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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Beshalach Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
A— o —
Without a Doubt
o ® —

Harav Hagaon Binyamin Cohen Shlita

At the end of this week's parasha, the Torah tells us that Klal Yisrael
came to Refidim and found no water to drink. The people were very thirsty,
and they started complaining to Moshe and to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. They
started doubting and questioning Hakadosh Baruch Hu, asking: ‘n v
PR DR 12772 —is Hashem within us?

Immediately afterward, Amalek attacked: Y®7%? Dy DN pony Ran
D7a72. Rashi, citing Chazal, explains why these two incidents are juxtaposed:

PR DR 112792 D WD DIMIR DRI, D97 939 191 D2 IR 1IN
JIR 170 YT YR DPPIN DRI DINR TUI R 2991 DN

Because Klal Yisrael questioned whether Hakadosh Baruch Hu was
really with them, Hashem sent Amalek to attack them. “When the dog
bites you,” Hashem said, “you'll cry out to Me, and you'll know where Tam.”

Midrash Tanchuma on Parashas Ki Seitzei explains that the essence
of the mitzvah to remember Amalek is to remember the sin Klal Yisrael
committed in questioning:PX DR 1272 ' W7 . The Midrash brings a
mashal of a king who owned a vineyard, and put a gate around it and
stationed a dog to guard the vineyard and bite anyone who tried to break
in. One day, the king's own son broke into this vineyard, and the dog bit
him. Wanting his son to realize that he had contravened his father's orders
by breaking into the vineyard, the king would tell his son, “Remember that
you got bitten by a dog? Remember that bite?”

Similarly, in commanding us to remember the incident with Amalek,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu was saying, “Remember that you were bitten by
Amalek? Remember that you questioned & DX 1129p2 ‘0 wWin?"

That's the essence of the mitzvah of zechiras Amalek — to remember

noYwa nwaa | 4

the aveirah we did and to strengthen our emunah and bitachon.

But how are we to understand the middah k’'neged middah here? Why,
when Klal Yisrael questioned whether Hashem was with them, did Hashem
send Amalek to “bite” them? And why is Amalek compared to a dog?

Cold Questioning

The passuk at the end of Parashas Ki Seitzei says about Amalek: 7wx
7772 77, and Rashi explains that the word 77 comes from the root 1p,
cold. After Klal Yisrael left Mitzrayim and experienced Krias Yam Suf,
everyone in the world recognized Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The nations of
the world understood that Klal Yisrael were Hashem's chosen nation and
were afraid to start up with them:nwa »aw mx Hn Py oy Wwny.

Rashi compares Klal Yisrael at that time to a boiling bath that no
one would dare to step foot into. But one person does jump in and gets
burned. In the process, however, he cools off the bath for everyone else.
Similarly, when Amalek attacked, it “cooled off” Klal Yisrael, making them
vulnerable to future attacks.

Amalek caused coldness in the world, cooling people’s yiras Shomayim
and emunah in Hashem and causing them to have doubts, sfeikos. The
gematria of Amalek, we know, is 240, which is equivalent to the gematria
of pav, doubt. After Krias Yam Suf, it was abundantly clear thatynw Ty ‘n
TnR and that no one should pick a fight with His nation. But Amalek cast
doubt about this, making it possible for other nations to start up with Klal
Yisrael. Even though Amalek was defeated in battle and hurt, they cooled
the yiras Shomayim inspired by Krias Yam Suf and caused sfeikos in emunah.
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In Parashas Bereishis, Hashem tells Kayin: p37 nkwn nna? —sin crouches
atthe door. What is this door? The Vilna Gaon, cited in Kol Eliyahu, explains
that when a person has a safek, that's the door through which the yetzer
hara enters. When a person has absolute clarity, the yetzer hara has no
place to enter. For instance, a regular frum Yid has no taavah to eat chazir
or lobster, because he knows clearly that it's forbidden. Since he has no
safek, the yetzer hara can't convince him or even tempt him. But when a
person has even a small doubt over whether he should or should not do
something, the yetzer hara has an opening to rush in and convince him
that the halachah permits it, it's not a problem.

If you have a safek, you open the door for confusion, and that's when
the yetzer hara takes over.

Amalek is responsible for creating this opening of doubt in the world.

And these doubts cool off people’s emunah.

The Gemara teaches that one of the signs of Moshiach's times is that:
1951 193 NN 7149 - the face of the generation is like the face of a dog.
When a dog is hit with a stick, he'll get angry and bite the stick; he won't
think to look who is holding the stick. Similarly, the generation before
Moshiach won't realize that whatever happens is being orchestrated by
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Amalek, too, was like a dog. Rather than recognizing Hashem as the
cause of everything that happens, Amalek believed that everything happens
by itself, with no Source behind it.

The way to fight Amalek was for Moshe Rabbeinu to lift up his hands,
whichwas asign toKlal Yisrael to turn their hearts to their Fatherin Heaven.
Once they strengthened theiremunah and bitachon, Amalek was defeated.

Worry = Bad Thoughts

We can now understand why, when Klal Yisrael doubted Hashem's
presence, as expressed by their question of: P8 DR 127p2 ‘1 W7, they
opened the door for Amalek to attack. Where there are sfeikos in emunah,
Amalek - whose power is to cool people’'s emunah - is able to make
inroads. That's why the arrival of Amalek was a middah k'neged middah
consequence of Klal Yisrael's doubting Hashem.

The first six words of the above Rashi - 3% 191 02702 2R AN
D237% —are worth remembering for a lifetime. “I'm constantly with you,”
Hashem says, “and I'm prepared to provide for all of your needs: physical,
emotional, spiritual, monetary - ymmn, cash! How can you ask: ‘n wn
PR DR 12727 And if you do ask, then Amalek will come.”

If we reflect upon the concept of D357 Y39 1M D12 MR TN
and work to integrate it into our outlook, it can impact our lives in a very
positive way.

We learned this week the Gemara in Kesubos (10b) that says that there's
nothing like eating dates in the afternoon, and one who does so is spared
from three things, one of which is machshavos ra'os, bad thoughts. What
kind of bad thoughts? Rashi says: mT, worry. Worry is a bad thought.

The word marT contains four out of the first five letters of the Alef-Beis,
and I heard from Rav Raphael Levin that the missing letter, beis, stands
for bitachon. A person who has bitachon doesn't worry, doesn't ask v
PR DR 12772 ‘N. Hashem tells us that He's always with us and prepared
to give us anything we need - so why worry?

If we ask & DR 13172 ‘N W), we open the door for Amalek. But if
we strengthen our bitachon and believe that Hashem is with us and will
provide for us, then Amalek has no power over us, and b'ezras Hashem
we'll be zocheh to much brachah vehatzlachah.

Gut Shabbos.
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