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- Pesach

Hagaon Harav Nachman Levovitz Shilta
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How to See Yourself as a Yotzei Mitzrayim

Pesgch

—

These pre-Pesach days are special,
important days. Besides all the work
that we have to do, it’s worthwhile
to think about the mitzvos that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave us to
do on Erev Pesach and on Pesach.
These mitzvos are much more than
ensuring that there is no chametz.
Regarding the matzos, the Torah
says: Dixng n¥ onneed, which
can also be read, ushmartem es
hamitzvos. The Torah is telling
us to watch and take care so
that we shouldn’t chas v’shalom
miss the totality of the action and
understanding required in order to
do this avodah correctly.

The main avodah of baking matzos
involves two important points that
are highlighted in the braisa of R’
Pinchas Ben Yair, which serves
as the basis of Mesilas Yesharim:
zerizus and zehirus. Both are
actually the essence of how mitzvos
are supposed to be done.

Matzah has to be baked with
zerizus, and the Korban Pesach,
too, had to be eaten b’chipazon,
with zerizus. Matzah also has to
be baked carefully — b’zehirus,
taking special care that it should
be done as perfectly and precisely
as possible. These elements are
relevant to other mitzvos and
hanhagos as well: ushmartem es
hamitzvos, which Chazal interpret
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to mean:IX N OR 77°0 IR NI
— when you have an opportunity
to do a mitzvah, don’t allow it to
become chametz. If a person gets
distracted while baking matzos and
doesn’t watch them correctly, the
matzos can’t be used on Pesach,
because NiX»I NX 2n7MYA was not
fulfilled. And the same applies to
the other mitzvos.

In the Haggadah we say, from the
Mishnah in Pesachim: 7Rk 21
DOXNN KX RIT I1ORD 1A IR NIRTD.
There are two girsa’os: NX MXI?
XY or MXY DX NIXITY, but the
meaning of both is that a person is
supposed to do his avodah to the
extent that he feels that he himself
came out of Mitzrayim.

In the Haggadah we say:12°9X)
°UTY N0 2221 1D 2°MOn 1D
NX¥'2 ID0Y 0¥ MR AMINT DR
o x¥»n. How do we understand this?
The mitzvah of sippur Yetzias
Mitzrayim is a mitzvah like any
other, and applies regardless of
how learned we are! The answer
is that the Baal Haggadah is telling
us — don’t think that the avodah
is merely to do — the avodah is to
be. You have to do what you’re
supposed to do in sippur Yetzias
Mitzrayim and all the other mitzvos
of Leil Haseder, and that will create
a feeling of o ¥nn RY> X 12RO,
That’s the avodah of Leil Haseder:

—’

that doing the mitzvos of the night
should enable you to feel that you
left Mitzrayim. It’s not an easy job
— it involves a lot of preparation
and knowing the halachah of
what you’re supposed to be doing.
But no one should think that the
obligation of feeling like you left
Mitzrayim can be fulfilled in any
way other than through the mitzvos
that Chazal instituted. Only through
fulfilling the mitzvos correctly will
you be able to feel and fulfill the
obligation of¥mn KXY X7 17°KD.
If we eat maror, but we don’t
realize that it’s meant to remind us
of the bitterness of our ancestors’
lives in Mitzrayim, or if we don’t
appreciate the idea ofvak X5w 93
N2 T RYY R 11092 19X 0°N2T AWHW
71771 7737 oD 377 12X%) and understand
what exactly we’re doing, then
we’ll never be able to reach this
level of XX X377 197K 1%y NR MIRIT?
oxnn. And that’s really the tachlis
— not only to remember Yetzias
Mitzrayim, but to relive it.

Of course, there’s a mitzvah of
zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim that
we fulfill every day. The Ramban
in Parshas Bo explains that all the
mitzvos are 0>%» NR°$°7 751, But on
Pesach night it’s much more than
that. It’s not enough for a person
to learn and understand how things
should be done; rather, the actions
of the mitzvos give him the feeling
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that he left Mitzrayim.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 99) says:
QNPWYY DRI N°727 °727 IR QN
JORXYY OIRWY IPRD AR X2 .ODX
XOX anR "Ipn OR onK ancwyY R
any.

In other words, when you do a
mitzvah correctly, the mitzvah
propels you to the position you’re
supposed to be in. This is the idea
of: 12°RD MXY NX MIRIT? DIR 270
Q™MX¥”N XYY X7 — a person has to
put himself in a position in which
he can envisions the mitzvos he’s
doing as turning him into a person
leaving Mitzrayim.

Mitzvos and Malchus Are

Inseparable
Emunah in Hashem is a yesod of
Yetzias Mitzrayim, as the Ramban
explains at length. But we have to
understand that it doesn’t stop with
emunah itself. Emunah is a great
madreigah, but that’s really where
it starts. It’s only the beginning of
being able to be mekabel avdus to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu: 7259 11 *2ix
Q%N YRR 0RYIT WK, The Ibn
Ezra asks why Hashem didn’t say
that He created the world, and us.
Why highlight Yetzias Mitzrayim?

Rav  Yehuda Halevi answers
that recognizing that Hashem
270N noal 18

created the world is enough to
make us responsible to Hashem
and obligated to Him, but WX
T nRYiT was kabbalas ol malchus
Shomayim. That doesn’t mean we
were mekabel only to have emunah
in Hakadosh Baruch Hu — we were
mekabel ol avdus to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu as well. We became His
avadim and we accepted what He
would tell us to do and the mitzvos.
Chazal say that when Klal Yisrael
left Mitzrayim, they wanted
Hakadosh Baruch Hu to be their
king, but He told them, “First,
be mekabel my gezeiros, and
afterwards I’ll be king over you.”

Kabbalas ol malchus Shomayim
doesn’t mean only that I believe
in Hakadosh Baruch Hu, or that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is akol yachol
— it means that, plus much more: it
means [’'m willing to accept to be
an eved of Hashem. Indeed, the
Chovos Halevavos (Shaar Avodas
Elokim) explains that if you realize
that everything is in Hashem’s
hands — and emunah includes
that recognition, since everything
that happens is under Hakadosh
Baruch Hu’s guidance and what
He does is what happens — then the
acceptance of avdus to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is a clear, simple thing.
This recognition is what’s going
to make you into the eved that

Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants you to
be, and that’s really the meaning of
kabbalas ol malchus Shomayim.

Therefore, as we mentioned, the
avodah of feeling that you are
actually leaving Mitzrayim will
be accepted only if you do the
required actions, according to the
Shulchan Aruch and the halachos
of Leil Haseder. That will create a
situation in which you will be able
to feel the 1Y DX NIRIT? QTR 271,
and then you will feel tangibly
that you’re an eved: M7 173p
"Mo9n 1722 17M. And when you’re
mekabel the gezeiros of Hashem,
that enables you to fulfill the
mitzvos correctly.

This is one of the avodos of the
Pesach Seder. We all have our
minhagim and our avodah that
we do on Leil Haseder, but we
should remember that kabbalas ol
malchus Shomayim and kabbalas
avdus — TDIRYIT WK TEOR 7 2R
o¥n yNn — are really one din.
We’re mekabel Hakadosh Baruch
Hu as king over the entire world,
and we’re mekabel that we are
His avadim. This is accomplished
through actually doing the mitzvos
the way we’re supposed to do them,
which enables us to reach the goal
of emunah in Hakadosh Baruch Hu
and avdus to Him.
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Harav Hagaon Moshe Aharon Friedman Shlita
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Take the Leap!
Pesach
~— vos o

Chodesh Nissan begins a new year,
and the Leil Haseder is the start of
the cycle of the Jewish calendar. If
at the end of Adar we experienced
total lack of seder, with the 757N
X171 and the ¥7° 897 79, the avodah
now is to once again instill seder in
our lives, for seder is a fundamental
element of avodas Hashem.

There’s an expression in Hebrew:
hakol b’seder, everything is all
right. A Rebbe once commented
that this expression would be
more aptly stated as hakol baseder,
everything that a person wants
to achieve he can achieve on the
Leil Haseder, for it’s a time of
exceptional holiness.

The Seder is a very auspicious
time for bakashah — it’s a night of
X1 127 180, and every child of
Klal Yisrael can ask the Ribbono
Shel Olam for what he wants. The
sefarim draw a parallel between
Yom Kippur and Leil Haseder, and
it’s interesting that on the night of
Yom Kippur we say Kol Nidrei,
while the night before Pesach we
say Kol Chamira. The word kol has
a gematria of 50, which represents
binah — the highest madreigah.
Only on Leil Shimurim are we able
to attain such a madreigah.

Night of Miracles
On the passuk: ‘72 X7 D™ w 9
T A727 NI DR PIRR ORI
DOy XY 33 77 oMy (2,
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the Targum Yonasan and various
Midrashim state that many miracles
happened on this night: Avraham
Avinu triumphed over the four
kings, as it says: n°2 2Py PR
Yetzias Mitzrayim happened, as it
says: 12791 °¥p2 > Sancheriv’s
soldiers were wiped out, as it says:
TIOR3 771 4T IRDR RY KITT 77792 070
7wY¥; the nes of Purim began on
that night, as it says: 7771 X373 79792
TPpI NIV

All of these miracles are alluded
to in the passuk itself: o™ pw 2%
n2 N7 refers to Avraham Avinu’s
victory; 07737 7IN% ax°xin? refers to
Yetzias Mitzrayim; 1793 &30 refers
to the defeat of Sancheriv; 77 717’
refers to the time of Mordechai and
Esther; and finally, "2 927 o™ v
%1 refers to the future geulah.
Indeed, the night of the Seder is a
special time to daven and hope for
the geulah.

We know that the nes of Purim
really happened on Pesach. When
the Megillah says: *277% "2y?, it
means that he instructed the Yidden
to fast on Pesach. That’s why it
says YR 7K 1798A O8] — don’t eat
matzah or drink the arba kosos on
the Leil Haseder.

The meforshim ask: Why was it
so important for the Yidden to fast
specifically on the Leil Haseder?
After all, the gezeirah of Haman
was not going into effect for

another 11 months, until Adar of the
next year. Why didn’t Mordechai
and Esther wait a little to see how
things would play out?

The sefarim answer that the fasted
specifically on the Leil Haseder
because it was Leil Haseder, a time
of tremendous power. Mordechai’s
chiddush was that even though we
generally eat matzah, drink the
arba kosos, and do all the other
mitzvos of the Seder to access the
power of this night, that year the
night had to be devoted to fasting
in order to bring about a yeshuah
from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Haman Expired the Next
Day

The passuk says in Yehoshua:

nixn NOT NAgRR YIRT 12y 199K7
NI0RR 13 DAY .A77 01T D3y 9P
2127 TV g XD PIRT 2wn 079K2
T2 WD YN NRIAAN 17987 T DN
XT3,

Forty years after Yetzias Mitzrayim,
when the Yidden had entered Eretz
Yisrael, they still had mann in their
keilim, and only on 16 Nissan, the
day after the first day of Pesach,
did they start eating regular food.
The Chasam Sofer writes that
Haman wanted to hang Mordechai
on 16 Nissan specifically, as we
see that he came to Achashveirosh
on the first night of Pesach to ask
permission to hang Mordechai the
following day. Why specifically
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on 16 Nissan? The Chasam Sofer
explains that Haman knew that 16
Nissan was the day that the mann
ran out, and he thought that such a
day must be an inauspicious time
for Klal Yisrael and therefore a good
day to kill Mordechai. He didn’t
realize, however, that after the mann
finished, Klal Yisrael moved on to
a new madreigah: Y87 11297 12287
nosT NTRn.

The Chasam Sofer offers a play on
words to describe what happened
to Haman:ngnn 123 naw?, Haman
expired the next day. Instead of
hanging Mordechai on 16 Nissan,
he himself was hanged that day. (He
remained hanging there through the
whole year, and was joined by his 10
sons a year later, on Purim.) Haman
didn’t realize that even when the
mann is finished, Klal Yisrael isn’t
finished; we continue growing and
striving. When one tekufah ends,
we don’t fade away with it — we
move on to a new tekufah and seek
additional madreigos, going & 2
oo

Leil Haseder marks the birth of Klal
Yisrael, and just as a newborn baby
needs to have everything sterile,
Klal Yisrael has to guard itself from
chametz on Pesach. The rest of the
year we do eat chametz, but on
Pesach we are careful to avoid even
a mwn of chametz.

Although we are reborn anew each
year on Pesach, we don’t reset to
the same point each year. Every
year is a new cycle, but each new
cycle builds on the previous ones,
so we are always going higher
and higher. We are compared to
trees, as the passuk says: X7 3
770 vy. It doesn’t say that we are
like crops of a field, which grow
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and harvested each year, and then
the field becomes barren again. A
tree yields its fruit each year, and
then the roots, trunk, and branches
remain in place and continue to
grow. So on the one hand, Pesach
marks a new start, a fresh slate; on
the other hand, it’s another layer of
growth, a new level, a fresh ring on
the tree of our avodah.

Going Through the Process
The meforshim ask why we don’t
make a brachah on Maggid, and
offer many answers. The Chasam
Sofer offers a fascinating answer.
On the Leil Haseder, we actually go
out of Mitzrayim: NX MXIT% Q78 20
D XN KX K17 12K My . Therefore,
at the beginning of the night, we’re
still like goyim. Just as when a ger
immerses in the mikvah he may
not make a brachah on the tevilah,
because he’s not yet a Yid, so, too,
Klal Yisrael can’t make a brachah
on Maggid at the beginning of the
Seder, because we first have to go
through Maggid before we can
come out of Mitzrayim as Yidden.

The Chasam Sofer goes on to explain
the significance of Yachatz in this
light. What does a goy do when he
wants to eat? He breaks his bread
and eats, without making a brachah.
Similarly, we also take our matzah
and break it, as though we’re ready
to eat — like a goy, without saying a
brachah.

But we don’t eat the matzah right
away — there’s a process that has
to happen first. We personally
go through Maggid and proceed
through the galus to the various
stages of the geulah.

4,15, 50, 600,000
There are 4 mnwh of geulah,
which represent various facets of
the geulah; there are also 15 levels
of geulah, as signified by the 15
simanei haseder and the 15 dayenu’s.
In addition, there are 50 levels of
geulah, as the passuk says: 2°Wnm
0% P8R PRI °32 9y, The word
D°Wnm can also be read ownm, and
indeed, the Torah mentions Yetzias
Mitzrayim a total of 50 times,
corresponding to the fact that the
Yidden were at the 49 th shaarei
tumah, and after they left Mitzrayim
with a 7%yn%n N17wna, they had 50
days to work toward Mattan Torah.
Beyond the4, the 15, and the 50 facets
of the geulah, there also the 6,000
facets of the geulah. The first passuk
of the Aseres Hadibros says: ‘77 *23X
MR DN 7R TPORYIA WY TN

0°72y. Why is the passuk phrased in
singular — 7°nXR¥i7 WK — rather than
in the plural, addressed to all of Klal
Yisrael? It’s because every Yid had
his own Yetzias Mitzrayim. There
were 6,000 geulos, with every Yid
coming out of his own meitzar.

And the objective of Pesach, with
its 50 geulos, is to get to Mattan
Torah. Pesach is the beginning of the
process, and it’s a time of peh sach
— speaking divrei Torah. Pesach is
also roshei teivos of Paran, Sinai,
and Chorev — the three names of
Har Sinai, alluding to the fact that
the goal of Pesach is to get to Har
Sinai. Furthermore, if you spell
out the letters of Pesach fully, they
add up to a gematria of 613, for the
purpose of all this is to get the 613
mitzvos and attain kirvas Hashem.

Those Who Can, Prepare
For a person to experience his own
Yetzias Mitzrayim on Leil Haseder,
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he has to prepare for it beforehand.
We say in the Haggadah:

X373 0iva i Tnba WIh wkan i
i? TI7R ,0f Tivan 715 ximg o2 %
YA KPR R XD 07 Maya Ly Ayl
305 DM M XD W

This braysa can be read differently:
292, if someone is able, Wh wan
— he should start preparing himself
from Rosh Chodesh. If you notice,
the passuk at the end of the braysa
— 77 Maya — is the passuk used to
answer the 2Ww? y7° wRw. The
PIWWY ¥ 1RY starts to hear about
Yetzias Mitzrayim at the Seder
itself: oomp 7 %R YW yywa
199. But those who can should
begin preparing on Rosh Chodesh.
In this vein, there’s a cute story
about two rabbanim in Amsterdam,
one of whom was the grandson
of the Pnei Yehoshua. One of
the rabbanim posted the mareh
mekomos for his Shabbos HaGadol
derashah on Rosh Chodesh so that
the tzibbur could prepare. The
other rav was a little frightened of
the tzibbur; he didn’t know if he
knew much more than they did, so
he only posted his mareh mekomos
the day of the derashah, so that the
people shouldn’t have a lot of time
to prepare. One of the leaders of the
community remarked, “7i2>? — the
one who can give a derashah, WX
v7f. The one who can’t, it’s only
T397 DON3R T RN WY nyya.”
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Turn it Into Something
Lasting

The avodah of Pesach has to be
nora, just as the first Pesach
happened 1719172, What this means is
that when a person has a m"mwna,
he has to use it quickly, and not
procrastinate. Whether he gets that
MMvna from WTIT WX 2120 or on
the night of the Seder itself, he has
to know to utilize it.

The passuk in Shir HaShirim says:
7Y 72087 DX iR OR) VYR OX
vanny, and the Ramban explains
that when a person has a m"mwna,
he should put it into a “cheifetz” —
as hinted in the word yonny. Don’t
let it just slip away — turn it into
something lasting.

We know that the Yidden had to be
taken out of Mitzrayim at precisely
the moment of midnight. When
Moshe Rabbeinu spoke to Pharaoh,
however, he said: 719791 nkn3, around
midnight. I heard an explanation
that for Pharaoh’s purposes, it
wasn’t important whether the
miracle happened at 11:09 or at
12:01. But to Klal Yisrael, it was
very important, because exactly
at midnight —19797 *¥02 > — was
when Klal Yisrael’s transition into
a nation happened. They were at
the 49th sha’ar hatumah, and at that
moment they jumped to the highest
madreigos. Indeed, “Pesach” means

297, leaping. That had to happen in
an instant, PoRa. Afterwards, Klal
Yisrael had to work to hold onto
what they had attained — yanny 7y
— but the original geulah had to be
with split-second precision, in one
leap, going from “Mitzrishkeit” to
pure Yiddishkeit in one moment.

Hashem had to take us out of
Mitzrayim at that second, Chazal
say, because if they would have
stayed one more second, they
would have fallen to the 50th shaar
hatumah, and they wouldn’t be able
to come out. How could it be that
at the very moment that the Yidden
were transitioning into Klal Yisrael,
that was when they were in danger
of falling into the 50th of the shaarei
tumah? The answer is that when the
Ribbono Shel Olam gives a growth
opportunity, failing to utilize that
opportunity is the greatest nefilah. It
was precisely because of the power
of that midnight, the opportunity for
Klal Yisrael to jump to the highest
madreigos, that they could have
fallen to the 50th shaar hatumah
had they not maximized that
opportunity.

Hashem should help us to realize
the awesome power of these days
and go from the preparations of 912’
v WX into the Leil Haseder and
be zocheh to “hakol baSeder” to
NINDDI NN DIIEN TIRD TN 0D
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Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlita
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'The Opportunities of Chodesh Nissan

Pesach

(T

Chodesh Nissan has a “seder,” one
that begins at the end of Chodesh
Adar when we read Parashas
HaChodesh.  The  meforshim
note that Parashas HaChodesh is
mainly about the Korban Pesach.
Why, then, do we call it Parashas
HaChodesh? Shouldn’t it be called
Parashas Korban Pesach?

Apparently, the name ‘Parashas
HaChodesh” alludes to the avodah
of the entire Chodesh Nissan:
the avodah of chiddush, renewal.
Nissan is a chance to refresh our
avodas Hashem and have a new
start.

To learn how to achieve this new
start, we read the parashah of
Korban Pesach and see what Klal
Yisrael did. They took a sheep
and slaughtered it, as Hashem
commanded them: 2% Py DY
noa7 Y 02 NN NX.

Rashiquotes Chazal’steaching,12wn
XN OW IR 207 1Y 2YOHRn DT
The Mitzriyim worshiped sheep,
so when the Jews slaughtered the
Korban Pesach they were actually
taking the avodah zarah of the
Mitzriyim and saying, “No more!”
Before, they too worshipped the
Egyptian gods, but now they were
detaching themselves, changing
their entire outlook on life —
slaughtering the bad hashkafos,
as it were, and bringing them as a
korban to Hashem. “From now on,”
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they were saying, “we’re going to
sanctify ourselves and serve only
Hashem.”

That’s the first avodah of Chodesh
Nissan: to review all of our
hashkafos that need improvement.
If there are any attitudes that we’re
not so happy about, now’s the
time to change them. This is one
message of Korban Pesach, as we
read in Parashas HaChodesh.

Two Functions of Se’or
Another concept in the parashah of
Korban Pesach is the mitzvah to eat
it with matzah and marror. Why do
we eat matzah and marror with the
Korban Pesach?

According to what we just saw in
Rashi — that the avodah of Korban
Pesach is to slaughter the avodah
zarah in us and eradicate the bad
hashkafos — we can explain that the
matzah and marror are also there to
help us with this avodah.

The Maharasha, the Shelah, and the
Vilna Gaon cite ancient sources that
explain that the reason we refrain
not only from eating chometz on
Pesach, but even from owning
chometz, is because chometz is a
symbol of the yetzer hara. They
quote a gemara (Berachos 17): 11117
A0°Y2W MKRW 20¥y» M XA mwys —
All Yidden want to do Hashem’s
will, but what stops them is the
“se’or shebe’isah,” the leavening

—/

agent in the dough, i.e., the yetzer
hara.

The meforshim explain that se’or
has two effects on the dough. One,
it gives the dough a good flavor;
matzah, which has no leavening
agent, is not as tasty as bread. Two,
the se’or makes the dough rise.
These two functions correspond to
the two yetzer haras that are in a
person: taavah and gaavah.

Pesach is a time we can get rid of
the se’or within us. Cleaning away
the chometz symbolizes the effort
to eradicate both taavah and gaavah
and work on our middos to make
ourselves “matzah’dik.”

The meforshim also note that the
words ynn and 17¥» have the same
letters, the only difference being
that y»n has a ches and 7¥» has a
hei, two letters that have just a drop
of ink differentiating them.

The gemara teaches (Menachos
29b) that the world was created
with the letter hei, which has an
opening at the bottom to allow
resha’im to fall into Gehinnom,
but also has a small space between
hei’s leg and its top, through which
baalei teshuvah can enter and go up
to Gan Eden.

The letter ches in the word v has
no opening, implying that when
a person is wholly absorbed in
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pursuits of the yetzer hara, he has no
escape route. On Pesach, we pierce
an opening into the ynm, giving
us a chance to escape from the
yetzer hara’s clutches and elevate
ourselves. On Pesach, we have a
special siyatta dishmaya to do this,
just as Klal Yisrael went from the 49
levels of impurity to the 50 levels of
holiness so many years ago.

With this idea, we can understand
why we eat matzah together with
the Korban Pesach. Along with
eradicating our flawed hashkafos
— as symbolized by the Korban
Pesach — we also have the power on
Pesach to uproot our bad middos, as
symbolized by the matzah.

The marror, the meforshim explain,
symbolizes the difficulty we have
working on ourselves. Change is
hard, and it can feel quite bitter at
times. That bitterness, however,
eventually positions a person to
reach tremendous madreigos and
sweetness.

Indeed, the Yerushalmi teaches that
the reason we use romaine lettuce for
marror is because it has the property
of P 1O M NN, Lettuce
has a bitter taste at first, but if you
leave it in the ground long enough,
it eventually turns sweet. Similarly,
the hardships we endure in our
avodas Hashem — when we accept
upon ourselves the yoke of Heaven,
when we work on our middos, when
we resolve to live our lives more in
consonance with the Torah — may
feel bitter in the beginning, but
they eventually yield tremendous
sweetness, and eventually we will
reap the reward of all of our efforts
for avodas Hashem.

This concept is also represented by
the 4 cups of wine that we drink at
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the Seder. These 4 cups correspond
to the yayin hameshumar, the aged
wine that will be served in the special
seudah we will have when Moshiach
comes. Wine brings simchah to a
person, and by investing the effort to
work on ourselves and grow despite
the difficulty and bitterness, we will
eventually enjoy the simchah and
sweetness of the results of these
efforts.

Another allusion to this concept of
PINR 19101 M P hn is found in the
mitzvah to recline at the Seder. Why
do we recline? The Midrash at the
beginning of Parashas Beshalach
teaches that when Hakadosh Baruch
Hu took us out of Mitzrayim, He
took us in the clouds, the ananei
hakavod, and we were traveling
“first class,” reclining and relaxed,
like kings. In commemoration, we
recline at the Seder.

By reclining, we show that after the
initial hard work of being accepting
the burden of Malchus Shomayim
upon ourselves, there eventually
comes a time when we will enjoy
the opportunity to recline like kings
as a result of our avodah.

Transmitting Emunah to

our Children

The focal point of the Seder is the
mitzvah of vehigadeta levincha.
Just as we have the power to renew
ourselves and our avodah at this
time of year, it’s also the time to
ignite in our children emunah in
Hashem and a desire to connect to
Torah and mitzvos. We have to look
at our children as though they have
a great chance to grow and to thrive
in the future. All of our children
have holy neshamos, neshamos that
are waiting for us to water them.

How can we water them on the Leil

HaSeder? It’s very important to take
time beforehand to think about what
we’re going to say over and what we
want to give over to our children.
But the most important guideline
is that D& 00121 297 11 D°R¥A 0227
297. When your children see that
you feel what you are saying, you
feel the emunah in Hashem, you feel
the chashivus of being a Yid, then
they’ll understand the importance
of these ideas as well. When they
hear about the makkos that the
reshaim got, they’ll see how scary
it is for the reshaim. The goal is to
give over the basics: basic emunah,
basic avodas Hashem. If this is what
we want to do, then Hashem will
help us by putting the right words in
our mouth. The power of this time is
tremendous.

Pesach Politics

While we’re speaking about Pesach
being a time to work on our middos,
there’s another important point
to keep in mind. Pesach is a time
when there are a lot of nisyonos.
The family gets together, with all
the family politics: there are in-
laws, parents, children, brothers-in-
law....

In situations like these, we often get
caught up in our personal feelings.
The family togetherness at this time
of year gives us the opportunity to
work on our ahavas Yisrael, to really
improve our middos, to be beshalom
with everyone in the family, and to
try to be nice to everyone and give
parents and grandparents nachas.

There may be nisyonos of anger
during these days. The gemara
refers to anger as an eil zar inside
a person, but if we are aware of the
danger beforehand, then we can be
on guard and vigilant to avoid anger
even if there are provocations. We
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have to try to be warm, especially
to the children. Even if there are
challenges during the night of the
Seder, the children should feel
that it’s a night when their father
and mother are completely and
lovingly devoted to them. It’s both
an avodah on our middos and a way
to give over to our children a whole
different atmosphere at the Seder.

Reaching Heights on the

Fifteenth
A final point. In Dayeinu we list 15
aspects of Hashem’s kindness to
us, and the meforshim say that the
significance of the number 15 is that
on the 15th day of the month, the
moon is at its height. Klal Yisrael is
compared to the moon, and we too
can reach the greatest heights on the

15th of this month of Nissan, the
Leil HaSeder.

The number 5 corresponds to this
world, which was created with a
hei, and the number 10 corresponds
to the next world, which was created
with a yud. Adding 5 and 10 gives
a sum of 15, parallel to the 15th of
Nissan, when we left Mitzrayim.
Yetzias Mitzrayim wasn’t only
about leaving Mitzrayim — it was
about lifting us up to the greatest
spiritual heights.

Multiplying 5 and 10 gives 50,
corresponding to the 49 days of
Sefirah, followed by Shavuos.
These days are an extension of
Pesach, helping us to reach even
greater heights in avodas Hashem.

Pesach is a tremendous opportunity
for anyone who is ready to work on
himself. Even if there’s it maybe
bitter at first, he’ll see tremendous
aliyah, which he can then give over
to his children.

Through the avodah of 1Py 1down, of
separating ourselves from the wrong
hashkafos, we should be zocheh
again to recline while eating the
Korban Pesach, drinking the yayin
hameshumar, and enjoying the great
simchah of Olam Haba.

Chazal teach that we are destined to
be taken out of galus during Nissan,
and, b’ezras Hashem, the hisorerus
in our hearts should bring us to
be zocheh to yeshuos during this
Chodesh Nissan.

Chag Kasher V’sameach.

This week’s Bishvilei Hamoed is sponsored by:
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