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Aseres
Yemei
Teshuvah

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

——

Teshuvah: Every Bit Counts

—/

_——

—

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman shlita

We're now in the days of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, which is a special
time for tefillah and teshuvah, as the Rambam says (Hilchos Teshuvah 2:6):

MIVN YRI PV DN NTWYI DNYH N IPYRM NWNNY 19 HY 9
JRRANA N IWIT DRIV TR RN NYIPNM TN N9 RN DN DM

The Rambam is conveying that the days of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah,
which are days of special closeness to Hashem, have two advantages
over the rest of the year.

On the surface, it appears that these days provide an opportunity for
kirvas Elokim, and it's a good idea to use that opportunity; whoever doesn't
is losing out. But that's not really true, because teshuvah during these
days —217p M1N2 NRIP IN¥ANA ‘N IWIT — is not only an opportunity,
it's also an obligation!

The Rambam says that the days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur are a time of teshuvah and tze'akah — not just tefillah. Chazal tell
us that there are ten leshonos of tefillah, and the Zohar says: npyx N1
1219n. Tze'akah means that a person is begging for his life; it's a form
of inner screaming, and during Aseres Yemei Teshuvah those pleas are
answered immediately.

In our situation today, it's easier for us to understand this concept of
tze'akah and to beg for our lives. These are not regular times.

The second advantage of these days of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, the
Rambam says, relates to the concept of teshuvah. Although there's a
mitzvah of teshuvah all year, between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
there's a special obligation of teshuvah. If a person does not do teshuvah
during this period, he not only lost an opportunity, he also violated the
positive commandment to do teshuvah on Yom Kippur.

The Mabit explains the reason why these days are an auspicious time for
teshuvah. When the Ribbono Shel Olam created the world, He realized that
it's not possible for us to exist without doing aveiros. A person naturally
does aveiros; he has a yetzer hara. In order for the world to be able to
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endure even when there's evil, the Ribbono Shel Olam created teshuvah
along with the rest of creation. At the beginning of the new year, when
the Ribbono Shel Olam reassesses and looks back at Brias Ha'olam and
decides what the year is going to bring us, the opportunity the Ribbono
Shel Olam gave us to be mechadesh the briah is at its strongest point. The
Ribbono Shel Olam gave us this special opportunity during Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah, culminating with Yom Kippur.

Hashem Helps Us Return to Him

We know there is tremendous rachamim during Elul, Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah, and Yom Kippur. The Tur states, at the beginning of Hilchos
Rosh Hashanah, that before Rosh Hashanah we wash ourselves and take
haircuts, getting ready foritasif it's a Yom Tov. In contrast, when a person
is about to stand trial in a secular court, they dress in black, and do not
cut their hair or don't wash themselves. But Klal Yisrael are confident that
Hashem will perform a miracle for them, so they behave differently. In a
similar vein, Chazal tell us that the words »p¥») 7R "n 1175 refer to Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

While the nations of the world are mekatreg against Klal Yisrael, Klal
Yisrael say: 729 87 XY, which is a reference to Yom Kippur, when the Satan
does not prosecute. Chazal make it sound as though there’s no reason for
concern, because Hakadosh Baruch Hu will help us out.

Regarding teshuvah, the Torah states: 722723 292 TR 1270 PR 1P 2
MYy, conveying that teshuvah is easier than we would imagine. The ease
inwhich teshuvah can be performed s reflected in the Gemara's statement
(Kiddushin 49b), that if a man is mekadesh a woman on condition that he
is a tzaddik, then even if he is a complete rasha, the woman is considered
married to him. Why? Because he could have decided to do teshuvah right
then and there, and that decision alone can turn him into a tzaddik gamur.

Furthermore, Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer (ch. 43) teaches us that Pharaoh — the
same Pharaoh who decreed such terrible tortures for Klal Yisrael and killed
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thousands and thousands of Jews, not to mention the kishuf and kefirah he
was guilty of —was saved from a horrible death because he did teshuvah:

20 NYI9N ARM NI ,NNVURND ND 77 VIR IR NIPD 12 RNNY 127
PRYR YR N0 [2,1 MNW] MRIY TR N2ID 1Y NND TINY D8N
19127 [R? )0 DY] MRV ,N1IWN 1YY YD1 ,R0NY NYZ IMRD A5p2
DIRD PAN RN PIF VTP IR /N 0PN

Because Pharaoh repeated 'n n%®a nan3 »n after Klal Yisrael said
those words in the Shiras Hayam, Hashem spared him from dying along
with the other Egyptians. Through this teshuvah, Pharaoh — the rasha
gamur — merited to be saved from death!

In Shemoneh Esrei we say: n231Wna NP ..A0MNY IR NIV
719 MY, asking first that Hashem help us do teshuvah and then that He
help us do teshuvah sheleimah. There's a concept of teshuvah, and there’s
a concept of teshuvah sheleimah. We understand that there are different
levels of teshuvah, but Hashem surely accepts every type of teshuvah.

Even a Desire Counts

A person’s yearning to do teshuvah is already considered teshuvah.
Commenting on the Torah's statement that Klal Yisrael followed Hashem'’s
instruction to do the Korban Pesach — nix 7wxa HYR797 712 1y 1097
'n — Rashi states that although they had not yet brought the korban,
because it was only Rosh Chodesh when they were commanded, the fact
that they resolved to bring it made Hashem consider it as though they had
done so. Rabbeinu Yonah applies this idea to teshuvah, explaining that a
person who accepts upon himself to do teshuvah is already considered,
in a certain sense, a baal teshuvah.

During these days of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, we need to use the
opportunity before us and increase our yearning and desire to change.
This alone has a tremendous effect and is already considered teshuvah.

Crying Waters
I heard a beautiful insight from my father-in-law, zuhl zein gezunt,
about the great simchah we experience on Succos, with the simchas beis
hasho'eivah. What was the great simchah of simchas beis hasho'eivah, about
which Chazal say: o1 nnnw NRI RY NIRIVN 2 NNNY IR ROY MN?

He explained that the mitzvah of nisuch hamayim is tremendous cause
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for simchah. On the passuk: nnn Nna qnnIn 127 ©2), the Midrash, cited
by Rabbeinu Bachaye, that the lower waters are called mayim bochim,
“crying waters,” because initially, when Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the
world, all the waters were together, but He then separated the upper
waters from the lower waters, leaving the upper waters close to Him and
moving the lower waters away from Him. The lower waters complained,
“Why should we be so far away from the Ribbono Shel Olam? We want to
be close!” In response, the Ribbono Shel Olam assured them that they
would be brought on the mizbei‘ach with all the korbanos, in the form of
salt, and during the the nisuch hamayim on Succos.

At the root of the mitzvah of nisuch hamayim, then, is the tremendous
desire expressed by the lower waters to be close to Hashem. During the
Yamim Nora'im, Klal Yisrael feels keenly how far we are from shleimus in
avodas Hashem. We want to do our tafkid, and we want to do it b'shleimus,
with a lev tahor, but we can't. We're trying, but we don't really have the
ability. The simchas beis hasho’eivah comes to teach us that if someone
is truly yearning and has a lev tahor, Hashem accepts him like a complete
baal teshuvah.

Similarly, regarding coming to the Beis Hamikdash, the passuk says:
Y DRI WITN 1Y, emphasizing that in order to get there, there has
to be a yearning and desire: 397N 112Y5.

The Mabit teaches that teshuvah is unique among the mitzvos in that
other mitzvos cannot be performed partially — if you did only part of the
mitzvah, you didn't fulfill the mitzvah at all. For instance, if you took only
one of the arba’ah minim, you haven't done the mitzvah. When it comes
to teshuvah, however, every drop that a person does is significant to the
Ribbono Shel Olam.

Furthermore, a person'’s very desire to do teshuvah has an impact and
doesn't get lost, even if he didn't actually do teshuvah, and the Ribbono
Shel Olam will help him along the way to get there. We can’timagine how
meaningful every little bit of teshuvah, and every desire to do teshuvah,
is in Hashem'’s eyes.

During this special time when Hashem listens to our tefillos and answers
our tze'akah immediately, may all our tefillos, and our teshuvah, and our
yearning, be accepted willingly by Hashem, and may we all be zocheh to
a gmar chasimah tovah and a gut gebentsched yahr.
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