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Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15 PM

Parashas Behaaloscha
Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant shlita

At the end of this week's parshah, the Torah tells us
about Miriam and Aharon’s speaking about Moshe,
and then adds, 119 7Y TWWX DTXD 720 TND QY NN WINDI
NNTND. This seems like a strange place to tell us about
Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah, as we will explain.

We know Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah was the catalyst
for all the lofty levels he attained. Chazal say that all
the nevi’im experienced their prophecy through an
NOIND NN NN7P9DN, while Moshe Rabbeinu saw his
nevuah through an N1'XPN NN79DN, a clear glass. The
sefarim explain that since was so humble, he did not
take up any place, so there was nothing blocking the
nevuah from coming through.

Moshe’s anavah was also the reason he merited to be
the one who received the Torah. Interestingly, R' Chaim
Volozhiner, in Ruach Chaim at the beginning of Avos,
discusses this middah of Moshe Rabbeinu and observes,
shockingly, that if there would be any other person who
would achieve the level of anavah that Moshe Rabbeinu
did, he would also be mekabel the Torah.

In other words, when a person doesn’t have a “zich” —
in a healthy way, obviously — and is not wrapped up in
himself or hold of himself, then he becomes a worthy
receptable to be mekabel from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

The Maharal (Tiferes Yisrael ch. 23) also explains that
the reason Moshe Rabbeinu was the one who received
the Torah was that he completely negated himself to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, through his anavah.

The Meshech Chochmabh, in Parashas Shemos, also says
that anavah means that a person is not wrapped up in
himself, and the reason Moshe Rabbeinu was the anav
mikol adam was that he was never meisiach daas from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu — because the moment a person’s
attention wanders from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, he naturally
becomes wrapped up in himself. Moshe Rabbeinu’s
anavah meant that he understood that everything he
has is not him; it's only from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
Since he was never meisiach daas from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, he was able to be mekabel the Torah.

N7V NwIo |4

Anavah, by the way, doesn't mean I’m a nebach, or
| don’t have koach. The passuk says (Devarim 8:18),
70 NIWY7 0D 77 00 NN D PPFT7N N NN AT A person
is allowed to feel that he has 7'n Niby7 N3 — he has
talents, and he’s able to succeed — but he has to know
that it comes from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Gaavah is not
a function of bein adam l'chaveiro; it means forgetting
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The more of an anav a person is,
and the less wrapped up heis in himself, the less heis
meisiach daas from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

We now have three sources that teach that Moshe
Rabbeinu’s anavah was the reason he was mekabel
the Torah: R' Chaim Volozhiner, the Maharal, and the
Meshech Chochmah.

If so, it would seem that the appropriate place for the
Torah to reveal to us that Moshe was the ultimate anav
would be in the context of Mattan Torah — not in the
context of the incident in which Miriam and Aharon spoke
against him and Miriam was stricken with tzaraas. Why,
there, does the Torah suddenly inform of us Moshe’s
anavah?

The answer lies in the following statement of the
Rambam, at the end of Hilchos Tumas Tzaraas (ch.
16), where he discusses the prohibition of lashon hara:

NN IDT NYIND VAL INWN ININE NN IMNTO DT 1Y 7V]
D 1221200 ININ XIN NN ,)1T2 DNNT7 PP7N'N NYY WX
DIV NDDN7ITANNNY NINNL NNATY NNIN 0NNT7 YN
D127 N7 NMIEDN D 17'XN7 NNXYA N1DDI NI 7Y IN7Ta
727V T'OPN N7 NINTQNQ INYT INIWNY NNYD X7 10132
T D19 7Y QNI TND DY NWD WINDLINNIY 1780 DNATN
DINY D'WOLN D'YWIN DTN A7 ININI 77 NYIXD NWI
NIX791 NI71T2 1277,

The Rambam draws a kal v’ichomer from Miriam
Haneviah, who spoke about her brother and contracted
tzaraas — even though she was older than him, and
she brought him up, and even endangered herself to
save him, and didn’t even speak disparagingly of him
but merely erred in comparing him to other nevi’im,
and he wasn’t even bothered by what she said, as the
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passuk attests there that he was the humblest man who
ever lived! Yet Miriam was nevertheless punished, so
someone who speaks outright lashon hara will certainly
be punished.

Thereason, then, that the Torah mentions Moshe’s anavah
hereis to emphasize that he was not makpid about what
Miriam had said.

Regarding the Torah’s description of Moshe as an anav,
Rashi comments, |72D1 70¥ — humble and tolerant; he
was able to tolerate someone else speaking badly of him.

In other words, the concept of anavah is expressed in the
Torah as the ability to hear someone speaking badly of
you and not being bothered by it: “It doesn't matter — I'm
not such a hot shot, I'm not such a chashuveh guy. I'm
not wrapped up myself, so it doesn't make a difference
if somebody speaks badly about me.” Savlanus and
anavah are synonymous.

The Gemara (Shabbos 30b) teaches that a person should
always be an anav like Hillel and not a kapdan like
Shammai. Anavah and kapdanus are being contrasted
here as two opposites, but what connection is there
between the two? A kapdan implies someone who is
inflexible and rigid, and how is that the opposite of
someone who is humble?

But someone who is an anav is not a kapdan, because
he doesn't exist; he doesn’t take up space. Not in a
depressive, emotional way, butin a real way of dveikus to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Anavah doesn’t mean I’'m nothing.
It means that everything | have is from the Eibishter, so
I have nothing of my own to be makpid about.

This is what the Rambam expresses when he explains
that the Torah’s statement about Moshe’s anavah comes
to teach us that Moshe was not bothered by what Miriam
said.

Asimilar expression of Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah appears
earlierin the parashah, in the story of Eldad and Meidad.
When they were prophesying, Yehoshua ran to Moshe
toinform him, and said, “0X72 - punish them!” Moshe’s
response was, “If only all the Yidden could be nevi’im!”

In other words, Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah caused two
things. One, as we explained, it caused him to be mekabel
the Torah, as perthe three sources we cited above. And

two, it caused him to not be a kapdan. If we would be
asked, where in the Torah is the appropriate place to
highlight Moshe’s anavah, we would say in the context
of his receiving the Torah. But the Torah chose to focus
on it specifically in the context of his not being a kapdan.

Clearly, the idea of not being makpid about what other
people do to you and not being wrapped up in yourself
is so important that the Torah deemed it more befitting
to mention Moshe’s anavah in that context.

Thisis astounding. It’s very nice, the Torah is teaching,
that Moshe was mekabel the Torah, and yes, that was
indeed the reason he was mekabel the Torah. But the
result of his anavah was that he was not a kapdan, and
he was able to tolerate someone else’s criticism, even
though it was incorrect. That ability to be a savlan is so
important that the Torah chose to reveal the extent of
Moshe’s anavah specifically in that context, and notin
connection to Mattan Torah. When he heard someone
not speaking with the respect due him and he wasn’t
bothered, that’s where his anavah is emphasized.

We see from here the crucial role that the Torah
attributes to this quality of anavah and its impact on
a person’s everyday behavior.

Gut Shabbos.




