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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

An Open Ear to All Tefillos

Harav Hagaon Shmuel Friedman shlita

After the machlokes that Korach and the 250 roshei
sanhedra’os fomented against Moshe Rabbeinu, Korach
and his followers went and offered ketores. Moshe, the
Torah tells us, was very upset, and he begged Hashem not
to accept their offering: |92 7 'N 7X QNI TXD NYN7 011
DNNIN 7X. Rashi explains that Moshe was pleading with
Hashem not to accept their ketores, or their share in the
communal korban tamid. The Ramban adds that Moshe
was asking Hashem not to accept their tefillos.

Itis hard to understand why Moshe would be concerned
that the Ribbono Shel Olam would heed the prayers of
these resha’im and accept their offerings, when they had
just mocked Moshe Rabbeinu and challenged the kehunah.
Why should Moshe have had to beg Hashem not to listen
to their tefillos?

The Ohr Hachaim explains that every person has some
mitzvos and maasim tovim that serve as a zechus for him,
and the Ribbono Shel Olam does not withhold reward from
anyone for his good deeds, even if he is wicked, as the
passuk says, 71V |'NI NMDX 7{. This, says the Ohr Hachaim,
is why Moshe was worried that Hashem would accept the
tefillos of Korach and his followers; perhaps they have
some mitzvah or zechus for which they would merit to
have their tefillos answered. Therefore, he davened that
Hashem should not turn to their offering.

The Sefer Halkarim (Maamar 4 ch. 16), on the other hand,
says that Hashem listens to a person'’s tefillos even if he
does not have any special merits. He notes that even though
most people believe that Hashem is the One Who controls
everything, they do not believe that He can help them,
because they feel that they are not worthy of having their
tefillos accepted by Him. This, stresses the Ikarim, is a
mistake, because Hashem'’s acceptance of our prayers is
not a function of good deeds, as the passuk states (Daniel
9:18), 'NN1 7Y 12 19741 1IN0A D790 1ININ NPT 7Y X7
D0'210. Thatis why Hashem heeds the prayer of even a rasha,
as was the case with the wicked King Menashe.

Thisidea, that tefillah alone has the power to earn Hashem’s
mercy, is also reflected in the Gemara’s statement that
when the Kohen Gadol would emerge from the Kodesh
Hakodashim on Yom Kippur, he would recite a short prayer,
in which he would daven for rain, and for national peace,
and that Klal Yisrael should not be financially dependent
on one another. He would then conclude by beseeching
Hashem not to heed the prayers of the travelers. With this,
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he was referring to a traveler who is unprepared for rain,
and has no umbrella or boots, and is afraid to be stuck in
a downpour, so he davens, “Please, Ribbono Shel Olam,
hold off the rain for a couple of hours so | can get home.”

At this highly auspicious moment, right after the Kohen
Gadol exits the Kodesh Hakodashim, he has to daven that
Hashem should not listen to the tefillah of such a person?
Clearly, this individual is not the greatest tzaddik, as he is
thinking only about himself, not about the public. Yet his
tefillah seems to carry greater power than all the thousands
upon thousands of tefillos of Klal Yisrael who are davening
for rain!

No Merit, No Problem

In asimilarvein, Chazal, in Makkos, teach that the mother of
the Kohen Gadol would provide for the needs of a rotzei’ach
b’shogeg in the ir miklat, because the halachah is that the
rotzei’ach b’shogeg can leave the ir miklat only after the
death of the Kohen Gadol, and the mother of the Kohen
Gadol wanted to prevent him from davening that her son
should die.

Now, we are talking about someone who murdered, albeit
inadvertently, and might entertain thoughts of the Kohen
Gadol dying so he can go free. How could the tefillah of
such a person possibly affect the Kohen Gadol, Hashem’s
designated servant? True, the Gemara says that the Kohanim
are held responsible for the murder, but even so, how could
the tefillah of a rotzei’ach b’shogeg be powerful enough to
cause the Kohen Gadol’s death?

The answer liesin an insight of Rabbeinu Bachaye in Parshas
Shemos, regarding the words 1pyTI NTAYN D 7K1 121NN
NTAYD D DN7XND 78 DRYIY 7VN1. He explains that although
the Yidden were not worthy of redemption, because they
cried out to Hashem in their distress, Hashem redeemed
them. He adds that the phrase nTayin |n is mentioned twice
in this passuk to emphasize that when a person davens
out of desperation and distress, his tefillah is the one most
readily accepted by Hashem:

NIXD NN 770N0D XINW NNIND NN7W DTN 7Y 1N70N |'NY
702N 197 N71IVN NN N7 N1 NAY L TNITL.

In Hashem’s eyes, the most complete tefillah is one that a
person davens from the depth of his heart due to a hardship
heis experiencing. Even though Klal Yisrael were crying out
to the Ribbono Shel Olam about their backbreaking labor,

DI7WN D N 7Y NN 71w - waTn N



seg.-,—,,-,w;s

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

and not necessarily because they yearned for the geulah,
just the fact that they were davening from the depth of their
heart was reason enough for Hashem to listen to them.

Similarly, the Sforno wonders why the Torah recounts that
Lavan blessed his daughters before they left to Eretz Yisrael.
Why would the Torah attach significance to the berachah of
arasha? He answers that when a father blesses his children,
he does so from the depth of his heart, and therefore, even
if the father is a total rasha, the blessing will be fulfilled.

The same concept is reflected in Hashem’s acceptance of
Yishmael’s prayer when he was ill and cast aside, as the
passuk says, 1N 7ij7 NN D'J7X VYl Rashi comments that
from here we learn that the prayer of the sick person himself
is more powerful than the prayers of others on his behalf.
The Gur Aryeh explains that when a person is in a tzarah
and doesn’t see a way out, and he davens to the Ribbono
Shel Olam, his prayers comes from the depth of his heart,
and such a tefillah is accepted.

This explains why Moshe was concerned that the tefillos
of wicked people like Korach and his followers would be
accepted. As the Sefer Halkarim teaches, Hashem listens to
prayers not because the person is worthy, but because of
His great mercy. And as the above mefarshim explain, when
a person davens from the depth of his heart, that itself is a
reason for the Ribbono Shel Olam to listen to his tefillah.

Top - Tier Tefillos

A bit later in the parshah, Hashem tells Moshe and Aharon,
VYI12 DNNN7IXINNTD NTYN AIAN17T2a0 - “Separate yourselves
from these people because I'm going to kill out all of Klal
Yisrael in a plague.” In response, Moshe and Aharon fell on
their faces and pleaded, TRN YIND WA 727 N0 WT7X 77
QXPN NTYA 72 7V KON

Whatis the meaning of the unusual phrase 727 NN 177x 7

1Y2? Rashi explains, simply, that it means that the Ribbono
Shel Olam knows the thoughts of each individual, so He can
identify who'is truly guilty and punish accordingly. The Ohr
Hachaim offers a different explanation, however. Moshe
Rabbeinu, he says, was trying to appease the Ribbono Shel
Olam and convince Him not to wipe out Klal Yisrael.

Now, there are three levels of praise that are pleasing to the
Ribbono Shel Olam. The lowest level is the praise uttered
by the malachim and Heavenly legions, the next level is the
praise given to Him by the souls of tzaddikim who either
have not yet been sent down to this world or have already
completed theirstintin this world and returned to the Olam
Ha'Emes, and the highest levelis the praise sung by the souls
that are currently in this world, inside corporeal bodies that
block them from recognizing Hashem - yet they overcome
that barrier and exert themselves to love Him and praise
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Him nonetheless. This, says the Ohr Hachaim, is the form
of praise that Hashem desires the most.

This idea is reflected in the words T2 727 NN 'J7X 7i7.
A human being, whose physicality prevents him from
recognizing the Ribbono Shel Olam, and who nevertheless
struggles to praise Him, is the one whose praise is the most
precious to Him.

In davening that Hashem spare Klal Yisrael, Moshe Rabbeinu
was arguing, “Ribbono Shel Olam, You want to wipe out
these great people whose words of prayer are so meaningful
to You?”

This beautiful insight of the Ohr Hachaim illuminates
another facet of the power of every person’s tefillah. No
matter what situation a person is in and what his spiritual
level is, the Ribbono Shel Olam wants to hear from him;
He wants to hear his hallel v’hodaah and his prayers.

Right now, Klal Yisrael is in dire need of tefillos. Our situation
today is reminiscent of Klal Yisrael standing before the Yam
Suf, whose situation the Midrash metaphorically describes
as similar to that of a pigeon who entered a crack in a
rock only to encounter a venomous snake, while behind
her hovered a predatory bird. Caught between the two
predators, she cried out. The Midrash explains that when
Klal Yisrael were caught between the Mitzriyim and the
Yam Suf, Hashem applied to them the passuk, NX 1'XN
717 DN vymvin N0, reflecting His powerful desire to
hear their voice in prayer. To the Ribbono Shel Olam, Klal
Yisrael’s outcry at this time was exceedingly beautiful.

We, too, are surrounded by enemies, with korbanos falling
incessantly, and at the same time, efforts to stop our limud
haTorah are gaining strength. We need every person’s
tefillah!

Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer teaches that the reason for the name
Yishmael is: Nnn DYN NPIND VIDY'7 XIN N2 WITPN TNVY
DD NNND DNY7 'WIV 78UNYH1aY. There’s going to come a
time when the descendants of Yishmael will cause terrible
tzaros for Klal Yisrael, and the way for Klal Yisrael to prevail
is through their outcry to Hashem: yishma Keil. So crying
out to Hashem is the order of the day.

A person shouldn’t think, “Who am 1? What are my tefillos
worth?” As the Ohr Hachaim teaches, the tefillah of any
person, in any situation, is valuable and potent. That is
certainly the case if the tefillah comes from the depth of a
person’s heart, and if he puts some thought into the needs
of the people he is davening for.

As Rabbeinu Bachaye concludes, the future redemption, too,
depends on teshuvah and tefillah. May it happen speedily!
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