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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
Lech Lech Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
ec echa which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
— —
Bringing Futures to Fruition
[ —a’

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman Shlita

This parashah and the parashiyos that follow
focus on the Avos Hakedoshim, and the stories the
Torah tells us about them are not just stories — they’re
fundamental messages that shed light on who the
Avos were. The sefer Daas Chochmah U’Mussar (vol.
2) teaches that we should know that everything Klal
Yisrael has was founded and built by the Avos; Klal
Yisrael takes its entire chiyus from the Avos, and our
whole avodah is to try to attain and merit what they
already prepared for us.

The Avos paved the way for us to have hatzlachah
in everything we do.

In this week’s parashah, we learn an important
lesson from Avraham Avinu. In discussing Avraham
Avinu’s going to war with the kings after he heard that
Lot had been captured, the Torah uses the phrase p771
1°2°17 NX. The simple meaning is that Avraham armed
his disciples, but Rashi interprets this differently: 77
9 R QTRT N2 NOANT PWH R MIXA? DIAW MYIOR
72 TMY? TNY XN MIRY.

Rashi is providing an insight into chinuch. The
phrase 1°2°17 NX P77, he says, refers to Eliezer, Avraham’s
disciple, and the word 177" — which is related to the
term chinuch — denotes initiating a person or an item

NI nvia |4

into the function it will serve in the future. In this
regard, Rashi cites the passuk 2 03 1377 *9 ¥ 2332 730
n3n 02 X7 PR (Mishlei 22:6).

The message here is that chinuch is not what
we call education. Education implies transmitting
information, but chinuch means developing a person’s
potential so that he should be able to maintain what
he learned long-term, even after the mechanech is no
longer present.

So chinuch is about looking towards the future, not
about what the child should do now. And the success
of chinuch is measured by the future results, not by
the present. That’s why it’s so important for a child or
student to have a good feeling about what he’s taught,
and about Torah and mitzvos in general — because
that’s the only way to ensure that he will continue living
by these ideals in the future.

There was a boy who was not keeping Torah and
mitzvos properly, and his parents approached the
Chazon Ish and asked if they should give the boy food,
considering that he would not make brachos. Perhaps,
they wondered, this would be considered lifnei iver?

The Chazon Ish told them that as parents, their

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan '2va - WITH A



obligation is to ensure that their child can reach the
highest spiritual level he can attain over his lifetime. If by
their not providing him with food today, he will achieve a
lower spiritual level in the future, then they are obligated
to give him food, so that in the future he’ll have a greater
chance of reaching a higher level.

We see, then, that true chinuch requires one to
maintain a long-term perspective of the childs future
behavior.

Sacrificing for Chinuch

We might wonder, however, why the Torah doesn’t
say explicitly that Avraham took Eliezer to fight the war
with him. Furthermore, why is this the place where the
Torah emphasizes what chinuch is?

I think the answer to these questions lies in another
fundamental principle of chinuch that we learn from
Avraham Avinu.

In the hakdamah to the Chasam Sofer’s Sheeilos
Veteshuvos on Yoreh Deah, entitled “Pituchei Chosam”
(which was actually written by his son), the question is
asked: If all the Avos were beloved to the Ribbono Shel
Olam, why is Avraham singled out with the description
20K 07728 v (Yeshayah 41:8)2

He answers that Avraham earned this special affection
from Hashem, more so than the other Avos, because
Hashem attests about him: 1°J2 NX 71%° WX W22 1PAYT 9
VoYM PTE NS M7 TMY) PIOR iR NX). Avraham
was called *27K because he gave up his own ruchniyus in
order to spread the word of Hashem to his generation, his
students, and his family, as the above passuk states.

At the beginning of his sefer Chovos Hatalmidim,
the Piaseczna Rebbe conveys an important principle of
chinuch based on the above Rashi: Chinuch does not
mean telling a child what to do, nor does it mean training
him to develop the habits that will accustom him to doing
the right thing. While both those elements are tools that
are required for chinuch, the true meaning of chinuch is
to reveal the person’s potential and bring it to fruition —
as Rashi writes that chinuch means initiating the person
into his future role.

N nYia |5

Foreshadowing Potential

We can now understand the emphasis on chinuch
in this week’s parashah. Avraham Avinu took Eliezer,
his talmid, on a life-threatening mission to save Lot. The
mefarshim offer several explanations of why Avraham
Avinu deemed this necessary — either because he had
promised to protect Lot even if he moves elsewhere, or out
of gratitude for Lot’s not telling the Mitzriyim that Sarah
was hidden in a box. In any event, the perilous mission
of fighting these great kings and their mighty armies was
an opportunity for Avraham Avinu to teach his talmid,
Eliezer, how to draw out his potential — and that’s what
the Torah is emphasizing here.

We know teach that the first instance of a word
being used in the Torah is where we can learn the word’s
primary meaning. The word 1°2°J] — meaning someone
who receives chinuch — conveys to us what the main idea
of chinuch is: that which a person invests into his talmid
so that he can bring his potential to fruition. And doing
this is what earned Avraham Avinu the special title of
*20R, since, as the hakdamah of the Chasam Sofer teaches,
he devoted himself to being mechanech others even at the
expense of his own ruchniyus.

As parents and teachers, we must always remember
that our main focus is to invest in the chinuch of our
children and talmidim. We're not doing this on our own,
as the Daas Chochmah U’Mussar teaches; we're drawing
on the kochos that the Avos Hakedoshim set up for us.
That's how we'll have hatzlachah.

With this in mind, perhaps we can better understand
the passuk TIIX "2 DY) 132 DR MY WK WRR PV 7
17y 727. The first part of the passuk discusses instructing
children what to do so that they will keep the Torah,
accustoming them to doing the right thing and teaching
what the right thing is. But the second half of the passuk
focuses on what the children will ultimately do as they
bring their potential to fruition. When we reveal to a child
his latent potential, according to his unique derech — al
pi darko — that is true chinuch, and thats the koach of
Avraham Avinu that this week’s parashah is emphasizing.

Avraham Avinu was the first mechanech, and because
of that, he is called *27&.
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<3 The Path to Greatness:
Dedication to the Klal

PR AN DTN NN 77 77 K 5K 7 MR
7T 3038 91 M JyR) R WK yn Ox
MITRT ANBWE 539313937 . . . 1373 W e
Hashem said to Avram, “Go for yourself from your
land, from your relatives, and from your father's
house to the land that I will show you. And I will
make of you a great nation; I will bless you, and
make your name great, and you shall be a blessing
-« and all the families of the earth shall bless

themselves by you" (Bereishis 12:1-3).
2B

. he Midrash elaborates (Bereishis Rabbah 39:11):

R’ Levi said: A person did not finish assessing the value
of a cow that he wished to purchase from Avraham before
the person would be blessed, and Avraham did not finish
assessing the value of a cow for one who wished to sell
him the cow before the seller would be blessed from his
association with Avraham. How great was the power of his
blessing? Avraham would pray for barren women and they

Parashas Lech Lecha 27
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In honor of Rosh Hayeshiva's zt"| yahrtzeit this Shabbos,
see below for an excerpt from the new sefer,
Inzelbuch Family Edition of Rav Nosson Tzvi Speaks,
an English translation of the weekly Erev Shabbos Sichos delivered by the
Rosh Hayeshiva zt"| around his dining room table.

This sefer is newly released by ﬁmuﬂ%ﬁmﬁ

were granted a child, and he would pray for the sick and
they were granted relief.

R’ Huna said: It is not only that when Avraham would go
to the sick person he would be cured; rather, the sick person
would simply see him and improve.

R’ Chanina said: Even ships that were crossing the great
pcean in stormy weather were saved in Avraham’s merit....

R’ Berechyah said: It is already written earlier in the verse:
331, and [ will bless you; why, then, does the Torah state
again: N2 1M, you shall be a blessing? Rather, God was
saying to Avraham: “Until now I needed to bless those in
My world who deserved blessing Myself. Henceforth, the
blessings are entrusted to you. Whoever appears deserving
to you to be blessed, bless!”

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu blessed Avraham, he acquired
the power to bless others. This transformed him into the source
of blessing, and from then on, all berachah was channeled into
the world in his merit. Indeed, regarding the words: %3 33 o1an
agywa nnse, and all the familics of the earth shall bless themselves
by you, the Midrash states (Bereishis Rabbah 39:12):. “Rain is in your
merit; dew is in your merit.”

The marvelous koach haberachah that Hashem conferred upon
Avraham Avinu was rooted in his sense of responsibility and his
desire to benefit the public. Avraham Avinu excelled in this regard,
as evidenced by his passionate fefillos and pleas on behalf of the
people of Sedom (in contrast to Noach; see previous essay). This
quality propelled him to the pinnacle of spiritual elevation and
closeness to Hashem. The entire world was therefore sustained by
his merits, and he became the source of blessing in the world.

Composer of People

The Alter of Slabodka was a paradigm of taking rcspﬁnsibri!ity
for the generation. Someone once asked his son, the Rosh Yeshivah
R’ Eliezer Yehudah Finkel, why he never spoke about his father or
shared stories or lessons from him.
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Upon hearing the question, R’ Eliezer Yehudah's face reddened,
and his body began trembling. His voice thick with emotion, he
replied, “In the merit of my holy father, Klal Yisrael merited two or
three generations of Torah. How dare [ speak about him?”

Similarly, the Chofetz Chaim praised the Alter of Slabodka by
saying, “l am a mechaber sefarim, but the Alter of Slabodka was a
sechaber bivei adam — he composed people.” In his wisdom, the
Alter of Slabodka intuited how to build the nefesh of every falmid,
and by doing so he laid the foundations for generations of Torah
and Falmider chachamim. By developing his disciples, he caused the
world to be sustained and blessed. This ability to serve as a source
of blessing to the world drew from his willingness to selflessly
shoulder the burden of the klal, and from his profound sense of
achrayus toward the building of Klal Yisrael.

His son R’ Eliezer Yehudah likewise carried the burden of the
Klal, devoting his heart and soul to promoting the spiritual growth
and success of lomdei Torah everywhere. He would sit and lis-
ten patiently to chiddushei Toralh from any yeshivah student who
approached him, whether his chiddush related to the masechta that
was being studied in the yeshivah or to any other sugya in Shas.
When the yeshivah was studying the sugya of yiush shelo midass
(Bava Metzia 21b), R’ Eliezer Yehudah attested that he had heard
243 chaburos on this sugya alone — and could repeat the chiddushim
he had heard from every individual.

A group of accomplished bachurim once approached him to
complain about a particular bachur who was not behaving prop-
erly. They requested that the Rosh Yeshivah expel this bachur, but
R’ Eliczer Yehudah refused. When the bachurim declared that if
this bachur would remain, they would all leave, the Rosh Yeshi-
vah replied that it was more important to him to keep this bachur
within the walls of the beis midrash, even on account of losing the
ﬂlﬂwm' He explained that he had no doubt that they would con-
hnunlz learning Torah wherever they were, whereas expelling this
particular bachur from the yeshivah would likely lead him to spiri-

tual ruin. This, he maintained, was sufficient grounds for allowing
him to stay.

Parashas Lech Lecha 29
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What an incredible display of achrayus! R’ Eliezer Yehudah was
prepared to sacrifice the reputation and success of the Mir Yeshi-
vah by bidding farewell to some of his leading talmidim, in order to
Pm;w the spiritual health and future of a single troubled bachur.
This devotion to others was the attribute of Avraham Avinu, which
made him worthy of becoming a source of berachah and radiating
goodness to all the inhabitants of the world.

The primary impediment to becoming a greater person by tak-
ing responsibility for others is negios, personal interests. People
are concerned primarily with themselves, and their choices reflect
what they believe will benefit them and bring them the most pres-
tige. Yet a person who constantly places himself first can never
come to devote himself to the good of the community. The more
a person focuses on benefiting the klal, the greater he becomes,
whereas one who is motivated exclusively by his own interests
earns less respect, and his actions are regarded as petty.

Your Blessing Precedes Mine

Each day in Shemoneh Esrei, we describe Hashem as: oijax nbx
3py oK) pyr WK, the God of Avraham, the God of Yitzchak, and
the God of Yaakov. The source of this description is the following
Gemara (Pesachim 117):

R’ Shimon ben Lakish said: 5113 *a% 3wy, [Hashem said to
Avram...] Fwill make of you a great nation — this teaches that
we say, “the God of Avraham”; 33731, and [ will bless you —
this teaches that we say, “the God of Yitzchak"; Ju¢ 17725
and I awill make wour name greal — this teaches that we say,
“the God of Yaakov.”

Midrash Tanchuma (Lech Lecha 4) adds that the words 7373 79
and you shall be a blessing, mean that “your blessing precedes My
blessing”: First, we recite the berachah of Magen Avmhm!l,_and only
afterward do we recite the berachah of Mechayeh HaMeisim, which
indicates that Avraham’s berachal was so exalted that it precedes
even Hashem's berachah! :

R’ Yerucham Levovitz (Daas Torah, Biurim) explains that the
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phrase the God of Avrahant, the God of Yitzchak, and the God of Yaakoy
cannot be interpreted as a praise of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, for if it
were, then both the berachah of Magen Avraham and the berachah of
Mechayeh HaMeisim would be extolling Him — so how could He
say that Avraham’s blessing precedes His?

It must be that this berachalh is lauding Avraham for his being the
first person to recognize that Hashem is the Creator and Sovereign
of the world. Avraham's raison d’etre was to crown Hashem as
King of the world and increase kevod Shamayim, to the point that
“Avraham” and “Melech Ha'olam™ merged into one concept, and
Avraham’s entire existence reflected his revelations of the conduct
of the King of the universe,

The attributes of Elokei Yitzchak and Elokei Yaakov, as well, are
rooted in Avraham Avinu’s berachal. R’ Yerucham adds that every-
thing mentioned in this first berachal is based on Avraham Avinu's
actions and traits; for example, the phrase S1n 5xa, the great God,
alludes to the promise of 5113 "% 3wy, And I will make of you a
great nation. Accordingly, we can understand why the first berachal:
is called “your blessing,” since this berachah revolves around Avra-
ham Avinu's revelation of Hakadosh Baruch Hu as King of the uni-
verse, which reflects the extent of the revelation of His Kingship in
this world until the End of Days.

Examining Avraham Avinu's actions, we see that they were
primarily geared to benefiting the public — whether through his
heartfelt supplications on behalf of the wicked people of Sedom,
through his hachnassas orchim, or through his teaching others to
have faith in Hashem. All these actions led him to attain the level
of kevod Shamayim at which his berachah could precede Hashem's
berachah,

The only way to generate kevod Shamayim is through acting on
beh.?]f of the tzibbur, without personal iI‘;TEFES[S. An action that is
motivated by self-interest does not increase Hashem's honor in the
;‘;‘;ﬂgs‘z::iz !’Wr;tham Avinu's distinguishing trait was that all his
increased Ha.E:; UT!.“Ed fm.thE l?eneﬁt of e b
granted an incredib honor in this world, to the point that he was

ible power to bless others,

Parashas Lech Lecha 31

Elevating Yourself and the World

The Midrash teaches (Devarim Rabbah 3:3):

R’ Shimon ben Shetach bought a donkey from a certain Ish-
maelite, and his disciples found a precious stone hanging
from its neck. They said to him, “Rebbi! It is the blessing of
Hashen that enriches” (Mishlei 10:22). R’ Shimon ben Shetach
replied, “I have purchased a donkey; I have not purchased
a precious stone.” He went and returned the stone to that
Ishmaelite, who declared, “Blessed is Hashem, the God of
Shimon ben Shetach!™

The seller’s response seems puzzling. Shouldn't he have com-
mended Shimon ben Shetach for his integrity in returning his pre-
cipus stone, rather than blessing his God?

Through his actions, a person can either sanctify the Name of
Hashem, or, chas v'shalom, desecrate it. The more one acts for the
sake of Heaven, without personal interests, the more Hashem's
honor is increased through his actions. Shimon ben Shetach, whose
every action was done I'shem Shamayim, merited to reveal Hashem's
honor through his behavior, which is why the seller blessed his
God.

It is not only lofty fzaddikim who are capable of acting in a way
that benefits the public — regular people can do so as well. Anyone
who endeavors to help the (zibbur, without regard to his personal
benefit, becomes a greater person.

Chazal tell us that “Kol Yisrael areivim zeh bazeh — all Jews are
guarantors for one another” (Sanhedrin 27b), and this obligation of
arvus applies to each and every Jew, without exception. The only
way for a person to become a guarantor for Klal Yisrael is by grow-
ing in Torah and yiras Shamayim, which causes the world to be sup-
ported by him and elevated along with him.
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