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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
Vayeitzei Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
—_— ° —’
L] )
The Merit of Rochel’s Tears
[ o —

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Wolman Shlita

There's a famous Midrash in Pesichta d’Eichah that at the time of the
decree of the Churban the Avos came to plead their case. Avraham and
Yitzchak mentioned the zechus of Akeidas Yitzchak, Yaakov Avinu mentioned
the nisayon with Lavan, and Moshe Rabbeinu invokes his zechusim, but
nothing gets the Eibishter to change the gezeirah - until Rochel Imeinu
comes and describes the tremendous nisayon that she withstood when
she gave the simanim to Leah to spare her terrible embarrassment.

Hashem's mercy was immediately aroused, says the Midrash, and He
said, “For your sake, Rochel, I will bring Klal Yisrael back to their place.”

This seems very perplexing. Was Rochel’s nisayon greater than the
nisayon of Akeidas Yitzchak? During the Yamim Nora'im we constantly
invoke Akeidas Yitzchak as the ultimate zechus avos, but we hardly mention
Rochel's nisayon, which indicates that the Akeidah was the greatest nisayon
and zechus we can bring in our defense. If so, why, when it came to the
Churban, was Rochel's zechus more powerful than Akeidas Yitzchak?

We also see an unusual emphasis on Rochel tears: 'yan ‘0 anr N3
YNTN PYYY 132N 5990, Apparently, it was specifically Rochel's tears that,
kaveyachol, moved the Eibishter. Why?

In order to understand the magnitude of this nisayon we have to
appreciate what was at stake and what prompted Rochel to give up the
simanim. We also have to understand what was Rochel's heter to make
this switch. Hadn't she made a deal with Yaakov? How could she back out
without Yaakov's consent? Essentially, Rochel tricked Yaakov into marrying
Leah, after he had devised the plan to avoid this scenario. Yet we never find
that Yaakov expressed his dissatisfaction with Rochel, who orchestrated
this plan, even as he complains about the deception of Lavan and Leah.
Why wasn't Yaakov upset about Rochel'’s part in this scheme?

What was at stake here for Rochel wasn't simply the loss of an amazing
shidduch for which she had waited seven years. Rather, we are discussing
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the ultimate nitzchiyus: becoming one of the imahos. She was risking the
opportunity of becoming Mama Rochel for all generations. With that
in mind, we can begin to fathom the enormity of this nisayon, in which
Rochel was ready to give up her nitzchiyus just to save her sister from tzaar.
Furthermore, Rashi explains, it was pretty much understood that Rochel
and Leah were destined to be matched up with Yaakov and Eisav. Leah
cried incessantly because she sensed she was going to have to be paired
with Eisav Harasha and become the matriarch of his evil generations.
Accordingly, when Rochel gave over the simanim she was not merely losing
the opportunity to be married to Yaakov, she was seriously risking being
stuck with Eisav. Viewed in that light, her act takes on a new dimension
of selflessness.

Who says, however, that this was the right thing to do? Don't we have a
principle that chayecha kodmin? Didn’t she have every right to let herself
receive what she deserved and not suffer the fate of being married to
Eisav Harasha just because of Leah’s feelings? In enabling Leah to marry
Yaakov, Rochel performed a seemingly suicidal act of benevolence. With
her nitzchiyus at stake, how did she know this was the right way to go?

I'would like to point out one more fascinating insight into this parashah.
We would imagine that when Leah realized what had happened, she would
have be eternally thankful to Rochel for giving her the simanim, which not
only saved her embarrassment but also endowed her with the opportunity
to be Yaakov's wife and the mother of Klal Yisrael. We find, however, that
during the incident with the duda’im, when Rochel begs to share the duda’im
out of desperation to bear a shevet, Leah responds by accusing Rochel of
snatching away her husband: "RTy7 N} D3 NNPY) WK NR JANR VYN
»)2. How could the heiligeh Leah make such a claim, after Rochel, out of
sheer kindness, gave her Yaakov, who was really supposed to be Rochel's
husband? It seems mind-boggling!
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The Ultimate in Selflessness

Rav Shalom Schwadron was mechadesh that it must be that Rochel never
allowed Leah to know the real story. He explains, according to the Daas
Zekeinim, that the simanim were the three basic halachos that every kallah
must learn: challah, niddah, and hadlakas neiros, and the arrangement was
that Yaakov would test Rochel on these halachos. Rochel never revealed
to Leah that Rochel was supposed to be Yaakov's wife, nor did she give
over any simanim to Leah. Rather, she simply and innocently taught Leah
halachah classes, which ensured that she would pass the test of the
simanim. Leah was never aware of any switch; she never felt the chessed
of Rochel, and therefore was able to claim later on that Rochel had taken
away her husband: »w>x nx JnNP vyNN.

Itis difficult to grasp this level of chessed. Not only was Rochel ready to
give up everything to spare her sister from tzaar, but look at the sheleimus
of the chessed: She never even allowed Leah to realize what had happened!

This new appreciation of the gadlus of Rochel's altruism begs the
question: What gave Rochel the ability to give everything up for Leah and
potentially lose it all for herself?

Ibelieve the answer is afundamental principle of Yiddishkeit. Yes, Rochel
was risking her future as the mother and builder of Klal Yisrael, but when
she saw Leah's copious tears and considered how hurt Leah would have
been to be stuck with Eisav, she recognized very clearly thatKlal Yisrael's
future could not be built on a lack of sensitivity. The shevatim could not
be born out of Yiddishe tzaar.

Yes, chayecha kodmin. Yes, Rochel's nitzchiyus was at stake. But she had
anilluminating clarity that overrode those considerations: Klal Yisrael could
not be built on Leah's tears. This clarity gave her the gevurah to withstand
this incredible nisayon.

Moreover, Rochel was sure that this reasoning would resonate with
Yaakov. And indeed, we see that Yaakov never complained to Rochel about
her actions; apparently, he agreed with her.

What fueled Rochel’s selflessness was her remarkable grasp of the
lengths to which a Yid must go to spare another Yid tears and distress.
With this in mind, perhaps we can understand why this zechus caused
the Eibishter to promise that the Yidden would ultimately return to Eretz
Yisrael. True, the nisayon of Akeidas Yitzchak surpassed all other nisyonos
and is the source of merit that we invoke throughout the Yamim Noraim.
However, when the Eibishter decreed that the Churban would happen, no
zechus could change the gezeirah -including Rochel’s nisayon. But when
Rochel began to cry, her tears awakened the deepest Heavenly mercy, for
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they represented the idea that nothing stands in the way of Yiddishe tears.
It wasn't the magnitude of her nisayon that caused the Eibishter to listen
to her, but rather the middah k'neged middah of her tears: She was the
one who was willing to give up anything and everything to save Leah from
crying, and so when she cries, the Eibishter, kaveyachol, will do anything
to stop her from crying, as He beseeched: »2an 557 »yn.

Of course, Rochel ultimately did not lose her nitzchiyus. In fact, her
sacrifice is actually what afforded her nitzchiyus. Rochel was born an
akarah, and Rashi says she was only zocheh to have children in the zechus
of giving over the simanim.

The message s clear: One, Yiddishkeit cannot be built on yenem’s tears.
And two, one never loses by fargining and being mevater. That's what must
beingrained in our hearts when learning the parashah of Rochel and Leah.

Rav Nosson Tzvi’s Sensitivity

As I share this insight into the parashah, I can't help but be reminded
of the numerous times that I had the zechus to be at the table of the rosh
yeshiva Rav Nosson Tzvi zt"l when new ideas and potential innovations for
the yeshiva were being discussed and debated. As everyone knows, Rav
Nosson Tzvi was a dreamer, an innovator. He was constantly looking for
new ways to increase Torah learning, whether through a new chaburah, a
new limud, a new beis midrash, or a new mivtza or incentive. I remember
that more than once, an idea was floated and Rav Nosson Tzvi started to
get very animated and excited; you could see the elation on his face as he
began toimagine the Torah learning that would come out through this new
idea. And then someone would raise a slight concern that maybe someone
in the yeshiva would be hurt by this innovation. It was unbelievable: with
aflick of the hand, the entire idea was buried and we were on to the next
idea. It didn't matter if the possible offense was justified or minimal -
Rav Nosson Tzvi had this clarity that nothing in Yiddishkeit could be built
on Yiddishe tears. It almost seemed like it wasn't a nisayon for him, the
equation was so clear: we won't gain anything by being callous to someone
else’s tzaar, and we will never lose by being mevater.

This is the mesorah that Rav Nosson Tzvi received from the previous
Mir roshei yeshiva, and this is the legacy that he left for us, talmidim of
Mir yeshiva. This legacy might even explain the supernatural hatzlachah
of the Mir yeshiva. One doesn't lose from being mevater!

May the Eibishter allow us to internalize this timeless message and
allow this clarity to govern our daily interactions, so that we will ultimately
be zocheh to the reward in store for those that are mevater.

Gut Shabbos.
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