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Parashas
Vayigash

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

¢

}

——

Be Elevated with Hashem

—

Harav Hagaon Meir Wahrsager Shlita

Inthis week’s parashah we read about the beginning of the descent of
Yaakov and his children into Galus Mitzrayim, as we say in the Haggadah:jnx)
DIXN 1T I IPYN IMR NYIYZ 1YY 90 DR IVYY.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu appears to Yaakov Avinu at night in a vision
to reassure him about the upcoming galus and tells him: qoy T8 *218
1% D) ToYR 1R N - I will descend with you to Mitzrayim and I
will raise you up again.

The Beis Halevi writes that this promise that Hakadosh Baruch Humade
to Yaakov Avinu, and to Klal Yisrael by extension, is the “n9yman nnvann
mnovann 931v," the greatest promise of all. It's a promise that keeps us
going through this extremely lengthy galus, about which we just sang on
Chanukah: nyan m9% pp PRY NIV 1Y NIR 2.

The Beis Halevi is apparently bothered by the double lashon of *Ja)
7%y D3 79K, and he explains that He called Klal Yisrael with His Name, as
we say many times in davening: nRap WYY WVITHM NN TRV

What is the meaning of Hashem's calling us with His Name? The Beis
Halevi cites a Chazal in the Yerushalmi (Taanis 2:6):091 w75 12 1wnRW 117
HRIWI DITIN DY RIN T2 WITPN qIPWw 2RI 727 - Hakadosh Baruch Hu
actually joined His name to Klal Yisrael. That's why, the meforshim explain,
we are called "Yisrael” — a name that includes the Name %-&, which is
called the \ymn ow.

The Yerushalmi offers a mashal to a king who had a small key. “If I leave
itasis, itwill getlost,” the king reasoned. “So I'll chain it to me in a way that

VM NV 15

will guarantee that it won't get lost.” Similarly, continues the Yerushalmi,
Hashem reasoned that if He leaves Klal Yisrael by themselves, they'll be
swallowed among the nations. He therefore placed His Name within Klal
Yisrael, thereby ensuring that they wouldn't get lost.

Chazal are telling us that Hashem's Name is like a chain by which
Hakadosh Baruch Hu ties Himself to Klal Yisrael. The Beis Halevi explains
that Hashem's tying His Name to Yisrael means that His honor - or the
opposite—depends entirely on Klal Yisrael. The upshot of this is that Hashem
performs miracles, which cause His Name to be glorified throughout the
world, only in order to save Klal Yisrael. The downside is that if Klal Yisrael
falls, chas v'shalom, into a state of cheit and spiritual distance, if they
don't behave the way they're supposed to, Hakadosh Baruch Hu's Name
is dragged through the mud with them, so to speak. That is the meaning
of Hashem's promise: 7%y 03 72X *91R) n2aen v 798 728 - “Twill fall
down when you fall," Hashem is saying, “and I will rise up when you rise.”

The Responsibility of Connection

On a superficial level, we might understand Chazal's statement that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu “tied” Himself to us as some sort of gimmick: He
put His Name in our name, Yisrael, like a chain that keep us connected.
But the Beis Halevi is telling us that Hashem’s inextricably linking His
Name to us goes far deeper than that. Hakadosh Baruch Hu and Yisrael
are one - Yisrael [v'Oraisa] v’Kudeshah Brich Hu chad hu — which means that
Hashem gave Klal Yisrael a certain Godliness, and they carry within them
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a chelek Eloka mimaal that transforms them into Hakadosh Baruch Hu's
representatives in this world. As such, Hakadosh Baruch Hu guaranteed
that Klal Yisrael can never be disconnected from Him. We are tied to Him
fromwithin, and if we transgress, it reflects poorly on Him, because we are
His children. On the other hand, if we elevate ourselves, then He becomes
glorified through us.

We carry the weighty responsibility of knowing that our behavior
determines how Hashemiis reflected in the world. This is why chillul Hashem
and kiddush Hashem are so crucial in Yiddishkeit. When a Yid is sins, chas
v'shalom, he is mechalel Shem Shomayim, because he drags Hashem's
Name, k'veyachol, into a state of sin. In contrast, when we do mitzvos, we
are mekadesh Shem Shomayim.

Thisis why the Beis Halevi considers this the greatest of all the promises,
because it guarantees that no matter where we go and what we do, we're
always connected to Hashem from within.

If we think about it, we realize that this promise reflects enormous
sacrifice and humility on Hashem's part. It is said that the Chasam Sofer
used to tell his talmidim, “I don't mind if you say my chiddushim in your
name. Just don't say your chiddushim in my name!” That's a human being.
But Hakadosh Baruch was willing to link His reputation, so to speak, with
ours and make Himself liable for everything we do. This is true throughout all
the generations. Even today, in the year 5779, everything we do represents
Hashem, Who is willing to go down with us wherever we go. That's the
extent of the kesher Hakadosh Baruch Hu has with us in galus, and that is
our ongoing source of inspiration throughout this long galus.

Reconnection With Hashem

Thisidea s a central part of the message of the Yom Tov of Chanukah we
just celebrated. The nes of Chanukah is referred to in the Gemara (Yoma 29)
as “sof kol hanissim.” Chanukah and Purim were the last miracles performed
for Klal Yisrael as a whole, and these collective miracles continue to give
us comfort and reassurance throughout the galus, for they demonstrated
that Hashem is with us.

We said in Al Hanissim:5R7w? 9051 709192 W11 9173 DW 1wy 79
1N 0YN3 17791 N9 MWN PwY. Through the nes of Chanukah, Hakadosh
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Baruch glorified His Name throughout the world, and He also performed a
great salvation for Klal Yisrael. These sound like two separate things, but
according to what we've said, perhaps they are really one.

This idea is expressed by the Maharsha, commenting on the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 106a) that states: 90X SR YN MY M MR IR HYVN RYN
1129 P72 VY RIN P2 VITPRY 1YV RYNNY MR 1Y MR NP 137
T OY DT PPRTIY MYV NR2YS K1Y 12 IMDI Yon m. Bilam said, m MR
5p MmN M. Rabbi Yochanan expounded these words to mean, “Woe
unto the nation that will be present at the time when Hashem redeems His
children! Who would come between a lion and a lioness when they mate?”

Justas anyone who would dare to get between a mating lion and lioness
would be in big trouble, so, too, anyone who is in the way when Hakadosh
Baruch Hu comes to redeem His nation will be in trouble. What does this
have to do with the words Y yawn nm» ', Who will live when He places
His Name, Kel? The Maharsha explains that when Hakadosh Baruch Hu
comes to take back His Name, which is connected to Klal Yisrael, that's
akin to the lion and lioness joining together. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu
comes to redeem Klal Yisrael from their downtrodden state in galus, He
will reconnect with His Name, which is intertwined with Klal Yisrael.

With this idea we can understand the depth of the words we said in
Al Hanissim: n»wn nowy HRI? 709 111 vt 517 DY mwy 1
1t oY 1779 N9 Because Hashem's Name is part of Klal Yisrael, when
He wants to elevate His Name, the only way to do that is by redeeming
Klal Yisrael and elevating them to a state of perfection where they serve
Hashem properly and are mekadesh Shem Shomayim. This is the message
of a Chanukah, both back then and now. Yes, the galus is very long, but
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is still sending us the message that “I placed My
Name in you, I'm with you, and I need you, k'veyachol.” We're guaranteed
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is within us, and He promises not only that
He's eventually going to take us out, but that He's here with us now. We
have the Godliness and greatness of Hakadosh Baruch Hu within us, and
we're waiting for that chelek Eloka mimaal to become reconnected with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

We should be zocheh speedily to the yeshuah sheleimah: nvaw nun 7 opn.

Gut Shabbos.
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