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PARSHAPREVIEW

BELOW IS AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEKS' PARSHA PREVIEW WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Kedushah: It’s Within Reach!

Parshas Kedoshim opens with the passuk 73 '7x 12T
ON7X NINKX1 7KW 12 nTY, and Rashi, as explalned
by Sifsei Chachamim, explains what it means that
Moshe was supposed to speak to all of Klal Yisrael.
There's a difference between Parshas Kedoshim
and the rest of the Torah, because although the
entire Torah was taught to all of Klal Yisrael, it was
not imparted to everyone all at once. Rather, it was
taught to various groups at different times. Parshas
Kedoshim, however, was transmitted to the entire
nation as one — men, women, and children were
present.

Why was this parshah given over in a manner of
hakhel? R’ Chiya answers, as cited by Rashi, that
it is N2 117N NN 011 aNw 190, R’ Levi, in the
Midrash, adds that this parshah also contains Aseres
Hadibros; the Midrash points out how each of the
Aseres Hadibros is referenced in this parshah.
In addition, Rashi teaches, at the end of Parshas
Mishpatim, that the Aseres Hadibros contain all
the 613 mitzvos.

R’ Gedaliah Schorr explains that the Aseres Hadibros
are the “avos,” the main principles, while the rest
of the mitzvos are toldos, offshoots. Perhaps that
is why it is said about Parshas Kedoshim that a1n
N2 1"7n NN 'o11. And perhaps the reason that this
parshah, which contains the Aseres Hadibros and
most of the essential principles of the Torah, begins
with 1"nn O'WTj, is to convey that the purpose of
all the mitzvos, and the entire Torah, is to bring us
to the level of 1"nn O'WTy. Indeed, before we do a
mitzvah, we say, 1"N11XN2 JWTP WWK, declaring that
doing mitzvos brings us kedushah.

Yachol Kamoni?!

Regarding the mitzvah of 1"nn 0'wWTj, the Midrash
wonders whether we are meant to be as holy as
Hashem, posing the question, 13113 7137? To dispel
that notion, the passuk goes on to stress, WiTp '3
0J'37X 'n IX — My kedushah is greater than yours.
All the mefarshim ask how we could even entertain
the thought that a mortal human could be as holy
as Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
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R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz explains that we don't realize
how great a Yid really is — a Yid is so great that
yes, there could be a hava amina of a Yid being
as kadosh as Hashem. Now, Chazal’s conclusion
is that oonw1Tpn n7un7 '"nwiTH, but the Torah is
not saying that a Yid is not capable of reaching
great heights of kedushabh; it is merely saying that
as great as a Yid can be, he still cannot reach the
level of Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s kedushah. A Yid
can, however, attain very great levels.

R’ Chaim Shmulevitz adds that since we possess
the potential to reach high levels of kedushah, the
Torah obligates us to get there. This is the mitzvah
of "nn O'WTH.

R’ Yerucham Levovitz says that the nisayon before
Mashiach’s arrival will be that we won't believe that
we have the kochos to withstand the challenges of
Ikvesa d’'Meshicha. Even in our times, confronted
as we are with the challenge of technology, the
Torah is telling us, 1"nn O'WTP — you're able to
be overcome this! And every Yid, of any age and
background, who is misgaber will become kadosh.

R’ Shimon Shkop, in the hakdamah to his sefer
Shaarei Yosher, adds to the question of how it is
possible to think that we are supposed to be as
kadosh as Hashem by pointing out that the Ramban
interprets the mitzvah of 1"nn O'WTp as a command
to separate from taavos and material excess, so as
not to become a Nn11Nn N1w12a 713. Obviously, that is
not a possibility for Hakadosh Baruch Hu, so how
could we even entertain the possibility that o"'wTp
1"nn means that we should be kadosh like Him by
separating from taavos?

R’ Shimon notes that the word kedushah connotes
something designated, as we see in Kiddushin that
a man marries a woman by saying, NWTIpn NX "N
17. Tosafos (ibid. 2b) interprets nwTipn as NTNIN
— set aside and designated. R’ Shimon explains
that a Yid’s purpose is the world is to be similar to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu — 1"J172 nJ37n01, and we do that
by devoting our lives to helping and caring for others.
Every physical act that a person does — eating,
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sleeping, enjoying — should be done, therefore, with
this purpose in mind: to help a fellow Yid. When the
Torah tells us 1"nn O'WTy, it is conveying that we
should separate from taavos in the sense that all
the enjoyment we derive from this world should be
for the purpose of helping another Yid.

Being involved in the taavos of Olam Hazeh for your
own personal pleasure is not 1"nn O'WT{. Rather,
1NN O'WTP means being designated for Hakadosh
Baruch Hu. Just as He is kadosh, meaning that He
does for others, all the taavos and pleasures of Olam
Hazeh should be for one purpose: to help another
Yid. Therefore, says R’ Shimon, there’s a hava amina
of 11113 7137, meaning that a person should take
from Olam Hazeh only for others, taking nothing for
himself. In response to that, the passuk comes to
teach, DJNWITPN N7VUN7 "NWITH, as per the principle
of '"nTp 7'n. Living totally for others and not for
yourself at all is not possible for a human being;
that's something only Hakadosh Baruch Hu can do.

Broadening the “I”

R’ Shimon goes on to ask: If a person is supposed
to think and care for others, but Hashem made a
human being in a way that he loves himself, how
is it possible for him to really care for others? He
has an inherent conflict of interest!

He answers that Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants a Yid
to broaden his “I,” expanding his sense of self to
include not only hIS own physical body and desires,
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but also his wife, his children, and ultimately all of
Klal Yisrael. He adds that just as, with regard to
maaser, Hashem promises, "WynNNw 72wl 1Wy,
meaning that if you're a reliable gabbai tzedakah
and you use your money the way Hakadosh Baruch
Hu wants, He'll give you more money, the same
applies to the mitzvah of 1"nn O'WTy: if a person
designates his kochos to help others, fulfilling nJ7m
1"J173, he'll be zocheh to more siyatta d’ Shmaya
and to continue living a live of kedushah.

Perhaps we can add, based on the idea that o"wTjp
1"nn means helping and caring for another Yid, that
this mitzvah will bring a person to fulfill the mitzvah
of 7in3 V17 nanx1. Maseches Derech Eretz states
(ch. 2), xw13 10 ,77"2N NANXA PAT'7 ANX YON OX
1N2102 (N1 — if you want to truIy love your friend,
be busy helping him and seeking his good. In other
words, caring for another Yid will bring you to love
him. R’ Dessler points out that the root of the word
ahavah is hav, which means giving.

We are now in the period of Sefiras Ha'omer, in which
the talmidim of R’ Akiva — the one who said that
]in3 QU117 nanxlis the N11Na 71711773 — passed on
because they did not accord the proper respect to
one another. This is atime to strengthen ourselves
in the special mitzvos of 1"nn o'Wy of and N1NX1
1in3 qu17, and then we'll all be zocheh to brachah
v'’hatzlachah in all areas.

Gut Shabbos.
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