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PARSHAPREVIEW

Shavuos
Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
—— —’
Shavuos
S —

Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant shlita

I hope you're all doing well in these trying, confusing, and difficult
times, and I hope everybody is safe.

We all know the famous teaching of Chazal that before Mattan Torah,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu came to the nations and offered them the Torah.
Eisav responded that the Torah says n¥7m XY, and we can't do that.
Yishmael said that the Torah says 23m X% - it's not our cup of tea. And
Klal Yisrael undertook it.

The general— perhaps superficial — understanding is that before the
nations would agree to accept the Torah they wanted to know what they
were signing up for, and when they heard the details they said, “It's not
for us, we don't believe in n¥Im X5 or 1M K5."

The Shem MiShmuel offers a completely different explanation, one that
broadens our understanding of Mattan Torah in general.

The Gemara (Shabbos 88) relates that when Klal Yisrael declared naaseh
v'nishma, they merited two crowns, one corresponding to naaseh and one
corresponding to nishma. What connection is there, asks the Sfas Emes,
between the kabbalah of naaseh v'nishma and the crowns?

The Gemara reveals to us that the tremendous chiddush in the kabbalah
of naaseh v'nishma didn't lie in the fact that Klal Yisrael signed a blank
check and accepted the Torah without knowing what was involved. Rashi
says there that the chiddush and gadlus of naaseh v'nishma was that Klal
Yisrael made a commitment without knowing if they would be able to
fulfill it. They had to reach above themselves, and it wasn't clear that this
was even in their league. So the challenge of Kabbalas HaTorah wasn't so
much that they signed something without knowing what they were getting
themselves into, or something that they didn't agree with or want — the
challenge was: who said they could do it?

In proclaiming naaseh v'nishma, Rashi says, Klal Yisrael relied on
Hakadosh Baruch Hu to grant them the kochos to fulfill their commitment,
even if it was hard and out of their league, an idea reflected in the words:
0PN PN DTAZM 72 NVIVY IWMIR N2,

The foundation of naaseh v'nishma was Klal Yisrael's stretching
themselves beyond their natural limitations and agreeing to something
that seemed almost impossible. But they reached up; in the words of the
Sfas Emes, they undertook something that was oman any, over and above
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their natural abilities. The Sfas Emes and Maharal both explain that a crown,
whichisworn above a person’s head, represents something that is beyond
his level. When Klal Yisrael proclaimed naaseh v'nishma and committed to
doing something that was outside their natural limitations, says the Sfas
Emes, Hakadosh Baruch Hu granted them a level of Torah that was above
their heads: a crown. That is the meaning of Chazal's teaching that when
Klal Yisrael said naaseh v'nishma they merited two crowns.

The Shem MiShmuel says that when Yishmael and Eisav responded
that they can't accept the Torah because it contains the prohibitions of X
nyIn and 1M XY, they weren't expressing an ideological opposition to
accepting the Torah. Rather, they were saying that it's against their nature:
“We'd love to take the Torah, but there’s nothing we can do — we're not
nyIn ®XY and 13m XY people, and as wonderful as the Torah is, we can't
step out of our limitations. This is who we are, and we just can't do it."

Klal Yisrael, on the other hand, said, “We don't know how we're going
to do it, but we're going to be able to do it” — an expression of 2% nay
‘n *2772. This is reminiscent of the Ramban’s explanation in Parshas
Vayakhel of the term 2% 1R TYR WK 53: He says that these people
came to Moshe Rabbeinu and offered to do the labors required for the
Mishkan even though they didn't know how to do this work; nobody had
taught them. The Ramban differentiates between nedivus lev —referring
those who gave — and those who are described as 127 1R) TWUR WK 93:
people who lift themselves up. This latter group, says the Ramban, found
inside themselves the ability to do this work, and they came to Moshe
Rabbeinu and offered to do whatever he needed.

The Ramban does not mean that all of the sudden these people
discovered new skills that they didn't know they had. Rather, he applies
to them the passuk: 'n 72772 Y27 nay). Although they felt they couldn't
really do it, they lifted themselves up and found inside themselves the
ability to be more than what they were. The concept of 'n 72772729 P2y
means that a person has in his very nature the potential to go further, to
be more, to shteig, and not to be limited to what he is. That's the idea of
117 9RY) — I can lift myself above my situation.

Similarly, the Rambam (Hilchos Talmud Torah 3:6) writes, regarding
the mitzvah of learning Torah: n1Pn%1 »R72 T MxN DYPY 129 INVIV N
170 n22 In9m. Why does he use the term 12% 1w in reference to the
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keser Torah?

The answer is that the termya5 "3, as the Ramban teaches, refers us
toascenarioin which a person raises himself out of his normal condition
and transcends his usual limitations, like those who had never mastered
the skills needed for the Mishkan but found that they had the ability within
themselves to carry out these tasks anyway. That's keser Torah. Just as
when Klal Yisrael said naaseh v'nishma they reached over and above their
natural kochos and therefore merited the crowns of Torah, every person
who's129 Y3 and doesn't allow himself to be boxed in because he knows
that he can do more and that he has more potential inside him. This
12 WY1 is the result of a spiritual awakening —’n »2772 %27 M2y —and
reflects the recognition that a person is capable of bringing forth from
inside himself more and more.

This, it would seem, is the meaning of the idea that the avodah of Sefiras
Ha'omer is to go from being a beheimah to being an adam. Sefiras Ha'omer
is counted from the time of the offering of the Korban Ha'omer, which
was barley, animal fodder, until the time of the Korban Shtei Halechem
on Shavuos, which was wheat — human food. What connection is there
between Kabbalas HaTorah and the avodah of moving from beast to human?

The Maharal (Tiferes Yisrael ch. 3) notes that the word nnna, animal,
comprises the words bah mah — what you see is what you get, or, as they
say in Hebrew, »»» nn nr. An animal can't grow past what it is; it has no
potential to become more, as the Gemara in Bava Kamma teaches that
W P MY 12 MW. A day-old bull is already a fully developed bull, with
no future and no potential. Adam, on the other hand, derives his name
from the adamah, says the Maharal, because adamah, earth, represents
potential for growth. That's the essence of a human being, and what
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allows a person to continually shteig and go further is that he possesses
wellsprings and inner capabilities that can be brought out.

Ameilus baTorah, says the Maharal, is meant to bring out the potential
inside of us. A person has the ability to grow and propel himself past his
own limitations, and he can shteig and undertake projects that he wouldn't
believe he could do. That's the concept of naaseh v'nishma, the concept of
going from a beheimah to an adam. A person’s who's boxed in and can't
go further than where he is stagnates spiritually, like a beheimah. Such a
person is not capable of true Kabbalas HaTorah, because Kabbalas HaTorah
required undertaking something that was beyond our limitations. Klal
Yisrael went from beheimah to adam, from a state of spiritual stagnation
— bah mah — to a state of adamah and 12 V), reaching further by
undertaking something that was a little over their heads because they
knew that they have within themselves the potential to grow. Mattan
Torah was the result of people realizing their potential and entering a
growth curve on a steady basis.

Likewise, every person who reaches above themselves is zocheh to
keser Torah and receives a shefa of Torah from Hakadosh Baruch Hu that
is over and above his natural situation.

In the situation we're all in now, we've seen that Klal Yisrael has been
able to step out of the box and reach for new levels of shteiging and
learning and dveikus baTorah that perhaps beforehand we thought wasn't
possible. The challenge now is going to be how to retain thatya% yx) 3 and
hold onto the skill of knowing that we can do more. And with that, we’'ll
be zocheh to the same crowns of Torah that Klal Yisrael were zocheh at
Mattan Torah through naaseh v'nishma.

Gut Yom Tov.

DOV PN NDW YV NWIan 'ava - VITh A



