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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

The Chag of Weeks

Harav Hagaon Ahron David shlita

We are approaching the chag of Shavuos, which is
the very special Yom Tov of Mattan Torah. The Lev
Eliyahu, R" Elyah Lopian, notes that Shavuos literally
means “weeks,” yet this is how we refer to the chagin
our davening. These “weeks” would seem to be just
a preparation for the Yom Tov, so why are we saying,
“Hashem gave us the chag of weeks”?

R' Elyah explains that the name “Shavuos” conveys
a profound lesson: The chag of Shavuos depends on
the preparation that precedes it. If you prepare, then
you receive the shefa of the Yom Tov. But if you just
go on regularly, you’ll have a Yom Tov - it'll be a nice
day, you'll learn all night, you'll eat, you'll be happy -
but you'll be missing the shefa of the chag. That shefa
depends on the hachanah of the preceding weeks.

Hachanah is always a crucial element in our avodah,
but in this case, the hachanah is the chag.

How, then, can we prepare for Shavuos? R' Elyah says
that we do this with the 48 kinyanei Torah.

The Chazon Ish, in his sefer Emunah U’Bitachon (ch. 3),
writes that each of the 48 requires a person to depart
from his natural tendencies, in order to perfect himself
so that he can learn with consistency and devotion.

The Mishnah Berurah (siman 590) offers a fascinating
explanation for why we read Megillas Rus on Shavuos,
based on the Midrash: Rus became a geyores, and
endured a great deal of poverty and suffering in the
process. This teaches us that anyone who wants to
acquire Torah must experience similar oni v’yissurim.

Now, oni v'yissurim are not necessary physical. A
person can have money and food, and whatever he
needs, and still experience yissurim in his quest to
acquire Torah. As we noted, attaining any of the 48
kinyanei Torah is not simple, and requires effort. One
of these kinyanim is Mishnah. Learning mishnayos
may seem simple, but perhaps the kinyan of Mishnah
means learning a perek or masechta of the Mishnah
very, very well. Even mastering a short masechta, such
as Bikkurim, requires immense effort - to go over each
mishnah ten, twenty, thirty times and know it clearly,
to remember every word, maybe even with the Rav.
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The same is true for every one of the other kinyanim.
To be b’simchah, to be sameach b’chelko - that’s takes
immense effort. These efforts are the yissurim.

Let’s say you’re learning Succah now. To learn daf beis,
gimmel, dalet, hei by Shavuos, with the shakla v’'tarya
- that’s a big effort. You have to chazzer the Gemara
ten, twenty, thirty times, say it to a friend, go over every
word of Rashi many times, and make sure you really
know it. Just grasping the simple pshat of the Gemara
requires major effort. This is the oni v'yissurim that are
the prelude to Shavuos.

Hashem should help us that we should not have to
suffer any actual pain, but the repeated chazarah of
the Gemara - again and again and again and again -
should be our form of yissurim.

A Gadol’s Chazarah

R' Elya Baruch Finkel zt”l would relate a remarkable
story that he heard from R' Shmuel Rozovsky. When R’
Shmuel was 16, he learned in Grodno, under R' Shimon
Shkop. R' Chaim Shmuelevitz was 20 at the time, and
he would say shiur, and R' Shmuel was a member of
his shiur. Once, R' Shmuel approached R' Chaim to ask
him a question on a sugya, and he saw that R' Chaim
was learning a Rambam. R' Shmuel stood before him,
but R' Chaim didn’t notice him. R' Chaim learned the
Rambam, while R' Shmuel was standing there, 25 times.

The same Rambam.
R' Shmuel counted.

He didn’t know how many times R' Chaim learned that
Rambam before or after, but just while he was there R'
Chaim reviewed it 25 times.

That is amal haTorah. That is yissurim: to review the
Rambam, or the Mishnah, the Tosafos, the Rashi, the
Ran, the Rashba, whatever you’re learning - again and
again and again. And if you don’t understand, you ask
a friend, a rebbi. That involves bushah, which is also
a form of yissurim.
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Rus also suffered bushah. She had to go collect in the
fields, even though she was a princess, from the family of
Eglon, king of Moav, and that was extremely humiliating.
Then Naomi instructed her to go in middle of the night
to Boaz, the agadol hador, and ask him to marry her.
How embarrassing! But Rus did it. These were the oni
v’yissurim required in order to acquire Torah.

Even mishnah requires a lot of iyun, even just learning
the shakla v’tarya. What is the Rav saying? What does
the mishnah mean? So you’ll ask a friend to explain it,
and he’ll say, “What, you can’t read?” And you’ll answer,
“Yes, | can’t read, help me read it.”

You have to earn Mattan Torah! Once a year, on Shavuos,
the shefa comes down, and it’s a very delicate shefa. In
order to absorb it, you have to be ready for Shavuos.

Choose Your Masechta

There is a famous story in the Menoras Hamaor about a
person who learned Maseches Chagigah his whole life,
over and over again, hundreds of times. When he passed
away, no one was there, but then a woman came and
started wailing and screaming and crying over the loss
of this person. When asked who she was, she replied,
“Iam Chagigah!”

Every person has to choose a masechta and really know
it.

R' Nochum knew all of Torah, but “his” masechta was
Yevamos. R' Chaim Shmuelevitz also knew kol haTorah
kulah, but “his” masechta was Nedarim. For my rebbi, R’
Alpert, it was Bava Metzia. You have to take a masechta
and chazzer it all your life.

Shavuos is the chag of weeks, the chag of hachanah.
In the few days that remain until then, make the effort
to really acquire any one of the 48 kinyanim. Choose
the one that’s easiest for you, whether it’s Mishnah,
or Gemara — going through the shakla v’'tarya of the
daf, or asking chaveirim.

Hashem should help us to truly absorb the shefa
of Shavuos and make our own kinyan. Just as Rus
endured oni vyissurim, we should experience oni
V’yissurim through learning Torah, and Hashem should
enable us to all become gedolei Torah.




