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PARSHAPREVIEW

Parashas
Vaei Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
aclra which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— O
Making an Impact
—

In this week’s parashah, Moshe Rabbeinu
tells the Eibishter, »1ynw 78] *98 wnw X2 587w *12 17
o noY 27y ) 799 — how can | expect Pharaoh to
listen to me when Klal Yisrael are not listening to
me? The famous question about this statement
is, the Torah informs us, three pesukim earlier,
why Kilal Yisrael didn’t listen to Moshe: wny X7
YR 7AYm o0 %Pn vk 98, but this reason didn’t
apply to Pharaoh, so why would Moshe assume
that Pharaoh wouldn’t listen to him? Considering
that Klal Yisrael were enslaved with hard labor,
while Pharaoh was not, how is this a logical kal
v’chomer?

When the Torah says that Klal Yisrael did not
listen to Moshe AR 772ym1 11 18Pn, it doesn’t mean
simply that they were too distracted to hear Moshe
Rabbeinu; it means something much deeper. The
Torah stipulates that if an eved Ivri decides to stay
with his master until Yovel, the master should drill a
hole in his ear, and the Gemara teaches (Kiddushin
22) that this is a way of conveying to the eved that
the ear that heard Hashem say, on Har Sinai, *% »?
72y 987Y° 12, yet chose to become an eved to
another eved, must have his ear pierced.
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This raises an obvious question. There are
many things we heard at Har Sinai, besides the
ideathata Jew is supposed to be an eved Hashem
and not an eved to someone else. If a person who
doesn’t heed what he heard at Har Sinai must
have his ear pierced, then if someone says Krias
Shema late, or speaks lashon hara, or violates
any other Torah command, then shouldn’t he, too,
have his ear pierced? Why is it only the eved lvri
who receives this treatment?

It must be that what we heard at Har Sinai has
a particular significance to the state of being an
eved.

Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuvah 2:12) gives
the following explanation of the passuk in Mishlei:
oYy WIn "2l Ny 2% npw? ooy TiRD — what a
person sees makes his heart happy, while what he
hears fattens the bones. Rabbeinu Yonah explains
that when a person hears something good, it has
an effect even on his bones, which don’t generally
experience sensation. In order for something to
have an impact on the bones, which are hard,
it must create a very powerful impression. The
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eyes can see only that which is tangible, but the
ear can hear intellectual, nontangible ideas, which
make an impression not only on the heart but also
on the person’s mind. Rabbeinu Yonah adds that
the ability to listen is such a powerful faculty that
a person who causes someone else to go deaf, in
an act of violence, is required to compensate him
for the value of his entire body, as the Gemara
teaches in Bava Kamma. In contrast, someone who
blinds another person is obligated to pay the victim
only for the value of his eye. As long as a person
is able to hear and absorb information, he still
has fundamental value. Even if a person loses his
eyesight, he doesn’t lose his core ability to grow
and change. (') But if a person can’t hear, he is
disconnected from that ability to hear and absorb.

Rabbeinu Yonah then says the following, based
on the Midrash (Shemos Rabbah, Yisro, ch. 27).
Hashem tells Klal Yisrael, if a person falls off a
roof and injures his body top to bottom, he needs
multiple surgeries and bandages. But a person who
sins with all his limbs, and is spiritually broken from
top to bottom, doesn’t require multiple operations.
He needs just one band-aid: hearing, as the passuk
says (Yeshayah °mm wnw 28 1991 02x w3 :(55:3
o2¥ol. Through shmiyas ha’ozen, the person can
come back alive.

The ability to listen allows a person to transform
himself completely, as long as the idea penetrates
into the person. We’re referring not to simple
physical hearing, but to what it is called in Yiddish
to derher. Since hearing confers this incredible
power, we can understand why someone who
causes another person to go deaf has to pay the
value of his entire body.

A person who is an eved is not his own
baalebos; he’s completely under the control of
someone else. This lack of autonomy is expressed
in an inability to hear something from the outside.
In Mitzrayim, Klal Yisrael’'s avdus manifested itself
in their inability to listen to Moshe. It wasn’t just a
physical distraction or a technical problem. It was a
state of enslavement that didn’t allow them to hear.

Since the ability to listen and change is what
defines a human being, the state of avdus — in
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which a person loses his independence — results in
a limited capacity to hear. Now, we can understand
why it is specifically the eved Ivri whose ear is
pierced. By choosing to continue being an eved,
he loses the ability to absorb new information from
the outside and change himself. He doesn’t have
a zich.

This also explains Moshe’s kal v’chomer. Klal
Yisrael’s natural state is one of hearing: Shema
Yisrael. Why does the passuk stress shema,
hearing? Because we need to be able to hear
something that takes us out of our comfort zone.
Then, we can achieve 0o¥o1° 101 3wnw. ButKlal Yisrael
in Mitzrayim lost their ability to hear, because of to
their avdus. They were bunkered in their own little
world and were not open to reflection or change. If
Klal Yisrael, whose metzius is hearing, had lost their
ability to hear due to their external circumstances,
Moshe argued, then how could Pharaoh possibly
listen? Does Pharaoh have the ability to hear
something and change? Is he open to the powerful
impact of what his ears hear, as reflected in the
pasuk axy 1wIn 7270 nymY? Of course not. That was
the kal v’ichomer.

Chazal apply to Avraham Avinu the passuk
(Tehillim 0723 90y moW) JI% 03] R N2 vy (45:1
72R. They give the mashal of a person who was
traveling and saw a palace. “Could it be that there’s
no one in charge?” he wondered. Then, the owner
of the palace peeked out at him and said, “l am
in charge of the palace.” Similarly, when Avraham
Avinu contemplated the world, he asked himself,
“Is it possible that there is no one in charge of this
world?” Then, Hashem told him, “l am the Master
of the world.”

By invoking the passuk 120 721X *v3) X7 N2 ynw
AR N1 gpy, Chazal are telling us that Avraham
Avinu’s whole ability to achieve what he did was
rooted in his ability to listen. He wasn’t stuck in his
own narrow reality; he was able to absorb. The
Sfas Emes notes that the passuk uses seemingly
repetitive language: "yn¥ and 71X *v3). He explains
that many times, a person hears something but it
goes in one ear and out the other. Avraham Avinu
didn’tjust hear; heinclined his ear to listen properly.
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The whole world saw that Hakadosh Baruch Hu was
running the briah, but everyone else just moved on
and did not absorb this information. Only Avraham
Avinu heard it and inclined his ear. “Wait,” he said.
“I need to pay attention.”

In order for someone to listen in this way, he
has to fulfill the rest of the passuk: n°21 7py moW¥
7°28. He needs to detach himself from his comfort
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zone. The ability to truly listen, absorb new ideas,
and change depends on how much a person is
able to move out of his rigid reality.

If avdus represents the inability to listen, then
the ability to be open to change and move out of

an old position represents cheirus, true freedom.

Gut Shabbos.
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