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PARSHAPREVIEW

Succos
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
[ o —
. ’ . .
The Simchah of Z’man Simchaseinu
fP— )

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 3) describes how, le‘'asid lavo, the nations
of the world are going to complain to Hakadosh Baruch Hu that they
also want a chelek in Torah, and the Ribbono Shel Olam is going
to give them the mitzvah of succah. The nations will go and build
their succahs, and then Hakadosh Baruch Hu is going to make it
unbearably hot, and every one of them is going to kick the succah
and leave it. Then, Hashem will laugh at them that they couldn't
handle the mitzvah of succah.

Asks the Gemara: The Yidden will also leave the succah in those
conditions, because the halachah is that n>on y3 Mmoo 2yoxn, one
who is suffering is exempt from the succah. If it's too hot to be in
the succah, why are the nations faulted for leaving? The Gemara
answers that when the Yid leaves the succah because he's qyoxn,
he goes out with a sigh — unlike the gentiles, who kick the succah.
Why does Hashem choose the mitzvah of succah to test the nations
with? Furthermore, why will He choose to make the sun blaze in
order to make it impossible for them to sit in the succah? He could
send mosquitoes, or He could make it rain. And finally, how is the
mitzvah of succah an answer to the nations' request for a chelekin
Kabbalas HaTorah?

Perhaps we can explain this as follows. A succah is made for shade,
as the passuk states (Yeshayah 4:6): bpv Y%y mnn n20). A succah
remains a succah even if it is invaded by mosquitoes, and even if it
rains. But if the succah does not provide shade from the blistering
sun, then it's simply not a succah.

The Ribbono Shel Olam is giving the nations a mitzvah of succah,
and then He is creating a situation in which it is not only that the
nations are 1yoyn, but their succah is not a succah at all. What is the
message He is sending them?

The passuk says in Shir Hashirim:ivya 0an y2 >7i7 12 920 *xya mand
»an7 Pinn 191 maw >apan. The Midrash explains that an apple tree
doesn't really give much shade. When the nations come to the apple
tree and see that it does not provide shade, they run away from it.
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But when Klal Yisrael come to the apple tree, they decide that they
want to stay in the shade of the apple tree.

Does an apple tree give shade or not? If it does, why did the nations
run away? And if it doesn't, why did the Yidden stay?

The answer is that it depends what you consider shade. The nations
are looking for gashmiyus, to fulfill their desires and to do aveiros.
Therefore, when they come to the apple tree they don't see shade. In
contrast, Klal Yisrael understand what this world is about, and that
the goal is to connect to the Ribbono Shel Olam and to ruchniyus,
and they therefore realized that the apple tree does give shade: i7¥a
PV RTAN, the XMnnT XX,

Le‘asid lavo, the nations kick the succah on their way out, because
they don't see that it is providing any shade at all. They don't see the
xmnT 82x. The Yidden, however, understand that ") nman iv¥a
»on% pinn 793, that the shade of the xmynnT X>x is the possibility
to connect to the Ribbono Shel Olam.

There's a beautiful explanation from R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld on
this passuk, naw» *npan i9¥a, which he ties this in to the end of the
Yom Tov of Succos — Simchas Torah.

R' Yosef Chaim notes that the first and last letters of the first and
last pesukim in the Torah spell i»xa. Parashas Bereishis starts with
the passuk: yIxn nx) nwn nx iYX K12 mWiNa, whose first letter is
beis and whose last letter is tzadi. Parashas Vezos Habrachah ends
with the passuk: %2 ry? nun Ny WX im0 Xinn Y57 npinn 0 507
%1, whose first letter is vav and whose last letter is lamed.

R’ Yosef Chaim calculated that the product of beis (2) multiplied
by tzadi(90) is 180, and the product of vav (6) multiplied by lamed
(30) is also 180. The sum of 180 plus 180 is 360, equivalent to the
gematria of Shas (300 + 60), which represents kol haTorah kulah.
Accordingly, *may» >apan ioxa is a reference to kol haTorah kulah,
and it encompasses all of Torah, from the first passuk of Bereishis
to the last passuk of Vezos Habrachah. The idea of i%¥a hints at
Shas, at having a she'ifah to know all of Torah, which brings one to
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a higher level of connection with the Ribbono Shel Olam. And that's
what Succos is about.

Finding Happiness
Under Hashem’s Shade

Succos is also wnnnw yt, and there are various facets to the unique
simchah of Succos. The Maharal writes that each of the Shalosh
Regalim has a theme. The theme of Pesach, the time of Yetzias
Mitzrayim, is emunah in the existence of Hashem. On Shavuos, the
theme is emunah in Torah min hashomayim. The theme of Succos is
the m25n 1y, which symbolized Hashem's hashgachah pratis. So the
simchah of Succos stems from the hashgachah pratis.

When a person is down because he thinks things aren't going the
way they should, and he has tzaros and nisyonos and all kinds of
worries, what can uplift him and give him simchah is the realization
that there's hashgachah pratis. n2¢) *npan i9¥a works on a personal
level for him. If a person really believes in it and works on it, this can
bring him to deep simchabh, for what does he have to worry about?
The Ribbono Shel Olam runs the world! Everything is under control
—not his, the Ribbono Shel Olam's.

We find a similar idea expressed in a different facet of the symbolism
of the Shalosh Regalim. The Tur writes in Hilchos Rosh Chodesh that
Pesach corresponds to Avraham Avinu, who said: niy >y w15, which
were matzos. Shavuos corresponds to Yitzchak, because the shofar
used at Mattan Torah came from the ram of the akeidah. Succos
corresponds to Yaakov, about whom it says: nop nwy 1mpn.

The nixy »wy) va% of Avraham Avinu was an expression of his chessed;
the ram of the akeidah was an expression of the gevurah of Yitzchak.
But what was so significant about Yaakov's building succahs for his
animals?

The Midrash teaches that Yaakov Avinu had 600,000 sheep,
corresponding to the neshamos of Klal Yisrael, and he cared for each
one individually with " hashgachah pratis.” Similarly, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is our shepherd, Who watches over each of us with hashgachah
pratis: Ny NNNY IR DX,

Indeed, a passuk in Shir Hashirim, »pann irnn *Uxy? non >80, gives
this description of the relationship between Hashem and Klal Yisrael.
W nnm 280 refers to Rosh Hashanah, while »pann v refers to
the succah, which is an embrace from Hashem. Hoshana Rabbah,
the day of the aravos — which represent lips — is a neshikah, and
Shemini Atzeres is yichud. This reflects the tremendous connection
and closeness, on a personal level, between every one of us and the
Ribbono Shel Olam. That is what brings the simchah of wnnw yar,
the feeling of knowing that Hashem is taking care of everything.

Leaving the Galus of the Succah

Another aspect of the simchah of Succos is that Succos is the time
of mnxn nawn. After Aseres Yemei Teshuvah and Yom Kippur, we
go into "galus,” into the succah. But then, we leave the "galus.” What
happened? What makes us able to leave this galus?

One explanation is that after Simchas Torah and its Kabbalas HaTorah,
a person can face the challenges of the whole year. We can explain
it another way, however. There are ten days from Rosh Hashanah till
Yom Kippur, which are days of nxrn nawn. The next ten days, the ten
days from Yom Kippur through Hoshana Rabbah, are days of nawn
nanxn. We know that nxvn nawn transforms mn into maw, and
MW require one to go into galus. After we do nanxn n1wn, however,
we can leave the galus, because our m»7v have been transformed
into mo1. That's the gevaldike simchah of Succos — the nanxn nawn.
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This idea is also derived from the Gemara that says (Succah 53a):nwx
maxwn w1 Yw N> oon M1 nn. The word oon can be read chet
yam, as if to say, "You can go retrieve the sins that you threw into the
sea when you did nxrn nwn and said Tashlich, because now that
you did manxn nawn, those sins have been transformed into merits.”
The esrog represents the heart, on one hand, and the yetzer hara,
on the other hand. The final letters of the words pri eitz hadar are
yud, tzadi, reish, which spell 7. Similarly, the passuk describes the
eitz hadaas as mny, which the Targum translates as »m, which is
similar to the word »nx.

The fact that the esrog represents both the heart and the yetzer hara
is no contradiction, because when you do nanxn nawn, even the yetzer
harais transformed into good and is channeled toward fulfilling the
will of Hashem. And we derive gevaldike simchah from that as well.

Finding Happiness
With What We Have

There's also another point that brings great simchah on Succos. The
Vilna Gaon cites a Midrash that asks: How do we know that Avraham
Avinu kept the mitzvah of succah? Because the passuk says: nx 712’'m
922 nip7ar. How does this show that he kept the mitzvah of succah?
The Vilna Gaon explains that Yoa is an acronym for three mentions of
Succos in the Torah: oy, nyaw 12yn nopa starts with a beis, Ny 2
T9D3 12Y: YXJwa starts with a kaf, and "pwin nispa >3 DYTTT WT Wn?
X 2 Ny starts with a lamed. Avraham, who is 523, therefore has
a direct connection to succah.

Furthermore, the gematria of n>o, when the letters are spelled out in
their full form, is 248, which is equivalent to the gematria of Avraham.
Avraham is 522. Similarly, Yaakov Avinu said: %57 ¥, in contrast to
Eisav, who said: 277 v». Yaakov says, "I have everything I need, and
I'm happy,” while Eisav always wants more and more. The concept
of feeling that we have everything we need is central to the message
of Succos, when we leave our yap nr7 for a >x nr7. The feeling of
being happy with what we have is precisely what the simchah of
Succos is all about, connecting to the level of the Avos, who were
bakol, mikol, kol.

The passukin Koheles says: >80 202 22) v Dan 22, and the Bas
Ayin offers this explanation. The letters to the "right” of the letters
lamed and beis (which spell 25) are chaf and alef, which spell x —
which is used in the Torah to limit or reduce. Accordingly,i»» Don 22
means that a wise person is one who wants less and is happy with
what he has. The letters to the "left” of beis and lamed are gimmel
and mem, which spell oy — more. Therefore, 1>8n? 203 2%) means
that a fool wants more and more.

Goinginto the succah is supposed to help us internalize this message
and be b'simchah with what we have. A person has to be completely
enveloped in the succah, however. If someone's body is mostly in the
succah, but his table is inside the house, he's still attached to the house,
and he's not yotzei —nnbw nx M xnw nrw. To fulfill the mitzvah of
succah and attach oneself to the message of the succah, one has to
be completely inside the succah.

The message of Succos is to be b'simchah with what we have, b'simchah
with the Hashem's hashgachah pratis, and b'simchah with manxn nawn.
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PARSHAPREVIEW

Succos
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
o o —_—
Halachos of Succos Part 1
f— ° =

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer Shlit"a

The Mitzvah of Succah

The succah must have two-and-a-half walls in order to be kosher.
There are many different combinations of walls, and the width of
each individual wall and of the general succah will affect the kashrus
of the succah. One should therefore consult with a rav when building
a succah that does not have four clear walls.

The walls must be strong enough ¥ nna my> — they should
remain erect even when there is a normal wind. This means that
the minimum of ten tefachim at the bottom of each wall needs to be
built from a strong material that will remain stationary. However, the
Chazon Ish holds that the "wall” is allowed to move providing that
it doesn't move far enough to lose its its halachic status of being a
mechitzah —i.e., it will not blow away.

Therefore he allows one to build a succah that consists of a metal
frame covered with material.

The Obligation of
Sitting in the Succah

The passuk says: oy ny3¥ 12yn n>ea, which means that if one wants
to eat an achilas keva, more than a k'beitzah of bread, cake, or the like
during Succos, he must eat it in the succah, but he is not obligated to
eat bread or mezonos in the first place. On the first night of Succos,
however, men are obligated to eat in the succah, and therefore to
eat a k'zayis of challah. This halachah is learned from a comparison
to Pesach, where there are 2 mitzvos, firstly a mitzvah of o nyu
n¥n 9o8m, but no obligation to eat matzah every day. Secondly on
the first night of Pesach only, there is an obligatory mitzvah to eat
matzah, as the passuk says: nxn 3)Xm 2ya. Just as Pesach has two
levels of mitzvos — one obligatory and one optional — with regard
to eating matzah, so, too, does Succos have two levels of mitzvos
with regard to eating in the succah.

The Torah explains that the reason for the mitzvah of eating in the
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succah is:yaxn DN XexiNa YXI )2 NX PIYIN NidR2 2 DYIT WT Wn?
oyn — in order that your descendants should know that Hashem
placed Klal Yisrael in ™25 2y in the Midbar. The Mishnah Berurah
writes that since the Torah specified that the mitzvah is wp wn?, part
of the mitzvah is to think, when eating in the succah, about the fact
that Hashem placed Bnei Yisrael in 72> >y in the Midbar.

A woman is not obligated to sit in the succah even on the first
night of Succos, but whenever she does eat there on Succos, she is
performing a mitzvah.

The Brachah of n»oa awhH

One makes the brachah n»oa aw*Y only if he is eating more than a
k'beitzah of bread or mezonos food such as cake, cookies, crackers,
etc. There are those who hold that if one is sitting in the succah for
an extended period of time he should say n»oa 2w even if he is
not eating.

The brachah of n»oa 2w will extend for as long as a person is sitting
in the succah in which he made the brachah. However, if he eats a
meal in which he said n»oa 2w and then bentches and goes to eat
in another succah, he must make another brachah in the next succah.

As mentioned earlier, eating only necessitates a succah if one is
eating a k'beitzah of hamotzior mezonos such as cake, etc. Even so,
many try to be machmirand refrain from eating or drinking anything
outside the succah.

In contrast, sleeping does not have a minimum shiur, and even the
shortest nap requires a succah.

The Mitzvah of Arbaah Minim

The mitzvah d'Oraysa of netilas [ulav for anyone outside the Beis
Hamikdash was only on the first day of Yom Tov, as the passuk says:
1iUx)7 D2 D22 npNR. The mitzvah for each individual around the
world was only on the first day, min haTorah. In the Beis Hamikdash
there was an additional mitzvah d'Oraysato shake lulav all seven days
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of Succos, as derived from the passuk: on; nyav D2 Eox 'n )97 Do,

Nowadays, we have a mitzvah d'rabbanan of netilas lulav on the
other six days of Succos, zecher I'mikdash.

According to most Rishonim, the mitzvah d'Oraysa of seven days,
which is learned from the passuk: oy nyay oo 'n 97 DRnnY,
applies only in the actual Beis Hamikdash, and it therefore cannot
be performed nowadays. However, there are those who say that
according to the Rambam, the definition of n»p%x 'n 197 includes the
entire Old City of Yerushalayim. According to them, even today;, if
one is in the confines of the walls of the original Yerushalayim, there
will be a d'Oraysa obligation of netilas lulav.

Many men in Yerushalayim and Eretz Yisrael practice the hiddur
of going to the Old City on Chol Hamoed during the day, thereby
obligating themselves d'Oraysa to shake lulav there, according to
this interpretation of the Rambam.

It's sufficient for this chumrato be performed in the walls of the Old
City; one does not have to be specifically at the Kosel.

The Ownership
of Arbaah Minim

On the first day of Succos, one is yotzeithe mitzvah of arbaah minim
only if he actually owns the minim, not if he borrowed them, as the
passuk says: 1\Wxn oia 037 oanp. For bnei chutz laaretz who have
two days of Yom Tov, the obligation of owning the arbaah minimalso
applies on Yom Tov Sheini. The other days of Succos, when shaking
lulav is a takanah d'rabbanan zecher I'mikdash, one does not need a
kinyan, because there's no din of nJ7. However, on the first day — or
the first two days for bnei chutz [aaretz— if someone is using someone
else's arbaah minim, he must actually acquire them. In order to do
this, both the original owner and the recipient must have in mind that
when the recipient picks up the arbaah minim to do the mitzvah, he
is also lifting them to effect a yap nwyn, an act of acquisition.

After the recipient makes the brachah and shakes the arbaah minim,
the original owner should then lift them up, to effect another nwyn
13 and thereby reacquire them for himself. If the original owner is
in his own home, he will automatically be koneh the arbaah minim
when the person who used them puts them down with the intention
of relinquishing ownership, because his house will be konehas a yip
axn on his behalf.

Sometimes, the person who owns the arbaah minim does not want
to give them away as a present and rely on the recipient to return
them. Instead, he gives the arbaah minim as a »wmn> mn Sy M, a
gift that is conditional upon its being returned. This is halachically
acceptable; it is an acquisition with a condition attached, and not just
a mere borrowing of arbaah minim. Therefore, the person who uses
these arbaah minimis yotzei. This is the most common way in which
people give arbaah minimto others on the first two days of Yom Tov.

The Procedure
of Netilas Arbaah Minim

Lechatchilah, one should tie the lulav, hadassim, and aravos together.
The minhag is to use a lulav leaf to do so. Some people make a
koishikel, which is a series of loops; others tie an actual knot to hold
the three minimtogether, and some do both of the above. Ideally, the
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hadassim should be a little higher than the aravos.

Before making the brachah one should take the lulav in his right hand,
with the spine facing him, and the hadassim on the right, aravos on
the left. He should then take the esrog and hold it upside down in
his left hand, close to the aravos. Some say there should not even
be any space between them. This applies both to the time of the
main mitzvah of holding the arbaah minim and to the subsequent
shaking. One then proceeds to make the brachos — on the first day
two brachos (al netilas lulav and shehechayanu), on the other days
one brachah. After he says the brachos, he should turn the esrog
right side up, with the pitam at the top, and shake the arbaah minim
three times in all six directions.

There are many minhagim about the order of the directions toward
which to shake the arbaah minim; one is yotzei by following any of
these minhagim. However, the prevalent minhag among those who
daven Nusach Ashkenaz is that one shakes first to the east, and then
continues to his right, toward the south, and then west, north, and
finally up and then down.

When releasing the arbaah minim, one should first put down the
esrog and then the lulav. However, some people have the minhag
to first pick up the esrog and only then the other three minim; these
people will do the reverse at the end, putting down the lulav first
and then putting down the esrog.

On Yom Tov Sheini, one does not say shehecheyanu on the mitzvah
of shaking arbaah minim, even though he does say shehecheyanuthe
night before — during Hadlakas Neiros, for the women, and during
Kiddush, for the men.

Men are not allowed
to eat before netilas Iulav.

A leftie should hold the esrog in his right hand and the lulav in his
left hand with the spine facing toward him. The hadassim should be
on the right, as for everyone else. This means that the esrog will be
next to the hadassim instead of the aravos.

On Shabbos we do not shake lulav, because Chazal made a gezeirah
lest one come to carry them four amos in the reshus harabbim.

Hoshanos

In shul, the mispallelim circle the bimah with arbaah minim as a
zecher of the Beis Hamikdash, where they circled the mizbei'ach.
While encircling the bimah, we say the Hoshanos printed in the
siddur or machzor. This practice generates such great simchah that
an avel during the year of the petirah of a parent is prohibited from
participating in the Hoshanos and going around the bimah.

In some shuls, Hoshanos are done immediately after Hallel, since we
are already holding the arbaah minim. In other shuls, after Hallel the
arbaah minimare put down, to be taken in hand again after Mussaf, for
Hoshanos. The reason for this minhagis that in the Beis Hamikdash
they circled the mizbei'ach after the Korban Mussaf was brought.

Even on Shabbos, when we do not shake the arbaah minim, we still
say Hoshanos in shul, without the arbaah minim.

Hoshana Rabbah

On Hoshana Rabbah we daven for water, parnassah, and geulah. At
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first we hold the arbaah minimand say Hoshanos seven times while
walking around the bimah. Later we hold the aravos by themselves.
The minhag is to take five aravos and tie them together with a lulav
leaf. If one does not have a spare lulav, one should ask a shailah as
to whether he is permitted to take a leaf from his own lulav for the
purpose of tying his aravos.

After saying all the Hoshanos holding the aravos, we bang the aravos
on the floor five times. Although halachically five bangs are sufficient
and one does not have to knock off all the leaves, there are those
who continue banging the aravos on a chair until all of the leaves fall
off. Some people put the used aravos on top of the aron hakodesh;
others keep them at home as a shemirah for themselves. Still others
burn them, either with the baking of the matzos or with the burning
of the chametz. In any case, the aravos should not be discarded like
regular garbage.

On Hoshana Rabbah one should not start dismantling any part of
the succah or its contents until the end of the day; one may only take
down what he needs to use when it is close to evening. After Yom
Tov we may dispose of the s'chach, but because the it was used for
a mitzvah, even after Succos one should take care not to walk on it.

Shemini Atzeres

There is a d'Oraysa obligation to dwell in the succah for seven days,
including Hoshana Rabbah, but Shemini Atzeres is its own separate
Yom Tov, and one is not obligated al pi Torah to dwell in the succah
then. In chutz la'aretz, however, there are 2 opinions about sitting
in the succah. The accepted minhag in litvishe circles is to act on
Shemini Atzeres as if it is a safek of Hoshana Rabbah and also a
safek of Shemini Atzeres, just as with every Yom Tov Sheini, when
a person must conduct himself as if the day is a safek of the Yom
Tov of the previous day. Never the less we do not recite n>oa 2w,
because doing so would be a bizayon to Shemini Atzeres. However
many Chassidim do not eat in the succah on Shemini Atzeres; each
person should follow his minhag.

A Ben Chutz La’aretz Who Comes
to Eretz Yisrael for Succos

Usually, a ben chutz la'aretz who comes to Eretz Yisrael is obligated
to keep Yom Tov exactly the way he would if he were in chutz [a‘aretz.
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Therefore, he keeps two days of Yom Tov at the beginning of Succos
and two days of Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah, just as in chutz
laaretz. This is called, in halachic terms: bwn xyw pn . Because
he comes from chutz la'aretz, where he is obliged to keep two days
of Yom Tov, he does the same even when he comes to Eretz Yisrael.

According to many poskim, however, one exception to the rule is
sitting in the succah on Shemini Atzeres. These poskim— notably, R’
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, among others — maintain that although one
is obligated to sit in the succah on Shemini Atzeres in chutz la‘aretz,
he is not obligated to do so when he is in Eretz Yisrael. The reason
is that sitting in the succah on Shemini Atzeres even in chutz la'aretz
was established by the chachamimas a safek, as evidenced by the fact
that no brachah is recited. This is different from the general takanah
of Yom Tov Sheini in chutz la'aretz, where one makes Kiddush and
recites all the Yom Tov brachos and tefillos on Yom Tov Sheini as well.

R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach's opinion is that because the obligation
of sitting in the succah on Shemini Atzeres was established even in
chutz la'aretzas a safek, it does not apply to a ben chutz la'aretz who
isin Eretz Yisrael for Yom Tov. If one does choose to be machmirand
sitin the succah on Shemini Atzeres even in Eretz Yisrael, one should
do so in an unobtrusive manner, so that the tzibbur does not see him
being %om in their Yom Tov.

Additional Halachos of Shemini
Atzeres and Simchas Torah

If, when saying Shemoneh Esrei, one substitutes the words m>on an
for ann nmxy >rnw, and he realizes his mistake before finishing the
brachah, he should go back to 2% ynm. If he realizes after finishing the
bracha there is a machlokesin the poskim, Rav Moshe zt"l holds that
one does not go back. If he realizes only after he finishes Shemoneh
Esrei, everyone agrees he should not repeat Shemoneh Esrei.
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