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PARSHAPREVIEW

Succos
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
—— —/
A Hug from Hashem
f— o —

Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman shlita

While the Yom Tov of Succos is one of the Shalosh Regalim, it's also part
of the Yamim Nora'im: Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Succos.

The Sfas Emes and others explain that just as after cheit ha'eigel —and
the subsequent kapparah and the teshuvah culminating on Yom Kippur with
the second luchos — Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave Klal Yisrael the Mishkan
as an expression of the tikkun of the cheit, similarly, after Yom Kippur, the
Eibishter gives us a place for hashra'as hashechinah, in the form of the succah.

The Mishnah in Taanis says that if it rains on Succos, it's a siman klalah,
and gives the following mashal: 1279 ©2 n1% R2W T2pY M7 92TH INH
119 9 P 19 701, We typically understand this mashal to mean that the
servant is bringing wine to his master, and the master throws the wine at
him. But the Gra explains it differently. Wine, in the times of Chazal, started
with a thick syrup that had to be diluted with water. Wine, which is red,
represents the middas hadin, which we experience on Yom Kippur. Then,
we “dilute” that middas hadin with the water of Succos, which represents
the middas harachamim. In the mashal, the servant comes to pour water
into the wine, but the master throws the water away and doesn't accept
it. What's left, then, is only the thick wine syrup, the middas hadin. What
we need is that the Master should accept the water in order to dilute the
din with rachamim.

After Yom Kippur, we are compared to a baby that's born prematurely,
and needs to be placed in the sterile environment of an incubator. During
(and hopefully eventually after) the corona pandemic, we can understand
all the more that we have to sometimes be in a sterile, cordoned-off area
where we say, “The bad can’t come in here.” And indeed, the first letters
of the words: 77272 'Pn%0 'n x7 form the word o (for this purpose,
Hashem is represented with a hei, not a yud). This signifies that after the
forgiveness of Yom Kippur we enter the sterile, secure environment of the
succah, which is R nnT RO,

On the other hand, we are taught that the whole person can enter the
succah, even with his muddy shoes or boots. Perhaps we can suggest a

mnol3

chiddush, based on Rav Chaim Volozhiner's teaching that when Hashem
instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to remove his shoes at the sneh — 75y YV
7931 Yyn —the “shoe” was an allusion to the guf. A person’s neshamah can
reach the heavens — nnnwn »»n "R — and Moshe Rabbeinu at the
snehwas on a level where Hashem was telling him to separate himself from
his body. Either way, we see that shoe represents the body. Accordingly,
when we say that a person can enter the succah with his shoes or boots,
what we mean is that even the body of the person, with all his 248 limbs,
can go into the succah.

The succah is formed entirely of Names of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The
gematria of n20 is 91, and the two inner letters — vav and chaf — add up
to 26, corresponding to the Shem Havayah, while the two outer letters
— samech and hei — add up to 65, corresponding to the Shem Adnus. All
together, the gematria of N7 includes both, representing the full Name
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

In Hilchos Succah, if the succah meets all the halachic requirements
down to the last detail — in terms of dimensions, s'chach, walls, lavud,
etc.—thenit'sasuccah, a place of kM nnT 89X and protection: it's the
Names of Hashem. But if it diverges even a drop from the requirements
—forinstance, if it's only 9.5 tefachim or a bit more than 20 amos — then
it's nothing more than a hut. The difference between kosher and non-
kosher can be just a hairsbreadth, as we find with many other areas of
halachah, such as chametz and matzah. If there’s a detail missing in the
succah then it's not a succah!

Turning Aveiros into Zechuyos
The passuk in Parashas Haazinu says: jaw? 927 90N23 9270 pIR2 NRYY
Y PYIRI N IMND 122D, and Chazal see this as an allusion to
Succos. On the word 1132107, Rashi comments:

NPNNNA J220) MMA YIIRY DYIT2 D120 1Y DHPNI DI DY
U3 DRYYY N9V 1N
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Apparently, holding the mountain above Klal Yisrael's heads was part
of the maalah of 103317, not a b'dieved. And then Rashi adds, regarding
the word 121 n7N2 DW N2, Accordingly, we can explain thatyn)azo?
refers to the external protection afforded by the succah and the ananei
hakavod, by virtue of our being told —even forcibly —what to do and what
not to do. When a person is told what to do or coerced to do something,
there's usually a reaction of “No, I don't want to listen,” but that's part of
the maalah ofyn32207, which alludes to protection from the outside world.
The word 112, on the other hand, alludes to building our inside world,
through the process of "R7y N2 2WY Y2P NPT RN,

Another passuk that alludes to Succos is: 3R MWK NNR 1HRNY
»pann. The left is a reference to the middas hadin of Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur; indeed, the words *¥ix47 nnmp allude to Rosh Hashanah. But
then we get a hug from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, on Succos: »3panmn .

The sefarim say that just as there are Aseres Yemei Teshuvah
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, there are ten more days
between Yom Kippur and Hoshana Rabbah, which are ten days of
teshuvah mei'‘ahavah. When a person does teshuvah out of love, his
aveiros turn into zechuyos.

This idea is also derived from the Gemara that says (Succah 53a):nwR
NIRIVN M2 HY NRY DVN NN . The word ovn can be read chet
yam, as if to say, “You can go retrieve the sins that you threw into the sea
when you did n®n n2ywn and said Tashlich, because now that you did
nanRn NN, those sins have been transformed into merits.”

After Yom Kippur, we go into the succah as a form of galus. By this
time we have done nkn nN2ywN, through which nu»w pwya nnr, but
we still need galus. If so, however, we should have to stay in the succah
a whole year. Why don’'t we? Because after Succos, once we've made the
switch to nanRn n2ywN, our aveiros become merits: NSt PYYI MNTT,
so we don't need the galus of the succah anymore.

monol 4

Turn Over Your Heart

This switchis alluded to in the dalet minim as well. The esrog is referred
tointhe Torah as: 970 Y 79, the last letters of which spell9x>. The esrog,
then, represents the yetzer hara; indeed, the word »anR is an acronym for:
MR 937 3812 YR. Similarly, the Torah describes the eitz hadaas asTany),
and the Targum renders that as 2913, which is similar to the word »nx.
We take that esrog, the yetzer, and we hold it upside-down. Of course,
the reason is that we shouldn’t perform the mitzvah before making the
berachah, but by turning over the esrog we also show that a person is
supposed to turn over his yetzer and do teshuvah mei‘ahavah.

The esrog represents the heart, and we turn over is the heart and
become a different person, both through turning the heart and through
going into the succah, which is the place of the Shechinah.

The passuk says (Tehillim 63): 2192 77 A2 *wa1 77 nRnY, and, if we put
aside all of our personal tirdos, we have this incredible desire for closeness
to Hashem, especially now, with everything we're going through. On the
words: 192 %7 An3, Rashi comments: 1v1R7 15 PRI Mrn Y. Simply
understood, what Rashi means is that in the rules of dikduk the word nn3,
with the meaning of taavah, doesn't appear anywhere else in Tanach. But
I heard it explained that the actual taavah we have for the Ribbono Shel
Olam is what has no parallel or comparison: 1917 12 PR3, The yearning
we have for a relationship with the Ribbono Shel Olam, the 'n7RY nnxy,
is something that does not exist in any other context.

We should be zocheh to take the days of Succos, of the annnw ynr, with
the dalet minim to truly make this turnover and bring our hearts to nxny
Y1 79 "D 'Y 77 and be totally surrounded by the XmmnynnT RO
and connected to the Ribbono Shel Olam.
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