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PARSHAPREVIEW

¢

Parashas
V. hi Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
ayechl which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— O
'The Power of Sight
—

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman Shlita

At the beginning of this week’s parashah, Yaakov
Avinu summons Yosef and tells him to bring his chil-
dren to get a brachah before he dies. The Torah then
tells us that Yaakov couldn’t see, so before he blessed
Menashe and Ephraim, Yosef brought them close to
him, and he kissed them and hugged them: 2x! 1w
DN? PN DY pY PIR DOR W) NIRYY Y21 KD 1pin 172D,

Why did the Torah have to tell us this? What
does this have to do with Yaakov’s brachah to
Menashe and Ephraim? The Sforno explains that
because Yaakov couldn’t see his grandsons,
his blessing could not rest on them. Instead, he
kissed and hugged them, so that his soul should
be connected to them and his blessing should be
given over to them.

For a brachah to take effect on the recipient,
there has to be a connection between the giver
of the brachah and its recipient. Usually, that
connection is accomplished through the giver
seeing the recipient, but since Yaakov Avinu
couldn’t see, he had to kiss them and hug them in
order to connect with them.

The Sforno points to a similar phenomenon with

VM nwia |4

Moshe Rabbeinu. At the beginning of Parashas Vezos
Habrachah, the Torah says, 79?0 nR pIRD %2 NR N IR
11 TY. The reason Hashem showed Moshe all of Eretz
Yisrael, explains the Sforno, was so that he could
bless it. Because he was able to see the land, he was
able to give it his brachah.

After showing Moshe the land, Hashem told him,
PN TYY IR IpWY) PR DNTIRY NPTV TN PIRD NNt
92yn RY MY Prya PprorIn. The Gemara (Berachos
18b) asks, what is the meaning of the word 1nN? here?
Hakadosh Baruch Hu instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to
tell Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov that He had ful-
filled His vow to their descendants. The Maharsha ex-
plains that although Eretz Yisrael was not conquered
yet, Hashem’s showing Moshe Rabbeinu the land was
tantamount to its being conquered. We see, then, the
tremendous power inherent in Moshe’s seeing the
land.

We also find that when Yitzchak Avinu, who was
blind, wanted to bless Eisav, he told him, -yon »5 nom
MR D0 7U9) 213N NP2 NYIRY 2% MID) MNITR TN D0,
He wanted to connect with Eisav, so that his brachah
could be imparted to him, so he asked Eisav to pre-
pare delicacies so that he would feel love and grati-
tude towards him.
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Eyes Create Connection

We can derive a fundamental insight from the Sforno:
The eye creates connection. It’s a gateway to a per-
son’s soul. This is true in the positive sense, as well as
in the negative sense. Bilam sought to see the Jewish
people’s encampment so that he could place an ayin
hara on them, as the Torah relates: ®3 N2 P2 VYR RN
IRIN KD 1921 NRIN INXP DIR DYN NRIN TYR INR DIPN HR DR
DYn *7 M1p. Similarly, the navi says, regarding Elisha,
D?%21 DR PINR 191 When he saw the youths, he was
able to curse them.

The power of sight is reflected in the following
halachah in Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 134),

regarding the procedure of hagbaah:
SIINYISRNWHY 1199 DMV DYY 717N 990 N2NI 119 RN
Y7991 2NN MR DWW DWIR 93 HY MDY 1INRY 1185 M.

There’s a mitzvah for every person to see the
writing of the sefer Torah when it is lifted. The
Magen Avraham cites the mekubalim as stating
that a person should be able to actually read the
letters, because a great light comes upon a person
when he gazes at the sefer Torah.

Regarding maaser sheini, which must be eaten
in Yerushalayim, Tosafos explain (Bava Basra 21)
that when a person saw the great kedushah of the
kohanim doing the avodah, it would spur him to

develop yiras Shamayim and learn Torah.
Yet another source that shows the power of seeing is
the passuk in Yeshayah that says, 770 n& nixJ 7y ym.

The halachah is that during Kiddush, a person is
supposed to look at the Shabbos candles. Similarly,
when a person gazes at the Chanukah candles, it
has an effect on his soul.

Chazal (Menachos 43b and elsewhere) teach
that when a person sees the techeiles on his tzitzis,
he is reminded of the sea, which resembles the
heavens, which resembles the Kisei Hakavod. In
other words, when a person fulfills the mitzvah of
tzitzis, itis as though heis perceiving the Shechinah.
How? Because it is as though he saw the Kisei
Hakavod and the Shechinah. Seeing connects a
person to what he’s looking at, even if what he’s
seeing is merely something similar to something
similar. By seeing our tzitzis, then, we’re actually
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connecting to the Ribbono Shel Olam.

The Dangers of Inappropriate Sights

On the flip side, we are cautioned, D227 *INR 1NN KN
DiPINR D2F DNR TWR D2°1Y MNRY. When we see some-
thing that we are not supposed to see, we connect
with that as well. The parashah of tzitzis encompasses
both sides of this: seeing tzitzis connects us to the Rib-
bono Shel Olam, while seeing sights we shouldn’t see
connects us to things we shouldn’t be connecting to.

Chazal also tell us not to gaze at avodah zarah,
and not to gaze at the face of a rasha. Indeed,
the Gemara )Megillah 28a) states that the reason
Yitzchak’s eyes became weak was that he looked
at Eisav Harasha.

So we learn from this parashah the tremendous
power inherent in seeing. What we see can
influence us deeply: a davar shebikedushah brings
kedushah upon a person, and seeing bad things
has the opposite effect.

Therefore, we should use our eyes to connect
ourselves with Torah, Eretz Yisrael, rebbe’im,
talmidei chachamim, and tzaddikim.

To end with a story: About thirty years ago,
someone asked me to accompany him to R' David
Abuchatzeira to get a brachah for a relative of his
who needed a big yeshuah. After R' David gave
the brachah, my companion asked him if he could
promise that the person would have a yeshuah. R’
David answered that he is not promising, but his
family has the koach habrachah for close to 300
years, since they guard their thoughts and their
eyes. He said that his grandfather did not leave his
own courtyard for over thirty years. He had tefillos
there, he learned there, he ate there, he slept there,
he had a mikvah there, and he did not see anyone
there except his family members.

A person who uses this tremendous koach
of seeing that the Ribbono Shel Olam gave us is
zocheh to brachah and simchah. We should be
zocheh to use our kochos for good things, and not,
chas v’shalom, the opposite.

Chazak chazak venischazek, and Gut Shabbos.
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