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Parshas
Bamidbar /
Shavuos

PARSHAPREVIEW

Below is an English adaptation of this weeks' Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15

—_—

f— o
Too Old for Kabbalas HaTorah Inspiration?

v

_——

The meforshim explain there are two reasons why we read Megillas
Rus on Shavuos. One reason is that we should learn from the Kabbalas
HaTorah of Rus. She was a princess, and if she would have gone back to
Moav she would have had a life of wealth. But instead she gave that up
to be mekabel the Torah.

This is avery important lesson for all of us. When it comes to Shavuos, a
lot of people say, well, when you're ayoung bochur and full of life, Shavuos
isan inspirational time — people learn the whole night, and it's an exciting
Yom Tov. But when you get older, whether you're 25, 35, 45, or 55, you
just don't have that koach to stay up the whole night, and Shavuos loses
its meaning. We don't realize that Shavuos has so much to it, regardless
of your age. Staying up the whole night is a minhag; if you can't stay up
the whole night, you can still have a Shavuos.

Rus herself was not a youngster when she joined the Jewish people.
We can understand that a young girl would be able to start over again,
but Rus had already been married and lost her husband. Jewish life had
not showered her with brachah. What was she doing this for? By rights,
she should have gone back to her life in Moav. But she had the gevurah to
take a step, as the Megillah says that she was nxnxnn. The Gaon says that
the yetzer hara was pulling her, and she had to draw on all her strength
and push herself to keep going and moving ahead in her journey to Eretz
Yisrael and Yiddishkeit.

This, too, is a limud for all of us. We all have things that we tried to
do when we were younger, and they didn't work out. Rus didn't make
her kabbalah when she was 17 or 18, before she was married. She had
already started life, and life wasn't working out — but she picked herself
up nonetheless and made a new kabbalah in ruchniyus, a new start. That's
the lesson of Shavuos.

Similarly, R Akiva lost thousands of talmidim - he had a yeshiva that
was bigger than Rav Asher's shiur, and they all passed away. R’ Akiva was
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not ayoungster at that point; he was very old. He could have given up and
closed down the yeshiva, but instead, he started over with five talmidim,
who litup the world, such as R" Meir, R" Yehuda, R' Shimon, the Tannaim of
Torah Shebe'al Peah. The mishnayos, the Tosefta, the Braisos, the Toras
Kohanim - these are all rooted in R" Akiva's Torah.

We learn from R’ Akiva and the aveilus of Sefiras Ha'omer that we can
pick up and start fresh even when things aren't going well. The whole life
of R" Akiva teaches this lesson: He started learning when he was 40, and
yet he caught up to the Tannaim and became one of the greatest of the
Tannaim even though he had such a late start.

Yes, when you're a younger bochur, Shavuos has a lot of inspiration.
We may not be able to stay up the whole night anymore, but there’s still
so much that we can do to make Shavuos meaningful. Even if we go to
the beis midrash for an hour after the seudah and learn with cheishek,
whether by ourselves, or with a son or a grandson, we show Hashem that
we cherish the Torah, that we're pushing ourselves late at night to stay
up and learn. That is a way to touch the taam of Shavuos.

Being Mekabel,
for Kabbalas HaTorah

In truth, however, it's not only about Leil Shavuos - the avodah of Leil
Shavuos is to take a step for the rest of the year. It's a time to reflect and
think how we can be mekabel the Torah, how we can increase the amount
of Torah in our lives. Each person, according to who he is, should try and
“chap” a bit more, improve in some area of Torah — whether it's to learn
more halachah, to learn more b'omek, to make his sedarim better. This
is both in asei tov as well as sur meira - identifying my leaks in ruchniyus
and figuring out how to stop them. It's important, at this time of Mattan
Torah, to reflect on the year, and on past years, and ask himself: Where
are my downfalls? Where I am losing ruchniyus by doing things that don't
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let a person grow spiritually? What needs improvement in my middos,
vis-a-vis my wife and children?

It's a good idea to make one kabbalah in asei tov and one in sur meira,
each person in the areas in which he needs improvement. This is the
lesson of Rus: it doesn't matter how old you are, you still have to grow.

If I can make a suggestion, one that is in the category of 7225 Dnnw:
Rather than look out only for your own growth in ruchniyus, see what you
can do to help the people around you: How you can help your wife your
children, what project you can take on with a child who's having difficulty.
Until now you were so frustrated - try to look at the situation differently
and see what you can do to help him grow, how you can turn him into an
19 YRTY ND’D D127 I0RN JIN.

Forsome peopleit’s a child, for others it's a grandchild, and for others
it's outside the home, helping other people grow in Torah and avodas
Hashem. When you take on a project, make sure it's not just stam a project,
but something that affects you, that you can throw yourself into.

The Chofetz Chaim once said that if a person doesn't have children,
he can take on a bochur in yeshiva as a zechus for him. A person who
heard this and did not have children took the advice seriously and took
on a bochur, or perhaps it was a yungerman, and the Chofetz Chaim said
that this person acquired for himself a chelek in Olam Haba by taking on
this project.

Sothe first reason why we read Megillas Rus is because of this lesson of
making a Kabbalas HaTorah and giving of ourselves for Torah, as Rus did.

The Birth of YOUR Moshiach

The sefarim give an additional reason: it's because Dovid Hamelech
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was born on Shavuos. Dovid, we know, is the grandson of Rus and the
grandfather of Moshiach. The name “Adam” is an acronym for Adam,
Dovid, and Moshiach. Adam gave 70 years of his life to Dovid, and from
Dovid came Moshiach. This teaches you that when a person is mekabel
the Torah as Rus did, with mesirus nefesh and gevurah — when he puts
effort into it as Rus did — from this Dovid Hamelech is born, and from
this comes Moshiach.

Every person has his own birth of Moshiach. The avodah of Torah is to
help a person be reborn; indeed, the Aseres Hadibros correspond to the
asarah maamaros with which the world was created. Furthermore, Shavuos
is called Yom Habikkurim in the Torah —it's a time when we bring a Minchah
Chadashah, because the essence of Shavuos is hischadshus, through the
Torah. Torah isn't just a branch of knowledge, it's a way of renewing the
person. Whether you're 20 or 30 or 40 or 50, you need to constantly be
mischadeish and grow through the Torah, but that can only happen if you
make real kabbalos that affect you and help you to grow as a person. You
need to be alive in the Torah, to put your chiyus into the Torah, and then
the Torah can be mechayeh you.

Rus gave her whole life to the Torah and the Torah was mechayeh her,
and from that came Moshiach. We, too, can connect with the birth of Dovid
and Moshiach, by strengthening our Kabbalas HaTorah.

Shavuos is on the fiftieth day, and fifty is also the gematria of 53. The
Gemarain Brachos (17) says that Olam Habaiis called kol because Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gave us the Torah in order that we should be zocheh to kol
habrachos. But that's only if you make a Kabbalas HaTorah on Shavuos -
regardless of your age, regardless of your earlier failures.

Hashem should strengthen us to be able to make a kabbalah and hold
onto it, and through that, we should all make a connection to our Yemos
HaMoshiach, our "kol habrachos,” and our Olam Haba.
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