nava nob1d "INt

Baltimore, MD - 5:01
Brooklyn, NY -4:47

Chicago, IL - 4:37

Houston, Texas — 5:35
Johannesburg, S. Africa - 6:44
Lakewood/Deal, NJ -4:50
London, UK  -4:23

Los Angeles, CA - 4:59

Minneapolis, MN - 4:53
Miami, FL - 5:41

Monsey, NY - 4:47
Montreal, Quebec -4:33
Passaic, NJ — 4:47
Toronto, Ontario - 5:02
Yerushalayim - 4:31
Zurich, Switzerland - 4:59

24

N"'DI7W 1X'OW 12X VUND INan 2N 'Y
117 7INW7 W NWYNT ND70 .N270 111y NNV

NITIVD ¥W7V¥ NIXD

2o . "ora” 1mDaR Twn TnKA ,nawa i yb Twana no
1
.nawa mmyo 1 1mb X1 .ovi oy 3 Xpa

ANX Wb ATYO 1rT 2N 2 X'y p'wa nan mmyon e
Toxn nmna apST Sma X'y n'p nawT Xin mpm Gmn
wbw ATPO AT YnwnT 'min 0w 1pT 121 'R ATy m
ITPOT V1WA 12T Xan Phwa 11 .mynS nmann 1 XprT RN
TOMW RN DAMARM LMY AR KT 518D Ty b
oMW XM MEn 5 DA XYY wbw amyoT (2o phnn

OMWRIA T

MM MK XP1T 3 AP0 TIY oX npnn wnw md 'Ka5 mm
anx X51,m1¥n 215 Xp1T 2 Amyo Ty oX Apbnn K 1o 1o
22NDNRT XA LRI KRR PRI X120 KX QYK 0IXn
aTpob a1 wap 1 o mwbw amyob or wapw moT
0712 19K T 1IART Xn K2w00 XA 00T TN ,naw
,AMnwa o2 51X e nxT Xn 2" ,XP1T K0 anmna
PRT" 2"n2 owa anow 5" X awnn pwha ynwn 11 .Xp1T R
157 XnOKR "nmna oMy amnwa b DR armye avn
X5" anow mwb qwninn ynwn 191 01 B wr TR 5o ophina
‘o1 prInT X ) LHX onanm mbox pibma avnn
TTIYO ¥ 0915 T yrnwn TR AP0 1M 157¥m nmana nnxT
P15 w1313 'Kab 2"K mivm 1ab 1 nmyo Ry KT own 'X
mmyo 2 X9 'K ATpo 85X Swn R ohwd nnanaT ynwnT
ATYoT nonwi ab Xynn . (MYn Anx 2 AmYo X rRT Dwn
.M¥M 7185 RpYT 7w AmpoT A0 2"K myn anx XpiT oy

M PN AmnaT X2 75w "o wn nMa wmon o
Syn PR n'n ,men anb amyo Dax XS bax urn 'K amyo
" 1
X2n 0w 2"nm 2pan NTPO A1 NPT MY ANX 'R 1Yo XOR
n'm ,mxn a5 1Yo 7T 2"YRT Mmyo .p5nw 1'n2 1" nann
" 1", 1"
X"y X"m1 w'no war Anx o2 mepb Ty war 1aya TayTa
MapT TM .0 MMPo 3 Saxw Sax X5 mon napa 'R
1 1", A1l
191 .mi¥n MEb XpP1T 7Y Nawa ‘2 amyoT vwaT a'm n'an
v 'oINn 1 TS T nam pYenT hann viws
1, 1l 1
2"m3 3 1mwob 1ar ;1apw 1maT anon 121 . ampo par myh
121202 X5w M 2 n'en w'maya 2"n LA amyob par pap
", Al "
2"mo1 n'an MaT xan XOw 2" .oponn

myw 11 ynwn 0" q7 amynaTrip "o X"n ana o nwp imn
W1 IRDAT N1 ,1N0NRN OPW a1 Y AN nand jax pr b
D1wn 1rn myw 1 anx omyad 0"M nawa PIRnY n
X"577"010 X"m12 RDM) Dnvnn DMpw nywn Myw 1 1awnT
.(n"21 o7 PR own LY fyw T abena paxmd XS vnmnw

.mxn 185 'K Ao M1aKS a7n 1'K5a X5 Py 'R,

nYTa NANow M Mo 1 "0 naw nanwn 102 1w
oW and W At B wr amyo 537 o'anam 1M Xawnn
mynnd MoX anow fnn 1) Yhwm wxam onn oyt
X MMYo 1 2rn ApwT onow R LY opinT (mxn Ty
522 AP MM LaY Y22 YW nn N AR TMyo 5o
upn 195 LM nMX Y maa aRiana mivn anb xin or
PO RITW 127 XKW MM NX XP1T 001 whwn myonw
2'mm n"amm ama Uy ) mmye 3 myn 521 1 amyo

.(G"n 1w

n7vanwio|1

nw1on 7w

o7V 1'n N2'wy

AN NVYHITITHIA LS TINNT WA |17

T"OWN ,N1'Y NaY - 7w NW19

7"PINT 7929 Y1 ' 121 71ITAN [INAQ DY WNI D

D100 1B MDA X LNNNKIA N
R0V NX wInn S hnnd bar 1w Tam
AN AX P19 K1 OX OX)

1nn NpS "1 wpea ,1omn anxd nopn
I PR PNn mOn LW no
ANTW MK Sxanm Paba i 1n
Y KD 1MaY 02T DW TN IRY D
12y S1mans Snn nn 5apb nyn by

Inxdn

APy M WU ANa DK wan opn
Do mbrh 51 DX Srer porwh
apyr M axp D aws S jo
qoan AX B e prTA paadb 17T n
Xinw 12 0 21D amx bbb oom
,AM50 "1 wp a 0IXND 702N DX 1D
JXD 1P An Pan X5 apyr xan .obyn
"2 RN 2" 20RO WA Xan x5O
7031 DX TPY XD apy M oxw ynab
Y¥a nn L0 OX Loan D oenn piaa
m2 Swon X oX L, A Rinw

M2 1991 ,0MnK

non Dy A Ln Hw mnm
b 15 0 .paad o o nobH unand
o'p'XN X 0D 1A XD OpaDa L NN
mnon anvd p1aa obpw npmn om
YIDN Mapya Tohn nmynwn ome
mYna X nnwnw ,]’D"Dl'h‘l Aywa
P332 DV TWaRS W ¥R .ANnon
Y TPYDIX - nan odwn 1w
12 07 O P35 nwad nan N2

NTIW PTRN D120 DX TRamd

|"wnvawap™

77 paR MoX bW 1T Yan nwa

712232921 SR RN AW WRA 1N
nwn Han anwr 5pr bprp wara
157K 12 1w poy mwb 01ah XOw

. Sw

W 12 YD Andwn anp oy
yin7 2"m 1m wn Xpow ann B
Dow NIMIRW XA W 272w MORAN
1 AwRY ImX 5K N1 npbw m
TY YTV N AWR OR D 1 10w i
190 LART NN 77 XN AT an2
oo1p o™ooban opoynw XM

“1MIR PRTA 03 7N ,NP0 ARYIND

1222 ndOR NMPS MNT Y Xnws
m Sw T INK T nawn
D™ NN TTA Ambn N XKW AR
.0rna mnn 5aphb naTa wrs oaxd
D102 odWNR XN nR 5p in
o BRI Awn oM R Jwna LM
MO PO .XPOW NN TN wanwnd
N2 oY AR Sndb poi 10 LR Yan
AnR ynab axnban nR Saph v
pPnwH 1M AT L,ART My 51 XS AR
WK ,AAAN M AN00 TH L WRA
mMpn NREN oY TN YOR K
> 12 5om ,man prmd omnx

.21 paxa mpoynin

55 pyn 2131 nawn Sw ovpoon KRS
mIpb 10702 oMo KYH ARw 1o
TN N0 PR WIN aMno XN
5 nan awnw wann 'hn .niooa
OX NW na oawn Sy aon non

F
r
oy
=
2
o

(n,r) D'T'972 7NW' DY ON7'1 77DV N2

(X"y1"p 47 1MTMI0) LAMINA 0 DT W haa

0™MBoM AW R*i MR :n"'nEhYT PraIrnD 0N 210 PNAN N2 WRA N0 AR
51w M 0 .mnaT mpnyn nraea ayana proyd opna L rmxban oo Sy
O™ 11PE0 17T XX L0072 190N XN AT AT X LAY Snya aminn nx Tnbh

amnnn

AKX XS M0, NN on o’ nn S pier 10 9" 1 1n R nanx oy

. 1S XSw SN

oy on> o X1ab phnyh na v 1951 ,717e0a AT AW XOX LMD 1TbW ORT AR

(nopn "y ,mma a)

Sxwr

v : V'ijuu t

D'7WINI D N2 7w NWION 17w - W TN N



N""D'7¥ 72777 I'P'12 270 [INAA DD

D Y72IN7 N'7N MmN nAN1 N7

nxX 52 nomw Sn mea 0"anan anow fn by nwpnw
WK1 WIR 53 KHKX 7252 D vaw x5, 5'n nyrn nabnn
572n5 W 12M INIX M 12T TWX 09PN XA Son
M W OM 1oax AT Tays b noanb mnyd
AWK 0270 MNAWNI DY RN Syn pan ophRa nwyw
PON 1AM DWW W WIpNA AT 0 L0TRA 112 1Wwpa
PN 12T 1A 1% o™ oS mbwh oy anbnn
»ON M 1 AmIX T 0,7, 01nad 1w a1
72TIW MY 1272 IR .0 anan 5o 511 min nnx
103w 1M N0 1B 1 A'"apn 7nn Snyd qonnb imn

227 Do R 1O vawd

m 5" 1" nmn mnbn San a"sa o"amn nebn y'n
5w nIN22 Anm 1ras1 A5 MR T myn 07ph 1ab IxwIw
mprw 125 Sy owr X5 0nX 0aTH 1InYT o XS ,amn
no 1IN 5w N9 X 79 ;TARD TIA0M wwn oY AN
bny AR 7N NN APY 2w paRa 51 Soxn nbna
X 77IN5 MYY NR 10MY MW 1M2TH IR IXIAm S5y
52 nemw Ha 191 19na N YaRn XX 019ad Py
n"apnw nomn XNw XOX DX D23 0O PINW INIAn

.0m55 1MW 113 1B P

DW MXIW XWN "D Nwada 'pr N MK IXann ey ym
P MAN D27 DMWY SXW 0w 1PRw pwnn naT by
namaw 'pn n"mRa wo 250 nRwia unIw Sxaw ow
X1 A1 051 25 Hw N1 X Wwwn DIXY X0 mMAan
5y H5apn 191 AR WWNY INRY Xin 250 nXws 0
Awaxd 125 nX 0mn A"apn a1 a5 T Y ANy n¥p nxy

L1122 901 AT X A9y At bavp Awx nx onph o

M7 12T WX 55 X0 Sam nomw Sna o'anan ped
07pb 125 IRWIW n 1N Tinbn Sna o'anan b imx
T 77 ND197 DY AWIYW AW W1 LD MR T YN
a1 191 oY 5o nx n'apn 1 M owTp wp wIpna
DA 12 X0 IN5PN LM N 73T DY Tmywaad Ixw)

1571 N2 15 M 0TR 112 IRW YD 7Y RY

TNR™M 10 NWIDA 21N 137 ANK 1012 1D TWOKT AR
1DIXR 1yn5 191 own 1n ondb 03% onn N nwn 5X h
W' nX IRON XOR XKMIMIN WITH1,XD DX NN 70
WY 7971 5700 K00 9IRS KX nn mana XS oxm 12
wabh 12mm MWt 521X K10 1N YT n XD v

0 9IRS XOR W TS 170 mana RS R L,Mmood

NX 1 Tm5N Bxw 'K 1"y Xma X2mw nn i Sy anxa my
nnX oYa 10 SxwS onb 717 RS fn an Rme 1A PYnw 1
15n5 AT 12T b Swn 0db hMrwnx onb anx mwa

n7wanwIo|2

DD XN N0 ATw nOwa nwnn p'w 2Mpa oMy 1N
WA P72 127 PIXAN 2N WX 1n nfin Sw piom
DMW NXA 17 0N 10 ,0HYn 52 1abn 5" pivr Span
M5 1717an% 07X 12 Sw o1 mTna 1 nobnn prpm
77 AT 1N Sy ‘P navwn Xwn nX Xw onL,00Ton
1915 oRan oMaTa Pw 2 L SR onb Tn

annwa Sy,

a5 "IN o™n YA XoX1n 79N Mwa ,mw XN b
5"D1¥r Ay 07N a7 e SRAwr Swojam Tn XD op
N5 oW LNTA P AMA Tindbn pirn 13272 X1p Op
222 1T AR Wn DM AWK T ,nowa 2'pa proan by
7N pIrnd bno X awn Sw o nnan ayw Oxawe
'} 1"p 1MTM0a XN By XN "aTn wrn hn
1IN0 0 0T oW Sy Sxaweh onb axa phny nnrbnw
5"D1¥T ™R yana oI .02 pirna 'Y Xa pnvan '
1wHa 0 AWK X5 TNy TwHa 0™ TwRD AN 1anow
17,08 HY X5 mTnyn Sxawr mnnbn Sow mab [y
"y P XIT 0N Ty TR 71T L NHYA 1M A
TAYwa 1531 PR mTmy o' nna piean Sy L'pn nminn
10115 073 m 'K Y nona b A yui M owaT obene
127 .72 DPOW PR DY P L, Annbna 1Ry

Iy 0w ©'wa mpnn 137 nd

05w XYY IRIT 12 MY W KN PPN PR ;Iva 1A
'X) 12X WATn2 .DNXDDOR DY 132TY MYna nwd
nR mHw X1 12 "1 .Xmaa "onn X5w aoon v (X'
PITY Y ynnws Lp1IY M nX RAnd pwinm M by m
m 5" 1"2 nX DuX'onOX SXW Amdn RIT 12 " op
TRV NAX 1N DN WD L,0RP X RIMY X20 PN 0P
1IN TR MY 197 ORW 127 My AT 0IRNA X201 193
n™n XS way 15 ww nnn 503 0% n 15 mn ox X
M3 1132 ,DINXTOHOX W ORI .0HWI X wiadh My
L1112 IR TMYY 1w nma 10 5axT 5" 1" xS
52 X101 (MaRnd 1mTa 1n) nrma Sw nbrax non winn
770 5™ ,w1TRn 122 Tnhn MY ) 1P XD TIinbd

(T

,P1TY M NKR 1" N2ww nawn nX wand 1K1 oRw LYY
777 ,05101n DINR DO ORY LXMW XN X
Mma NYIX Oy TN pAn owWwaw IX oww Tndh bwn
S1Tan o Py "R AR TIinbS 5137, p1Ty LXK TR
an 5y S 5" a9y aexS Py oty Y bw
,RAMIY K10 KRN0 MWHa P17 " NX DUXIDIOK X1pw

.1 07X 1185 Ny fn 1an 1nab oipna

5"t pmbo nnn a1 ¥'man ,Amwnn owa nynw

D'7WINI D N2 7w NWION 17w - W TN N



N""D'7¥ 72777 I'P'12 270 [INAA DD

0mwY 125 1119Mm1 172 132 10X PTIW TAX X1 AXT H0m
.0™M551 071195 N2Tw 12 15 praon n'apm

ANAMRA 12 07PN M 5P 22T N Tinbn Sna obhix
5y b nNW MY AW INaAnx Dawa Tnn awn
a1 07X Oy L (parya Mwn wha) nabn nath i vpoy
PIWX INWN 1MwNa 0 Saxn nbna no orpnnl 1nK)

.Xan o,ypb 15 ;o A obwya

DUNKTODDXD XKIT 12 7" MIPW NWNN MW AR Inym
MW AWINN 0TR 12 92 .917Y M 5w S1man o in bxwwo
nab 5ax5 ¥ fnd yT NN Sy nTpwa orn 5o navh
127X P1OYY 1OY Apaa opwd MndS na 1B bmw nnw

AW NNRD TS Yovw 11

N5 ¥71 1912 727¥ MR KT 7IN5 102K LT M 1 X
Mo AWK Y Twnm Ay X0 11 L0350 12T waTnn
NTa T Npd X IR L1991 DIX 0Tipn nmann 1S e
7 DX OROT 12 0™ K 1HY .0pan axkn b no 1 wn
LMKACTD 591 10 KD 0w PRXIn 1 MmN TR Ty

wpad 5"pivr pHxn 2 2"and wanw TNX Mnaa nwyn
TNR MWIN NN AKX LW WwDw 1Ton TP men
DM 127w 7Y NMARY P PIn Hax S'pier amb b
09I TTW DMK ANT AW T0 NaY XD wHw 170 My
mnw m Sax mnbS no w1 wya aSaXnw Xin
DTN AN .A2 19 PR AWKRD P YIR 1250 1aTh v 1poy

PTY M Sw

5P DUXIOHDX MXW DONA NX MO P01 IR S m
779115 X5 1mKR Swai Xbw 15 md Xin pr1y 1 5w nxan
TNANX2 DNYYA DMTpn WK 1IN0 HYa YW 00y nx

Tmn0 nawn

1P 07NN M0 W DY PR XD 17127 Dow 0105 KM
PP WOHNNA AKX TR 53 .10 Tnbn o v ww X
nT9 12 MYHR M P11y M dw anTn nx nnpd 510 ond

a5 201,101 paad

DMYIY NPIWIA PN AT AN Tinbna prnnd nonw A
5xawr na bo oy e

n7wanwIo|2

mIwa nnxX oys Pmnm 15 pon X 12D v o wa
DODI TNY WA NNX DYD KROX 1PaX 10 Dapn mn XD
M OXIW? X .01 52 1aR 10 bapn mm o 93 rmnm
1M T KD XNW 0K AT 70 012 AWnm Ay 1o v
D25 NX 071197 0912 XYM ,AP12 0NN 1910 R¥n nnd

.D"MWaw D"axd

n"apn Awx am roanw ;5K 5N nkn wn aRam
N1 2w NS 00N 0 oR MRS SR X 10In
my w - Annb 10007 19X 12NN 0T DX 19BX
0712 NWRM AYaIX 15 YW m L1073 TnYd TR NINTWaKR
11191 X171 77785 1112 7770 nnD Daxe 190 YT K
MY N0 1291 oY B3 wpam omwaw 1axd 125 nx
NX CPX LDTRS 0TMIMIX DX Lpawn AR n'apn o nw
555551 ©178% fna 75 PR PR nMmna yipw nrad buon
,P2W NYWA MW TTO AMIA X L171N2 INMWN , NNwn N
2w 770D Anm 9axS anan ann 2yn SSannd N
.DMWaw "ax 115 X 5apm 091N 190 NMma X 7 X

X5 OX "nN2 75 MoK nd

nna 75 Sw oA roaa Tinyd nwaR My wr bax
Sw) nnanxa posn Sy 2 7" parya nx X5 ox
127 DY 1HY 1MNKR .NTH 12 YOX a1 a0 Tan mawn (7n
5w NNNNN PIwa 1MNA PO AWy MW DT 12 TYOX
ans ow 2"wna1 Mmnty Sw Hyn piwa bom 1701 Mnvy
MO AW TRYY TWYN NNAAX 91awa Trn mawn nanxa

5"3p 1951 1215 Y11 poy nand

5NN AR PTX D DMINIK DKW L,DTR YW ,NIMIR NNT
anawn nxR 535351 v37ab 15 pxa pn nmina yipw nnd
PYNRIA X - NYNw X5 ,nwpaa b nbon 171112 inmwn
nwana 'pron"mxn Sw anm nwba Xin inawn . maoinn
‘DN AMINA MAY MPTnn MYT? 11MAan 100X LXan D
AwaR "pw awn TR ar X ponbnm pranwn 1vn

XY DX "n1na 750 Sw proan Mayd

MO MW AIRNN PAMARA S"PINT n7m1a orn o han RN
WY IX 7w PaIR 1Tnbna yipw Xin TR0 .0TTnnn
DYIX 1D MK WP aTnbn by ora nyw wy paw
ANR W INMYS TS 1K 1M 1Rw TD K TRdW)
ArXD X5 kMManb XS5 ywn annd mwp 1mnbn pRw
WTIP KT WK .0 TAX 11701 1Tnbn R .waTn nnia
X1 MWn Sax LDIX M2 IRKWI KN DIX 12 bax owp

.MNN 13 1A 79N IR5no

nomw a2 n0"anan .0 "anan 12T waab AwsR 1T AROn
117 1WpAW 020 MNAwN 1Oy pAow M by 12T Ham
DWTR WP wIpAN 1nn Sny by rmima 5 nnb 01X

D'7WINI D N2 7w NWION 17w - W TN N



PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

The Anticipation Demarcation
Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznik shlita

One explanation Rashi cites (from Mechilta) for
the word ownm, in the passuk bXIP? "2 Y ownm
o™y yIxm, is that it means “one-fifth,” because only
one-fifth of Klal Yisrael left Mitzrayim, while four-
fifths died during Makkas Choshech.

How can it be that four-fifths of Klal Yisrael became
so corrupted in Mitzrayim that they were punished
with death? Don’t Chazal praise the Yidden
in Mitzrayim for maintaining their language,
distinctive names, and clothing?

Furthermore, why did they die specifically during
Makkas Choshech? The simple explanation is that
this was so that the Mitzriyim, who were shrouded
in darkness, shouldn’t see Klal Yisrael burying their
brethren. But perhaps we can suggest an additional
explanation.

Before we do that, however, let us ask a question
that is posed by the Rishonim: Dasan and Aviram
were the reshaim of Klal Yisrael, and any time
there was trouble being perpetrated, whether in
Mitzrayim or in the Midbar - with the mann, with
Korach’s rebellion - they were front and center.
How can it be that they were included in the one-
fifth who left Mitzrayim, and did not die during
Makkas Choshech?

One explanation is offered by the Maharil Diskin,
who says that Dasan and Aviram were shotrim
in Mitzrayim, and we know that the shotrim
absorbed the blows of the Egyptians in the place
of the Yidden who did the work; instead of hitting
their Jewish brethren, they were beaten by the
Mitzriyim. So Dasan and Aviram suffered their
own pain to prevent other Yidden from suffering.
When a person is nosei bolim chaveiro and feels the
pain of another person, he automatically receives
the zechusim of that person and is included in the
larger community, even if he himself is not worthy:.

Therefore, although Dasan and Aviram personally
were not worthy of leaving Mitzrayim, since a
portion of Klal Yisrael did go out, Dasan and
Aviram, who were hit by the Mitzriyim instead of
hitting others, were automatically included in that

group.

A Personal Krias Yam Suf

The passuk says, oyn 79m5 Tn, implying that
informants went back to Mitzrayim and told
Pharaoh that the Yidden were not planning to

n7wanwio|3

return. Who were the informants? The Maharil
Diskin cites a source thatidentifies these informants
as Dasan and Aviram. According to this approach,
Dasan and Aviram were not at the Yam Suf with
the rest of Bnei Yisrael. They arrived at the Yam Suf
only later, along with the Mitzriyim - and Hashem
split the Yam Suf a second time just for them.

Unbelievable! They missed the boat because
they were busy with the evil act of informing
Pharaoh what the Yidden were doing, but
nevertheless, because they had shared the pain of
the community, they were automatically included
in that community, to the extent that they merited
their own private, VIP Krias Yam Suf.

The Baalei HaTosafos al HaTorah also address the
question of why Dasan and Aviram merited to
leave Mitzrayim, and they give a shocking answer.
Dasan and Aviram did not despair of the geulah;
they were awaiting redemption.

We can infer that the reason four-fifths of Klal
Yisrael died during Makkas Choshech was not
because they were baalei aveirah, but because
they were not awaiting redemption. They were
very comfortable in Mitzrayim; indeed, Chazal
say that many of the Yidden became very rich
during the Makkos. For instance, during Makkas
Dam they profited handsomely by selling water to
the Mitzriyim; during Arov, wherever a Yid was
standing the wild animals would not approach, so
the Mitzriyim would hire Yidden, at a premium
price, to stand near them. Many Yidden had nice
houses and nice living conditions, so when the
time came for Yetzias Mitzrayim, they had no
motivation to leave. They failed to realize that
living in Mitzrayim was not the goal, no matter
how comfortable life there was, so they were not
worthy of geulah.

Dasan and Aviram had a lot of issues, and did a lot
of aveiros, but, for whatever reason, they did want
to leave Mitzrayim and enter Eretz Yisrael. Since
they were metzapim I'yeshuah, and were not settled
and comfortable in Mitzrayim, they were not part
of the four-fifths that died. Rather, they belonged
to the chamushim, which were differentiated from
the other four-fifths by their longing for salvation.

Blinded by Brightness
Returning to the question of why four-fifths of
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Klal Yisrael died, we now understand, based on
the words of the Baalei HaTosafos, that it was not
a punishment for their sins. Rather, it was because
they were comfortable in Mitzrayim, and were not
awaiting redemption. They didn’t realize that their
life in Mitzrayim is not the ultimate purpose; it’s
only the tip ozf the iceberg, the beginning of a great
future, in which we will grow and elevate ourselves
through Kabbalas HaTorah. Anyone who didn’t
want that or need it had no zechus to leave, so they
died in Mitzrayim.

As to the question of why this happened specifically
during Makkas Choshech, the Malbim gives an
incredible explanation in Parashas Bo, following
the opinion of R' Yehudah, cited in the Mechilta,
regarding the source of Makkas Choshech. R
Nechemiah says that the darkness came from
Gehinnom, but R' Yehudah says it was a choshech
shel maalah, meaning that it came from a higher
place in Shamayim, from Gan Eden.

The Malbim explains that according to R' Yehudah,
the darkness was not really darkness; it was
actually a bright light, otherwise known as the ohr
haganuz that Hakadosh Baruch Hu created at the
beginning of Creation and hid away. The Midrash
Tanchuma teaches that He hid it in Torah Shebe’al
Peh, because the world was not worthy of it, and
a flesh-and-blood mortal being would not be able
to cope with a light that bright. During Makkas
Choshech, Hashem brought out that intense light.

When a person is confronted with an extremely
bright light, he is blinded. Similarly, when a
person is confronted with a spiritual light that he
is unworthy of, and he does not possess the tools
to absorb it, he is completely blinded.

The Malbim uses this idea to explain how it was
possible that the Yidden had light when they
entered the homes of the Mitzriyim, who were
enveloped in darkness at the same time to the
extent that they could not move. The Torah says
that onawina 7ix M0 Sx7w? 112 5%, and this means
the very same light that illuminated for the Yidden
blinded the Mitzriyim, who experienced pitch-
black darkness while the Yidden experienced a
light so powerful that they were able to see inside
closets and barrels without opening them.

Can You Handle the Light?

Rabbosai, there’s a lesson we take from here.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is ohr; ruchniyus is ohr. Yet
at times we are blinded by this light. Some people
suffer terribly on Shabbos, and the minute Shabbos
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is over, a half hour or 35 minutes after shkiah,
they’re already plotzing. At times, when davening
takes two minutes longer, people are also plotzing.

We have to think about where this comes from. It’s
not that we have so many more important things
to do; it’s that we're not really living on that level of
Shabbos, of davening, of other spiritual concepts.
A person has to learn how to elevate his Torah
and mitzvos, and adapt himself to the ohr. He
has to realize that Shabbos is a time to connect to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and he has to go deeper into
davening and into Torah and mitzvos. Otherwise,
if a person is not worthy, the ohr of ruchniyus and
Torah blinds them, and when there is a drop more
of that ohr than they can handle, they suffer from
it.

We can now understand why it was specifically
during Makkas Choshech that the differentiation
was made between the one-fifth of Klal Yisrael that
were worthy of redemption and the four-fifths who
were not. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu brought
out this great light, whoever had a connection to
it, and realized that the life they were living was
not the true purpose, no matter how comfortable
they are, and that there is so much more to strive
for — those people had the capacity to receive that
light. But those Yidden who had no connection to
the light died during this makkah, because Makkas
Choshech distinguished between those who were
living life on paper, without any elevation, content
with who they were and what they had, thinking
that as long as they don’t go down, everything is
great.

That’s not what life is about. We’re in galus, we’re
in Olam Hazeh, and we have to be metzapeh
I'veshuah both on a global level and on a personal
level. We see Hakadosh Baruch Hu turning over
the world and bringing tremendous antisemitism
to the world to wake us up and make us realize that
we should not be comfortable no matter where we
are. No matter how good we think we have it in
galus, things can change for the worse, anywhere,
in seconds. We're waiting for Mashiach, for the
geulah, for Hakadosh Baruch Hu to redeem us.
That’s on a global level.

On a personallevel, we all need to elevate ourselves,
elevate our Shabbos, elevate our davening, elevate
all the mitzvos we do, and strive to become bigger
and better people. With that, we should all be
zocheh to yeshuos and nechamos speedily in our
days.
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