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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

The Merit that Brings the Shechinah

Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer shlita

In this parshah we find the nesi’im bringing their korbanos
for the chanukas hamizbei’ach, and this, the Ramban says,
became a mitzvah for all generations: whenever there's a
Beis Hamikdash and mizbei’ach - in the Mishkan, the first
and second Beis Hamikdash, and eventually in the times of
Mashiach - there is a mitzvah to bring korbanos in order to
draw kedushah and the Shechinah into the Beis Hamikdash.

The people charged with bringing these inaugural korbanos
were the nesi’im, as the passuk relates: 'WX 7X@ 'R 121
NLPND 'N'WI DN DNIAN N2, Rashi explains that these nesi’im
were the very same individuals who had served as shotrim
in Mitzrayim, Jewish slave masters, and they had protected
their brethren and absorbed the blows of the Mitzriyim in
their stead, as the passuk states, 7xw! 112 LY 121

Because these shotrim took the flak from the Egyptians in order
to deflect some of the pressure from their Jewish brothers
and sisters, they were chosen to be the nesi’im in the Midbar,
offer the korbanos during the Mishkan’s inauguration, and
draw down the hashra’as haShechinah, creating a precedent
of chanukas hamizbei’ach for all generations.

Furthermore, as Rashi notes in Parshas Behaaloscha, when
Hashem created a body called the Sanhedrin to judge Klal
Yisrael and bring Torah to them, the initial members of that
body were drawn from the shotrim who had been hit in
Mitzrayim.

We see that when Hakadosh Baruch Hu was looking for people
to fill leadership positions, He looked for those who were
willing to absorb blows to ease the plight of their brothers
and sisters. The people chosen were individuals who were
nosei b’ol im chaveiro, who felt the pain of others and took
action to protect them.

The Mother of Royalty

The Midrash wonders what was the purpose of writing Megillas
Rus, which we read on Shavuos, considering that it does not
teach us any halachos. And the answer is that Megillas Rus
teaches us about the incredible reward that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu grants to those who are gomel chessed. Rus came from
a non-Jewish background, yet she rose to become the eim
hamalchus, as she is described in Navi. She is the mother of
all of Malchus Beis Dovid, including Dovid Hamelech, Shlomo
Hamelech, and Mashiach.

Why was she chosen for this incredible position in Klal Yisrael?

When Boaz greets Rus, he says, NX N'WY WX 7217 Tan Tan
Qninn - I was told about everything you did for your mother-
in-law. Rus could have left her mother-in-law and had a good
life, eitherin Moav orin Eretz Yisrael, but she was sensitive to
her mother-in-law's predicament and gave her own life and
her future - or so it seemed - in order to look after her. She
was willing to go crouching in the fields, collecting a little bit
of leket, to bring food to her mother-in-law and take care of
her. And for that, she was elevated by Hakadosh Baruch Hu
to become the mother of royalty.

NwINWIO 4

Boaz blessed her, - 717y9 'n D7¢' 'N DYN NR7Y JN12WD N0
Hakadosh Baruch Hu should pay you back for your chessed
with a wonderful shidduch, and your reward should be
complete. The Yalkut notes that the unusual expression 'inm
NN7¥ 1N12wn is a play on words, as the word np7v¥ can be
read as “Shlomo,” hinting that Rus would merit to have a
great-great-grandson named Shlomo Hamelech, in the zechus
of her devotion to her mother-in-law.

When Shlomo Hamelech fashioned his beautiful and
remarkable throne, he also created a throne for the mother
of royalty, as the passuk states (I Melachim 2:19), XD2 DI
7P OX7. The Gemara (Bava Basra 91b) explains that this
throne was for his great-great-grandmother, Rus. Not only did
Rus merit to have Shlomo Hamelech descend from her, but
she even merited to live a long life and see the nachas of her
great-great-grandson sitting on the throne. Thiswas all in the
zechus of the chessed that she did with her mother-in-law.

Boaz also tells Rus, N7 nX N21N2', and the Torah Shleimah
says, in the name of Midrash Hagadol, that when her great-
great-grandson, Shlomo Hamelech, expressed himself with
the words N172 7V N7y ANl (Mishlei 31:29), he was referring
to Rus, to whom Boaz said n7 Ax N2 Why did she merit
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu elevated her n)73 7y n'7y nx| -?
Because, as Boaz continued, |IUX0 |0 [INOND 7TDN N2ALWN.
Not only did she take care of her mother-in-law, but she was
prepared to act on behalf of her deceased husband as well.

Boaz continues and says, - AN 7'N NYX 1D 1Y 1YY 73 Vit all
the Yidden know you are an eishes chayil. This title is reserved
forthose who are worthy of royalty and leadership, because
of how they care for others.

The Midrash Lekach Tov points out that another person in
Megillas Rus is described with the title chayil, and that is Boaz
himself, as the passuk states, 7'0 123 YN AYINT YTID "MYI7I.
Boaz was a leader in Klal Yisrael, who dedicated his life, his
time, and his resources to care for Klal Yisrael. So Rus, who
is described as an eishes chayil by virtue of her chessed, was
worthy of a shidduch with a leader of Klal Yisrael who is an
-'7'n 123 YN and from them came Dovid Hamelech, who is
also described as a 7'n 1ia) (I Shmuel 16:18). Dovid’s entire
life was one saga of giving up for the sake of others and caring
for the entire Klal Yisrael.

Singing and Dancing on Yom Kippur?

We say each day, when we put on our tefillin, the passuk
(Hoshea 2:21) n7iv7 '7 3wan, | will betroth you forever.
Hashem declares that when the geulah comes, it will not be
like the time of the first and second Batei Hamikdash, which
lasted only 410 and 420 years, respectively, but this time our
bond will be eternal. The passuk continues, PTX2 "7 3NN
DN TDNA LOYWNII. Rashi explains that this refers not to
the chessed and rachamim of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, but to
the chessed and rachamim that we display. Moshiach will
come because we display chessed and rachamim to other
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Yidden - taking care of them, feeling for them, understanding
their plight, and making effort to protect them. Indeed, Midrash
Tanchuma states in Parshas Nitzavim, that Moshiach will come
only when Klal Yisrael look after one another; this is what
brings the geulah.

Tefillah works this way as well: Those who make the effort to
be nosei b’ol and do chessed for others will have their tefillos
answered.

The Magen Avraham cites the Arizal’s teaching that before we
daven each morning, we should undertake the mitzvah of nanni
7in2 QY1 7. This resolve should not be just in our hearts and
minds, but should involve something concrete and positive.
In that merit, our tefillos will be answered.

In year 5730/1969, when the Beis Yisrael was the Rebbe of
Ger, an arrangement was made for the bachurim learning
in a Gerrer yeshiva outside Yerushalayim to stay in a school
on Rechov Yaffo so they could spend Shabbos and Yom Tov
with the Rebbe.

On Yom Kippur night, after Kol Nidrei, Maariv, and Shir Hayichud,
the bachurim were heading from the Gerrer beis midrash to
the school where they were sleeping, and as they walked down
Rechov Yaffo, they met a group of boys who, nebach, didn’t
understand what Yiddishkeit is all about. But the one thing
these lads knew was that there’s Yom Kippur, and on this day
we gain a kapparah, and we don’t eat or do melachah.

When they saw the group of Gerrer bachurim, they approached
them and said, "It's Yom Kippur tonight. Maybe we should all
dance and sing a song together - Dah-veed, melech Yisrael,
chai, chai v’kayam.”

And of course - | would have reacted the same way - the
bachurim responded, “It’s the night of Yom Kippur, the holiest
night of the year, and this is out of place.” They turned their
backs and headed to the school to sleep, so they should have
strength to daven the next day.

Motzaei Yom Kippur, the Rebbe called in one of these bachurim
-who later related this story publicly - and asked him, “What
happened last night?” The Beis Yisrael had his finger on the
pulse, and he knew exactly what was happening with all of
his chassidim.

When he heard what had happened, he responded, “Naar

vust du bist! You fool! The Ribbono Shel Olam gave you
an opportunity! This is what Yom Kippur means to these
kids. You could have been mechazek these boys, you could
have identified with them and given them some inspiration
and encouragement on Leil Yom Kippur. Imagine how your
tefillos would have been answered today when you davened
after coming from doing something for a fellow Yid on Yom
Kippur night.”

This is the greatness reflected in the words nbpn 'N'w1 DN
- those people who felt and understood the plight of other
Jews, they were the ones who became the nesi’im. They
brought korbanos, and they drew kedushah and hashraas
haShechinah into the Mishkan, the Beis Hamikdash, and
ultimately, as the Ramban says, to the future Beis Hamikdash
in the days of Mashiach, when we will have the same mitzvah
of chanukas hamizbeiach.

May we be zocheh to see, speedily in our days, the fulfillment
of BN TONU LOWD PTXA 17 PAWINI D7IVT 17 JAWINL.




