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Parashas PARSHAPREVIEW
Bechukosai Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
—

—

One Passuk, Opposite Messages

——

After the Torah describes the reward and
berachah for those who follow its commandments,
it delineates at length the klalah and punishments
awaiting those who do not.

But the second-to-last passuk of the tochachah
appears to be the opposite of klalah: *n>12 n¥ *n7N
PIRT) DI DFIX "0M12 DR AR PUY 072 DY AX) 2P
7918. This passuk seems to be one of berachah
and nechamah, expressing that even in the
most difficult times, Hakadosh Baruch Hu always
remembers the bris He made with Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov, and He remembers Eretz
Yisrael. But the next passuk continues with the
klalos and punishment, so why do these words of
consolation appear in middle of the tochachah?
Wouldn’t it be more appropriate to conclude the
tochachah with the assurance that even after these
klalos, Hashem will remember His covenant?

The Shelah Hakadosh explains that this
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Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagshal Shlita

is not a passuk of nechamah, but part of the
tochachah. When a person defies Hashem’s
will, he deserves to be punished, but the level
of the punishment will vary depending on the
individual and circumstances. If a person grew
up in an environment in which keeping Torah and
mitzvos was very difficult, or he experienced many
challenges in life, he is still expected to do what’s
right, but if he doesn’t, his transgression is not
as bad as that of a person who was raised in an
atmosphere that was highly conducive to keeping
the Torah but decided to transgress nonetheless.

This idea is perhaps alluded to in the Mishnah’s
statement, in Avos, 112¥m 1°7 102 TNV 70K 0 197 ... YT
What'’s the difference between din and cheshbon?
Din, we can explain, is the objective judgment for
the act that a person did, while cheshbon is the
subjective consideration of the background and
circumstances of the person who performed the
act. Both factors are part of the calculation of the
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punishment that a person deserves if he sins.

When Hashem says that He will remember
the Avos and Eretz Yisrael, He is conveying to us
that we will be punished not only for what we did
wrong, but for who are ancestors were and we were
located. If a person descends from sinners, what
could be expected of him? True, he has bechirah,
and will therefore be punished for his own choices,
but his punishment will not be as bad as that of
someone who has distinguished ancestors and
chose to abandon his roots. Therefore, Hashem
will remember not only what we did, but who
we descend from. If, instead of living up to the
standards of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, we
chose a different path, that magnifies the tochachah
and the resulting klalah.

Similarly, had we been living in a land of
tumah, not in Eretz Yisrael, what could have been
expected of us? But since the klalos are directed
at Klal Yisrael living in Eretz Yisrael, Hashem wiill
remember where we are located: You lived in the
place most conducive to kedushah, yet you chose
the other path? That, too, magnifies the sin and the
punishment.

This, says the Shelah, is why this passuk is part
of the tochachah.

Is It Truly Tochachah?

On the other hand, however, we see that this
passuk is considered a passuk of nechamah. For
one thing, we say it as part of the ten pesukim of
Zichronos in Mussaf of Rosh Hashanah, and we
do not include any pesukim of puraniyos in these
pesukim. If this passuk were part of the tochachah,
we would not recite it when we are seeking
zechusim.

Furthermore, the minhag in Klal Yisrael is that
the baal korei reads the tochachah quickly and in a
low tone, but when he reaches this passuk of *n731
2Py’ N2 NX..., he reads it slowly and in a loud tone,
like the rest of the Torah. For the next passuk, which
is the last passuk of the tochachah, he reverts to
reading quickly, in a low tone. If this passuk would
be considered tochachah, then why would we read
it slowly and loudly?
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Perhaps we can explain that this passuk is
actually both tochachah and nechamah. On one
hand, Hashem’s remembering our roots and
location magnifies the tochachah, but on the other
hand, it conveys the berachah and consolation
behind that tochachah.

We know that when Hashem reprimands and
punishes us, itis not, chas v’'shalom, for the purpose
of soothing His anger. Rather, it is for the purpose
of chinuch. When we do something good, we are
rewarded, and that shows us that we are on the
proper path. When we do something wrong, we
are punished, which shows us that this is not the
proper way, and that we should stop this behavior.

Each of us is a mechanech in some capacity.
A rebbi is mechanech his students, a parent is
mechanech his child, and we are all responsible
to be mechanech ourselves. How is chinuch
performed?

Hashem'’s Chinuch
The Torah provides the paradigm in Parashas
Emor.

Regarding the passuk 1998 12 203050 9% hY
PRV RDY XD W17 0098 n9N), Rashi comments, o017
1P Yy 2173 The Kohanim have a mitzvah to be
mechanech their children not to become tamei.
Why does the Torah choose the mitzvah of tumas
kohanim as the prototype of how to be mechanech?
We have to teach our children to keep Shabbos, to
observe Pesach, and to follow all the other mitzvos
in the Torah as well!

Often, people educate their children by telling
them to stop a particular behavior because itis bad.
But the Torah is teaching us that there is a better
way to be mechanech. Let’s say a Kohen would tell
his son, “Don’t become tamei meis,” and the child
would question why he can’t become tamei while
all his non-Kohen friends can. “If it’'s so bad,” he
might ask, “why are they allowed to do it?”

“Tumas meis is not bad for them,” the father
will answer, “but you are a Kohen, and a Kohen is
special. Therefore, what’s fine for everyone else is
not okay for you.” The father will then explain what
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is the gadlus of a Kohen, and why tumas meis is not
appropriate for such a person.

The Torah uses this as an example of chinuch
because this is really the way we’re supposed to
be mechanech regarding all mitzvos and aveiros.
Focusing on the bad and saying no, no, no might
work at times, but often it won’t speak to the
person you’re being mechanech. Sometimes it
won’'t speak to you either. Instead of speaking
about the negative, then, focus on the positive,
and explain to others, and to yourself, what a Yid is.
“This behavior might not be wrong for others,” you
need to explain, “but for someone of your caliber,
it’'s inappropriate.”

That’s the key to chinuch. The Torah chose
tumas kohanim as the paradigm of chinuch because
there’s no other way to give over that mitzvah but
to frame it in the context of the Kohen’s distinction.

Similarly, Hakadosh Baruch Hu often has to
be mechanech us, and the tochachah is chinuch.
But what is the message of the tochachah? Are
we supposed to conclude that these forbidden
behaviors are bad, bad, bad? Or are we supposed
to conclude that these behaviors might not be so
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bad, but for us Yidden they’re inappropriate?

PIRTY D3IN DA DM DY AR) POYY D2 DY AR) 2P
7918 is conveying to us. On one hand, the fact
that we descend from the Avos Hakedoshim and
are located in Eretz Yisrael does magnify the
criticism against us for sinning despite our roots
and atmosphere. In that respect, it's part of the
tochachah. But in this passuk, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is also conveying to us that when He punishes
us, He does so not because what we did is bad,
bad, bad, but because we are so good: We are the
children of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, living
in Eretz Yisrael, and this behavior does not suit us.
That’s the biggest chizuk! Instead of being broken
and viewing ourselves as failures, we should see
the tochachah as a reflection of our gadlus. That
will encourage us to turn around and make the
necessary changes.

This is the way Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
mechanech us, and this is the way we are expected
to be mechanech our students, our children, and
ourselves.
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