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PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

It’s All Up To YOU

Harav Hagaon Ahron David shlita

The Bach (Orach Chaim 670) wonders why Hashem allowed
the Yevanim to wield power over us and stop our avodah.
What did we do that enabled this to happen? Everything
is from Shamayim, and it was hardly a coincidence that
the Yevanim came and stopped the avodah in the Beis
Hamikdash. The Bach explains that the reason is that we
performed the avodah bhishrashlus, instead of doing it
shtark. We came late, we didn’t value it as we should have,
and middah Kneged middah, Hashem authorized the
Yevanim to take it away from us.

This is a profound lesson for life. Hashem operates
middah Kneged middah with every individual, and we
see that people who learn and daven shtark generally have
hatzlachah and parnassah, and things work out well for
them. Why is that? They are trying very hard and doing
their avodah with zerizus, with chizuk, so middah Kneged
middah, Hashem says, “You're shtark, so I'll be shtark with
you. I'll give you parnassah, strength, health, so that you’ll
be able to learn and daven and do the mitzvos.”

If, however, people are not so shtark with their avodah and
their Torah and mitzvos, then Hashem says, “Youre not so
shtark, so I won’t be shtark with you?”

This is a fundamental principle that applies to all of life. We
establish how our life will be, and how much success we’'ll
have in our Torah and mitzvos - it all depends how shtark
we are and how much effort we put into our avodah.

If you have a minyan, it should be a minyan kavua. You
daven in one shul, at the same time, and you come early
and daven well. You say all of Pesukei d’Zimra and daven
slowly, word for word, with kavanah. If you do that, you
show that you value davening, so Hashem will also value
your davening and ensure that youll be able to daven. He
won’t give you circumstances that make it impossible for
you to daven.

The Bach goes on to ask: Why did Hashem perform the
nes of the neiros, in which oil that sufficed for one day
lasted eight days? He explains that Hashem saw that the
Kohanim were being moser nefesh by waging war, rabbim
byad me’atim, so they could get back the avodah. Mesirus
nefesh is the opposite of hishrashlus, so middah Kneged
middah, Hashem performed a nes.

R' Chaim Shmuelevitz says that this nes was a kiss from
Hashem; Hashem was showing Klal Yisrael that He was
happy with them, because they were being moser nefesh.
The Mishnah in Sotah (1:7) teaches, 7717in A2 T7in 0DTRW NTR2
i5 - however you conduct your life, Hashem will conduct
Himself with you.

Wherever you find yourself - in America, Eretz Yisrael, or
anywhere else - you are the one who determines how your
life will go. The Gemara (Berachos 20) relates that R' Pappa
asked Abaye why the earlier generations experienced
miracles, while the later generations do not, and Abaye
answered that it is because the earlier generations were
moser nefesh, so middah k'neged middah, Hashem went
above and beyond with them, by performing miracles.

n7w1NYIo |4

Being moser nefesh doesn’t mean that you have to jump
into a fire. It means trying harder to wake up early, and to
be shtark in Torah, tefillah, mussar, mitzvos. The Gemara
(Shabbos 130) observes that since Klal Yisrael always kept
the mitzvah of bris milah joyously, celebrating it with
a seudah, Yidden throughout the generations continue
to perform this mitzvah, even if they are not observant.
Conversely, things that Yidden did not keep so steadfastly
did not remain as shtark.

It all depends on how we do things.

Why the Ridvaz Was Spared

Now there is a war here in Eretz Yisrael, a dangerous war
in which many people have been killed, lo aleinu. We have
to accept Shabbos early. The Aruch Laner famously notes,
in Minchas Ani, that in a year when Rosh Hashanah falls
on Shabbos and there is no shofar on the first day of Rosh
Hashanah, Shabbos is our lawyer. So we have to honor
Shabbos and bring it in early. In Eretz Yisrael we try to light
candles forty minutes before sunset, and already before
that, we say Shir Hashirim to greet Shabbos. The Rambam
says you have to wait for Shabbos, to be ready early.

The Ridbaz, who was a rav in Slutzk, lived in Tzfas at the
end of his life, and when he was already an older man, he
became very sick and almost died. He saw himself being
taken to beis din shel maalah, and they told him, “Say a
zechus about yourself that you should live”

He answered that he was writing a sefer on Yerushalmi,
and they responded that that’s impressive, but others could
do that, too. He said that he is involved in a lot of charitable
work, and they said, “Others could do that instead of you.”
Then he said, “My Shabbos is ready Thursday night - we
add things on Friday, but everything is basically ready on
Thursday.” To this, they responded, “Ah, that can’t be done
by others” And the Ridbaz lived for another fifteen years.
It you are moser nefesh, Hashem is also moser nefesh for
you. If you are shtark, Hashem is also shtark with you.

Another story that brings out this idea is about Rebbetzin
Brim, a big tzaddekes who lived in Meah Shearim. All her
life she was moser nefesh to daven with a minyan, in the
women’s section of the shtieblach. At the end of her life,
she was weak, and it was difficult for her to walk, so the
Eibishter gave her schar by arranging that there should be
ayeshiva established near her apartment. She davened with
them for years.

This is our chizuk on Chanukah, when the light of Torah
and mitzvos shines brightly. If we do everything bchizuk -
minyanim, learning, chessed - and just try a little harder,
not jumping into the fire but simply making a bigger effort,
then Hashem will help us, and we'll experience yeshuos
both individually and collectively, in Eretz Yisrael and all
over the world.

Hashem should give us all hatzlachah.
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