY oYW on!

Similarly, the Maharam often writes: 0% 0wpn, the world asks. Which
olam is he referring to? If you go outside and ask people on the street,
“Did you have this kasha?" the answer will probably be no. The Maharam,
means, of course, the olam haTorah.

Rules of its Own
The olam haTorah is a world with its own rules, its own reality.

Justas the little teivah was the real world while the rest of the universe
was suffering deluge and destruction, the teivah of the Torah is the real
world, utterly apart from the rest of the world and providing safety from the
storm outside. Inside this teivah of Torah, we're in the world of the Shulchan
Aruch, which establishes for us what is actually going on in the world.

The Tanna Dvei Eliyahu famously says: > nvan oy 952 mabn nnwn 9
™Ma%N ROR MIN 7PN HR 1D 0K MHN MRIW RN DN 12 RINDY. Therest
of theworld has halichos, customs and practices, but to us, the true halichos of
the world are the Torah's halachos. We look outside and observe the workings
of theworld, but those aren't the true workings of the world —the true workings
of the world are the halachos of the Shulchan Aruch, which teaches us how
to get up in the morning, how to get dressed, how to eat, how to go to sleep.

Similarly, we daven: o»n ’pn oTYm, expressing that when Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gave us the Torah, He taught us the rules of the life, the rules of
the real world of Torah, in which we save ourselves from the Mabul outside.

With thisidea, we can understand the concept that nature is subjugated
to the Torah, as illustrated by the following three short stories.

Rav Chaim Brisker was very sensitive to the sight of blood, and would
faint if he saw blood. Once, someone asked him how he could act as sandek
if he couldn't stand the sight of blood? “That's not blood,” Rav Chaim
replied. “That's dam milah." Halachos, not halichos.

The second story is that a person was very ill due to a physical defect,
to the point that the doctors despaired of healing him. He was told to
travel to the town of the Shaagas Aryeh, since the Shaagas Aryeh had
ruled that his particular defect did not render an animal a treifah. In the
Shaagas Aryeh's town, therefore, he would be able to live with this defect.

Asimilarstory is told about Rav Elyashiv. A person in Eretz Yisrael suffered
from a certain defect that the local doctors could not cure. The person
was considering traveling to America to be treated, but when Rav Elyashiv
was consulted, he responded that this particular defect is the subject of
a machlokes between the Beis Yosef and the Rema, the former deeming
an animal with this defect kosher and the latter deeming it treif. Noting
that the Beis Yosef is the posek of Eretz Yisrael, he advised the person to
stay in Eretz Yisrael, and indeed, the person survived and lived a long life.

That's what happens when we take the Torah's halachos and turn them
into our primary halichos.
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