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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Looking Inward, Not Outward

Harav Hagaon Peretz Tarshish Shlita

In this week's parshah we have the berachos of
Bilam, which Chazal considered including in our
davening. That's a very honorable mention for
Bilam, that his berachos are worthy of inclusion in
the seder hatefillah. In the end, Chazal decided not
to include them, out of concern for tircha
d’tzibbura, but one berachah remains in our
tefillah: 2py 97 nxa2'vL N D. It would seem, then that
this berachah is unique, and that it reflects the
defining virtue of Klal Yisrael, which Bilam
highlighted and which we want to emphasize by
including it in our tefillos.

In addition, Chazal tell us that in the end, none of
Bilam’s berachos were fulfilled, because Klal
Yisrael were chotei and we lost the berachos.
The only exception was 2y y' "7 X 12 L N D,
which refers to the batei knessiyos and batei
midrashos.Thi3 seems puzzling. What is unique
about the berachah of Ap v /7 v NN

The Gemara (Bava Basra 60a) relates that when
Bilam saw Klal Yisrael encamped according to its

shevatim - 7 PW7 X, A XN Y AND Y 72NN

'L 1 V- he was impressed that their doors did not
face one another, and he said, “These are worthy
of having the Shechinah dwell upon them.”

From here we derive the concept of hezek re’iyah,
which is relevant to this day: Don't look into your
neighbor’s house to see what's going on there. Be
considerate of your neighbor. Create a safeguard to
ensure that you do not see into your neighbor’s house.

We Have Many Qualities!

Now, it is indeed admirable that Yidden do not
look into one another’s houses, but Klal Yisrael has
many other laudable characteristics, as Bilam
himself goes on to list. For instance, he says, D' D
27 Y1 9 vy ) and Rashi explains that this is a
reference to the mitzvos Klal Yisrael does with
afar, such as ashes of the parah adumah, which
reflects the kedushah and taharah of Klal Yisrael. A
non-Jew has no connection to the concept of
tumas meis, and certainly not to the taharah from
it. So this reflects a major spiritual advantage of
Klal Yisrael. Another mitzvah done with afar is the
sotah procedure, which highlights Klal

P72nw0 |4

Yisrael faithfulness; there is no immorality among
them.

Another praise Bilam uttered is '"IX2I DIP7! X'272 DY |0
NwIN, which Rashiinterprets to mean that Klal Yisrael
rises like a lion to “chap arein” mitzvos: wearing tzitzis,
reciting Krias Shema, laying tefillin. They won’t go to
sleep at night until they say Krias Shema, and that
protects them from all the mazikin, so they’re able
to sleep without any worries.

Allthese maalos of Klal Yisrael are non-existent among
non-Jews. Yet for some reason, none of these praises
are considered for inclusion in our davening. Only
mah tovu, the description of how Klal Yisrael make a
point of not looking what’s going on in their neighbor’s
home, was singled out for possible inclusion. What
is so unique about this virtue of Klal Yisrael?

The Maharal (Netzach Yisrael 59) cites a Midrash that
states, regarding the passuk 2ipy! '7nN MY QYW 1IN
(Yirmiyahu 30:18):

70N NIAY QW 1IN NN DD 10N 12 7KDY DX
DNIN PNIRDWNIAFY 7N NN XD 20D N PNXTTONNAN
7NN TNIDWND APV P7ON 121D DD KDL

The passuk does not use the phrase “the tents of
Avraham” or “the tents of Yitzchak,” but describes
only “the tents of Yaakov.” Clearly, this reflects some
unique attribute of Yaakov, who is also described
as D'7NN QY DR WIN. Why is Yaakov so inextricably
linked with “tents”?

The Tents of Yaakov

The Maharal teaches that Yaakov possessed the
maalah of pnimiyus. His essence belonged not to the
outside world, but to his own inner, spiritual world,
where he maintained a connection to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu. Avraham Avinu had his avodah - his tent
was open from all four sides, and Yitzchak had his
own avodah as well. Yaakov’s avodah was unique
as well, and was reflected in the fact that his tent
was closed.

We know he’s there, in the tent, but he’s inside. He’s
learning Torah not as an ish sadeh, who people see
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shteiging away, and who’s the subject of a write-up in
the paper. He’s learning because there’s an Eibishter
in the world, because this is the emes.

How is a person zocheh to be from the yoshvei ohalim?

The Gemara teaches (Berachos 28) that in the time
of Rabban Gamliel, there was a guard posted at the
door of the beis midrash to prevent unauthorized
people from entering. When we think of a guard, we
think of someone who looks like a weightlifter or
bodybuilder, and is strong enough to kick you out if
you don’t belong. But this guard was unique: He was
able to distinguish between those who were tocho
k’baro and those who were not. If you wanted to learn
in the beis midrash of Rabban Gamliel, you couldn’t
be learning for any external reasons. It all had to be
coming from your pnimiyus, and your chitzonius had
to match your pnimiyus.

When the Torah says that Yaakov Avinu was an ish
tam, it means that there was no difference between
his exterior and his interior. Therefore, his essence
was that he was yoshev ohalim. His avodas Hashem
was not dependent on the acknowledgment of others.

Can You Be Like Yaakov Avinu?

How does a person prepare himself to merit a life
of Torah? The answer is 2py! 3'7nNX 12 NN, that our
doors don’t face one another. Klal Yisrael’s essence is
dependent on one thing: How does Hakadosh Baruch
Hu look at me? My house is not open to anyone for
approval. Sure, my house is open for hachnassas
orchim, but not to flaunt my avodah, and not so that
others can see what | am doing.

When you live with the Ribbono Shel Olam, because
that’s what’s important to you, then He comes to
live with you. And Bilam sees that the source of the
Shechinah’s presence among Klal Yisrael is that they
live with the Ribbono Shel Olam.

True, Klal Yisrael has many other tremendous maalos:
They have tzitzis, Krias Shema, tzitzis, the parah
adumah, the earth of the sotah, and many more
mitzvos. Bilam says, “I can also do mitzvos!” He even
brings korbanos. But living with the Ribbono Shel
Olam? Bilam has no connection to that.

This is what amazes him about Klal Yisrael when he
sees the Yidden encamped according to their shevatim.

P72nw19|5

The Ohr Hachaim teaches that the phrase 1L2av7 | DY
means that each shevet recognizes its own unique
maalah and is not looking to copy anyone else’s
maalah, but is focused on its own avodah. Bilam
sees thatKlalYisraelis living in a world of pnimiyus,
and the Shechinah therefore dwells among them.
That’s our zechus, because our houses look that way.

Today, Rachmana litzlan, we live in a world where
everything we do has to be posted publicly. If we’re
eating out, everyone has to know about it. That’s not
APy P7oNIab np! That’s Bilam’s lifestyle, not Klal
Yisrael’s. Our maalah, the essence of Klal Yisrael, is
our inward focus, and that remains forever.

We should all be zocheh to the hashraas haShechinah
of Apy! P7NNA2L NN.
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