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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Persistence Pays
Harav Hagaon Binyamin Cohen shlita

Rashi explains, based on the Gemara in Chullin
(91b), that Yaakov Avinu unwittingly passed Har
Hamoriah, the Makom Hamikdash, and was
already outside Eretz Yisrael when he realized that
he had missed the opportunity to daven at that holy
place. The Gemara continues that at that moment
Yaakov was m'nyT 20 -he put his mind to go back,
which wasn’t an easy undertaking, and the nes of
kefitzas haderech happened: the way miraculously
shortened for him. Therefore, the Torah says: yaon
Wnwn X272 0w 197 Dipna, the word paon implying that
he “bumped” into the Makom Hamikdash.

R' Yerucham Levovitz points out that this effort
-mny1 2 -paved the future of the entire Klal
Yisrael. Yaakov Avinu merited the nevuah of the
ladder, and the promise that he would father the
Shivtei Kah. R' Yerucham explains that mny7 2
means undertaking to carry out a commitment
at all costs, and when one makes that ironclad
commitment, he’ll be zocheh to kefitzas haderech
and tremendous siyatta d’Shmaya; he’ll be zocheh
to build a Klal Yisrael.

The Tur (Orach Chaim 1) cites Yehudah ben
Teima’s teaching that a person should be bold as
a leopard, light as an eagle, and so on, noting that
the first directive here is to be bold as a leopard,
because a fundamental tenet of avodas Hashem is
to be persistent and committed, at all costs.

We see this idea later in the parashah as well, when
Bilhah gave birth to her second son and Rachel
named him Naftali, saying, n5nn) o'p>x *51mp1. Rashi
explains that 'nbmn1 connotes persistence; Rachel
stubbornly continued to plead with Hashem
for children, and didn’t give up. Rashi adds that
Hashem eventually acceded to Rachel’s request, and
R' Yerucham notes that we derive two lessons from
here: one, that it is permissible to be stubborn when
seeking spiritual attainments, for although Rachel
saw that Hashem didn’t want to give her children,
she didn’t give up; and two, that when a person
is persistent, he will ultimately succeed. Indeed,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants us to be persistent in
reaching our spiritual goals.
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Reaching for the Avos

R' Yerucham adds that this was the secret of the
Avos. The Midrash teaches that when Avraham
Avinu was traveling to the Akeidah, the Satan went
out of his way to dissuade him, presenting many
arguments and predictions of what would happen if
he did the Akeidah. Avraham Avinu responded to
all these arguments with “15 nin 5y -1 am doing this
even considering your argument.”

All of our gedolim became gedolim, says R
Yerucham, due to their akshanus, their obstinacy in
pursuing their goals at all costs.

The Gemara teaches (Berachos 32b): pirn 12"y npanx
YIX 77T n5an 0w ovwym ,amn 0 1ox. Rashi explains
that when Chazal say that these four things require
chizuk, they mean that a person must constantly
strengthen himself in these areas: ona ox pmnw
M2 551 Tnn. R' Yerucham explains that the only
way to succeed in these spiritual matters is through
determination and persistence, meaning that a
person must persevere until he reaches his goal.

Chazal tell us: "max »wynb *wyn 1w nn 9m> oI 27N
2pym PNy’ 0NaX -a person is obligated to say, “When
will my deeds reach the deeds of my forefathers
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov?” This obligation
applies to every Yid, so we might wonder, how is
it possible for me to be like the Avos? Perhaps the
answer is that true, we are not capable of reaching
the level of the Avos, but we can still follow in their
ways and use the tools they utilized to reach their
level.

From this parashah we see that one of the ways
that the Avos achieved what they did was through
persistence, through committing to grow in avodas
Hashem at all costs, despite whatever hurdles they
encountered. Their will was so strong that even when
things did not go well for them, they didn’t stop, but
forged ahead stubbornly, with iron resolve, to reach
their goal. Every Yid could take that middah and
work on building the strength of his ratzon .

We should all be zocheh to continue to grow in
avodas Hashem and have much hatzlachah.

Gut Shabbos.
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