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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

The Greatest Shock

Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant shlita

In this week’s parashah we have the dramatic
meeting between Yosef Hatzaddik and his brothers,
the Shivtei Kah. The passuk says, niab rnx 153 X,
1m8n 15021 °2 inX, and azal famously exclaim, 15 nx
- NN orn 15 "X P11 0 woe unto us from the day
of judgment, meaning the accounting that a ]l)(erson
must give after 120. If the brothers were so shaken by
the tochachah of Yosef, how much more frightened
will we be then!

The obvious question is, where do we find in the
Torah that Yosef Hatzaddik rebuked or judged his
brothers? What parallel is there to the yom hadin?
All he said was, “Ani Yosef!”

Chazal - actually, this is quoted from a Tanna or
Amora named Abba Kohen Bardela - bring another
example of someone who wasn’t able to face the
music or stand up to someones tochachah, and
that’s Bilam, who was rebuked by his donkey. Again,
Chazal draw the same kal vichomer regarding our
ability to stand up to the future day of judlgment: X
;N orm 1S X P orn ub. What parallel is there
between the story of Bilam with his donkey and
Yosef Hatzaddik with his brothers that these two
incidents serve to teach the same lesson?

The Shem MiShmuel gives a fascinating explanation
of the phrase 1m8mn1572173. He notes that Rashi explains
that the reason the brothers did not recognize
Yosef is that he had a beard now, and when he left
them he didn’t have one. Yet this is very difficult to
understand, because we know that Yosef Hatzaddik
looked exactly like Yaakov Avinu — “upr1 mn1” —
and Yaakov Avinu did have a beard, so how did they
fail to notice the resemblance between Yosef and
their father?

The Shem MiShmuel explains that this is the meaning
of the words 17191 15721 72: They looked at Yosef’s face
and saw that he looked exactly like their father. Why
were they frightened? Because they realized that
all along it had been Yaakov Avinu’s face staring at
them, and they weren’t able to see it. When a person
has some sort of negius, the truth could be staring
them in the face, but they won’t be able to see it.

This, says the Shem MiShmuel, is the meaning of nx
An;Na o 15 X P ovn W, Lefasid lavo, a person’s
life is going to be replayed to him, and he 1s goin
to see that the truth was staring him in the face a
along, but he didn’t allow himself to see it.

Missing the Pnimiyus

The Sfas Emes, in several places, says something
fascinating, which we can extend to Bilam’s donkey.
Why did the brothers sell Yosef Hatzaddik? Says the
Sfas' Emes, because he had a tchup - he looked like
a goy. That’s his interpretation of the idea that Yosef
was 1ywa Sobon. He explains that the phrase 1501
mon indicates that they were frightened because
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of his pnimiyus - the word panim reflecting the
person’s internal reality - because when they finally
realized who Yosef Hatzaddik was, they understood
that they had made a huge mistake, because they
had judged him from the exterior, from his tchup.
Now they recognized that he had an entire world of
pnimiyus lying right beneath the surface, which had
allowed him to maintain his kedushah and spiritual
level all the years in Mitzrayim.

That same experience of womn >ga1 is what will
happen to a person le'asid lavo. In this world, when a
gerson sees the briah, he doesn’t notice the Ribbono
hel Olam in it, because He represents the pnimiyus
of the briah. Likewise, a person doesn’t see his own
otential, and the kedushah that lies within him.
n the future day of judgment, says the Sfas Emes,
a person will be shown that all the situations that he
thought were devoid of ruchniyus, and all the times
when he thought he was not connected to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu - those were all opportunities for growth
and shteiging.

That will be the mussar of ormn 15 nx 71 DN 115 "X
an:nn, and this segues into the story of Bilam and
his donkey.

The word chamor, the Maharal teaches, is related to
the word chomer, materialism. Similarly, the Mesillas
Yesharim describes the gashmiyus of this world as
chomer. The chamor, then, represents materialism.
On the other hand, the power of speech is what
represents the ruchniyus of this world, as Targum
Onkelos interprets the phrase mn wo oxn "nn to
mean X>bmn mnb, a speaking spirit. When Bilam’s
donkey opened its mouth and began talking, it was
conveying to Bilam, “You look at me as a chamor,
purely chomer - the most base, }t)lhysical entity that
exists, but in truth, even I have the ability to speak,
which represents the existence of a neshamah and
spirituality”

Bilam saw the world as devoid of ruchniyus and
kedushah; he saw only the exterior wrapping of the
universe, in which a’chamor was purely physical.
Hashem was sendingkhim a message, through the
donkey, that there is kedushah in every part of the
briah - even in a chamor, the epitome of chomer.

This is the essence of the tochachah le’asid lavo.
Sometimes, a person thinks of himselfas distant from
ruchniyus, a chamor, fit for the description nm1n oy
amnb that is used to describe Eliezer and Yishmael,
who didn’t proceed to the site of the Akeidah due to
that status. Le’asid lavo, however, a person is going to
be shown that he has kedushah, and that heis filled
with dveikus and potential.

That’s the lesson of nronn orn 15 “X 71 01 1S K.

Gut Shabbos!
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