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Parashas

PARSHAPREVIEW

Acharei Mos/
. Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
Kedoshim which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
fP— o

—

The Most Precious Commodity

——

The Magen Avraham (Hilchos Yom Kippur 621)
cites the Zohar’s statement, in Parashas Acharei
Mos, that anyone who is pained by the deaths
of Aharon’s sons and sheds tears over them, his
sins are forgiven and his children do not die in
his lifetime. The Magen Avraham adds that this is
brought by the Arizal in his Sefer Kavanos as well.

The mefarshim discuss whether this segulah
applies specifically on Yom Kippur, which the
Shelah and the Pri Megadim seem to indicate, or
whether it applies the whole year. Perhaps it is
specifically applicable on Rosh Chodesh Nissan,
which was the eighth day of the Milu’im, and the
date when Nadav and Avihu died? Or maybe the
week of Parashas Acharei Mos is an auspicious
time to feel pain and shed tears over their deaths?

Over the past few weeks, so many families in
Klal Yisrael have lost siblings. It's not for nothing
that time and again, brothers and sisters are taken
away. Someone who feels pain and cries over this
should have his sins forgiven and should not lose
his children during his lifetime. But the main thing
is that there should be increased brotherhood
among us. Hakadosh Baruch Hu is hinting to us
that we should feel that we’re all brothers. That’s
the idea of crying over the deaths of Aharon’s
sons.

Delving deeper into the reason they died,
there’s a contradiction in the pesukim regarding
what exactly their sin was, and there are also
diverging statements in Chazal to this effect.

The Baal Haturim comments, in Parashas
Shemini, regarding the passuk 72801 "7 °3997 W RN

DYVITP MNOINR NVIS (4

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita

anix, that the word anix is spelled malei, with a vay,
alluding to six misdeeds by Nadav and Avinu: (1)
they brought an eish zarah, foreign fire; (2) they
issued a halachic ruling before their rebbi; (3) they
entered the Mishkan after drinking wine; (4) they
did not have children; (5) they sought leadership
positions; and (6) they did not seek guidance.

The Chidah notes that the words 771 wX are
an acronym for five misdeeds: alef stands for wx
171, shin stands for 1 "™Mnw, zayin stands for ¥77 (not
engaging in procreation), reish stands for 27 110
0°%37 (entering the Mishkan without washing their
hands and feet from the kiyor), and hei stands for
027 2192 AR

Other sources point to different misdeeds that
led to the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, but we can
explain that the common denominator among
all of them is that they sought a madreigah that
was beyond them. Already at Mattan Torah, the
passuk says PRI P28 NX XM, and already then
this decree against them was made. According
to some, their deaths were a punishment for
Aharon’s role in cheit ha’eigel, a fulfillment of o%w»
MY7? W, and cheit ha’eigel was also, according
to many mefarshim, essentially a quest for a higher
madreigah.

Entering the Mishkan after drinking wine was
an attempt to attain a lofty madreigah. But their
mistake was failing to realize that 12 777 0°2iv; the
Sfas Emes explainsthat 777 connotesthe command
of Hashem. That’s more important than striving for
a lofty level by entering the Mikdash after drinking
wine. And in the end, that’'s the madreigah that
they attained, as the passuk states, °12 *1@ nin "0x
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KN 170199 aN27R2 1998, The Ohr Hachaim discusses
how the Bnei Aharon did reach such a level.

Similarly, R' Shimshon of Ostropolia teaches
that Moshe Rabbeinu wondered why Nadav and
Avihu had not been taken from this world alive, like
Chanoch and Eliyahu, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu
answered that they were on an even higher level
than Chanoch and Eliyahu. They reached such a
high level of kirvas Hashem that they died; the only
way to attain such a level is through death.

lyov’s Fear
The Midrash applies to the deaths of Nadav
and Avihu the passuk in lyov (2% 7772 n¥tH AR ,(37:1
mipran M. Why was lyov’s heart frightened over
their deaths?

The answer can be found in the following
Gemara (Sanhedrin 52a):

13977 RITARY 27N AT PILAN TR AW 17 020
N MR CRYTARD 27117 MR LIPIR ORI 9O 1NN
N2 WITPA 1R R 2T DR AT 0K IR 1990 0037 1w
M DR 2P 7 ARDIT R

Nadav asked Avihu, “When will these two
elders die, and you and | will lead the generation?”
We might have thought that since it was Nadav
who said this, only he deserved to die. Yet Avihu
was punished as well, because he remained silent
and did not protest. This is the message that
frightened lyov, who remained silent when Bilam
gave his nefarious advice to Pharaoh. Yisro ran
away and was rewarded, but lyov was punished
for his silence. He could have claimed that he
was undeserving of punishment, since he had not
actually done anything, but the fact that both Nadav
and Avihu were punished — even though Avihu
said nothing — conveyed to him that he, too, was
held accountable for remaining silent and failing to
take a stand.

This incident serves as a hakdamah to the
avodah of Yom Kippur and the idea of the Kohen
Gadol entering the Kodesh Hakodashim. The Torah
is stressing that when the Kohen Gadol enters
the Kodesh Hakodashim on Yom Kippur, he must
enter with reverence, and be careful to avoid the
mistakes of Nadav and Avihu.

DYVITP MNOINR NVIA |5

More Precious than Pearls
The following insight is brought down from
R' Shlomo Heiman, citing R' Chaim Ozer, citing R’
Yisrael Salanter.

The Gemara expounds the passuk X7 77>
2 119n (Mishlei 3:15) to mean that the Torah is more
valuable than the Kohen Gadol who went lifnai
V’lifnim. The holiest person in Klal Yisrael was the
Kohen Gadol — that’s the category of adam. Yom
Kippur is the holiest day — that’s the category of
zman. And the Kodesh Hakodashim is the holiest
place — that’s the category of makom. So you have
the holiest person, on the holiest day, entering
the holiest place, and yet nevertheless, the Torah
is more precious. A Yid sitting by his shtender
learning a blatt Gemara surpasses the Kohen Gadol
entering the Kodesh Hakodashim on Yom Kippur.

Why do Chazal have to interpret the word
o rn as a reference to lifnai Vlifnim, instead
of simply reading it to mean pearls? Someone
explained, | think it was R' Shalom Schwadron, that
however valuable a pearl is, no comparison can be
drawn between it and the Torah. They’re simply
not comparable. It must be that 0’1197 represents
something spiritual, and therefore Chazal say that
it refers to the Kohen Gadol entering the Kodesh
Hakodashim. This is the pinnacle of spiritual
achievement, and yet learning Torah is more
valuable than that.

The story continues that someone approached
him and said, “With all due respect, | don’t think you
understand what the value of a pearl or precious
stone can be. Sometimes it’s extremely precious.”

“With all due respect,” he retorted, “l don’t think
you understand the value of a blatt Gemara.”

A Shtick Beis Hamikdash

The Rambam teaches (Hilchos Bias Mikdash
1:3) that just as a kohen may not enter the Beis
Hamikdash in a state of inebriation, a person may
not issue a halachic ruling after imbibing wine. Why
does this halachah appear among the laws related
to the Beis Hamikdash? Doesn’t it belong in Hilchos
Talmud Torah?

We can derive from here that when a person
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is learning Torah, and especially when he is issuing
a horaah, he is a shtick Beis Hamikdash. We already
established that the Torah is more precious than the
Kohen Gadol who goes lifnai v’lifnim, and the Rambam
is hinting that just as a kohen may not enter the Beis
Hamikdash after drinking wine, a person may not
pasken after drinking wine — and the primary reason
is not out of concern that the psak will be incorrect,
but that the state of giving a horaah is a state of Beis
Hamikdash. Just as you can’t enter the Beis Hamikdash
after drinking wine, you can’t give a horaah after
drinking wine.

The Smallest Divergence Matters
On Yom Kippur we bring two se'irim, one for Hashem
and one for azazel. At the outset, these two goats are
identical in age, size, and appearance, yet one goes in
one direction and one goes in the other. They started
off exactly the same, but this small divergence leads to
one being thrown off a cliff and falling to the depths,

while the other becomes sanctified for Hashem.
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This is a profound lesson for us, similar to the lesson
of the matzah we just ate on Pesach. The difference
between chametz and matzah is just a hairsbreadth, as
indicated by the letters of these two words. They both
contain a mem and a tzadi, and the hei of matzah and
the ches of chametz differ only negligibly.

This lesson is echoed in Parashas Shemini, where
the distinction between tamei and tahor in shechitah
is also negligible — the status of a slaughtered animal
depends on whether only half the windpipe and
esophagus was severed or whether the majority of the
two was severed. The difference is a hairsbreadth, but
that tiny difference can have a resounding impact.

This parashah also tells us o372 °0), and we must
realize what the stakes are in every single decision we
make, and at every junction in our avodas Hashem.
Even a small divergence can have a major effect.

We should be zocheh to have clarity, to achieve
kirvas Hashem, and to acquire the Torah, which is 77?
akhghbo}al
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