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PARSHAPREVIEW

Shavuos
Below is an English adaptation of this week's Parsha Preview
which can be heard live every Wednesday at 2:15
f— o —
The Gift of Torah
[ o —

Harav Hagaon Gedaliah Finkel Shlita

On the opening words of last week's parashah, 12%n 'npna oy, Rashi
famously comments: 0712 D91y vnnw. All the brachos that the parashah
says are in the zechus of talmud Torah are in the zechus of ameilus and
yegiah in Torah.

Interestingly, the words in the passuk that refer to ameilus seem to
indicate that it is chok: 1251 'mipna oR. In what way is yegias haTorah a chok?

In answer to this question, Rav Chaim Volozhiner cites the famous
Gemara in Megillah that says: "nRxM 'NYY RN YR NRYND RDY NP
rn. If you toil in Torah, you'll succeed. But the lashon of Chazal is 'ny»
'nR¥M. You can have all the yegiah and ameilus, but whatever you achieve
in your learning is a metziah, a gift from heaven.

This is surprising, because one would think that if a person toils to
understand Torah, he earned the ability to understand it; after all, he
worked at it. But the Gemara is telling us that the yegiah is not directly
linked with the havanah. It's Hakadosh Baruch Hu granting you the havanah.

That is a chok.

Al piteva, a person thinks that the more equipped he is in a sugya, and
the bigger a baal kishron he is, the more he's going to understand. Not
so. All havanah and aliyah in Torah is a metziah from Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. A chok.

This is a big lesson for all of us. When a person achieves success or
gadlus in Torah, it can go to his head and he can become a baal gaavah:

1"

“Look, I made it big!" In truth, however, all success in learning is a metziah.

The sefarim say that the ruchniyus of Torah is so elevated that it's
actually not possible for us to comprehend it and connect with it. It's all
a gift from Shomayim. So when one is successful in learning, how careful
he has to be not to become arrogant about his success!

The Chovos Halevavos writes that the worst gaavah is gaavah that comes
from hatzlachah in avodas Hashem. Of course, you can feel good about
your success, but without becoming a baal gaavah. Specifically with regard
to hatzlachah in Torah, gaavah is entirely inappropriate, because it's all
a metziah. In the merit of your yegia, Hashem will give you the metziah,
but the bottom line is that it's entirely min haShomayim. As the passuk
says, MNINa DIn Y90’ OR.

my1Ivnan |5

A Pure Receptacle

Parenthetically, on the subject of aliyah baTorah, it's worth noting the
severity of eating maachalos asuros, which cause timtum halev. With all
the yegiah, and with all the siyatta d’Shmaya, a person still has to be a
worthy receptacle to understand Torah.

Afather once brought his son to Rav Chaim Kanievsky and said that the
boy, who was in the upper grades of cheder, was having a hard time with his
learning, even though he was a baal kishron. Rav Chaim asked the fatherif,
somewhere over the years, the boy had perhaps eaten maachalos asuros.

The father's initial reaction was, “No way," but then he thought about
it, and he said that once, they had been at a wedding and they had found
out afterwards that the food was treif.

Rav Chaim said that that's why the boy is not grasping what's he’s
learning. Maachalos asuros cause timtum halev,and Torah just cant goin.

He advised the boy to fast one day to atone for the timtuv halev.

In any event, if Kabbalas HaTorah and all of our achievement in Torah
is a metziah, a matanah from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, we have to make sure
that ourreceptacle is kadosh v'tahor, and how careful we have to be to avoid
anything that would prevent Torah from being absorbed into our pnimiyus.

Regarding ameilus baTorah, we say:m%ny NR YNy Dm YRy NR
75V D9apn DRI DYNY DN 19w D2vapm. All the schar of Torah comes
in the merit of our ameilus. It's true that if one toils to understand Torah,
he eventually arrives at the correct pshat or gets to the depth of the sugya,
but it's not our achievement that counts, it's our yegiah.

Yegiah baTorah doesn't necessarily have to involve great difficulty. It
is said that Rav Moshe Feinstein once took a chair and climbed onto it
to get a sefer from a high shelf, and a bochur went over to him and said,
“Rebbi, let me help you get the sefer.” Rav Moshe responded that this,
too, is considered ameilus baTorah.

Even small things like that are included in ameilus baTorah. So when you
decide to take aseferandlearn, don't look for a comfortable lounge chairin an
air-conditioned room with a Coke at your side. Yegias haTorah happens specifically
in surroundings that are not the most comfortable, and through yegiah, you'll
achieve metziah. You don't have to look for difficulties, but if difficulties present
themselves, that shouldn't be a deterrent to your learning and yegiah.
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The Chochom’s Way of Learning

The Ohr Hachaim gives a different explanation for why ameilus baTorah
is a chok. He says it's the concept of chazarah. Naturally, one would think
that if you learn something a couple of times and you understand it, why
should you have to review it?

I remember that as a child, I couldn't understand the need for review.
Once you understood the class, you understood it. What a mistake! You
can understand a lot, but without review, it goes in one ear and out the
other. Through chazarah, Hashem helps you to retain what you've learned.
Chazarah is the key to hatzlachah - and that’s a chok.

On the passuk in Mishlei: Yo8n®% 9709 29719 0N 29, the Chasam
Sofer explains that a chacham takes his right hand and turns the pages of
his sefer fromright to left —which means he's going backwards and doing
chazarah. The fool, on the other hand, only uses his left hand to turn the
pages from left to right, moving ahead. But constantly learning new material
is not the path to hatzlachah - the path to hatzlachah is doing chazarah.

The Gemara in Brachos discusses the apparent contradiction between the
passuk: TRn TNan DTR WK and the passuk: RVYN 1181 17N4. One passuk
praises a person who is afraid, while the other person calls a frightened
person a chotei. Explains the Gemara, it depends what the person is afraid
of. If a person is fearful about matters of Torah, he is praiseworthy. If he
is fearful about mundane affairs, that's a cheit.

Tosafos (Gittin 55b) explains what it means to be fearful about matters of
Torah: it means to be fearful that you haven't reviewed enough. Fortunate
ishe who is worried that he hasn't chazzered enough, because that's where
success comes from.

In addition, when you chazzer, you understand what you're learning better.
Each chazarah gives you a deeper understanding and greater retention.

Furthermore, it is important that each and every one of us should try
to know a section of Torah by heart — a masechta or at least a perek of
mishnayos - so that we are equipped to think in learning even when we
find ourselves without a sefer. So often, time is wasted, such as when you're
sitting and waiting for an appointment at the dentist, or you're at a bus
stop waiting for the bus. If you could chazzer something by heart during

that time, you could achieve hours and hours of learning.

Rav Elyashiv said once that if a person has a tendency to doze off when
he learns, he should learn something be'al peh, because a person doesn't
fall asleep in middle of talking. So it's very important to master a certain
section of learning that you can always have in your back pocket.

Make Sure it Matters

We have to remember, as well, that ny mpn N9 onY 71 X5 OR
MmN X5 IRy —if there wouldn't be Torah study day and night, the universe
could not exist. If, Rachmana litzlan, a person ever criticizes a ben Torah
and asks, “What are you doing for the community?” you just quote this
passuk. The entire briah exists in the zechus of Talmud Torah, and there is
no greater chessed one can do for mankind than to learn Torah. Whether
alot or a little - half an hour, twenty minutes - that's the zchus habriah.

Asayoungster of about ten or twelve, I visited Eretz Yisrael and walked
into the home of Rav Leizer Yudel zt"|. At the time there was a gathering of
rabbanim in his house, and I remember Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz standing
up and yelling in learning, his face red as a beet. Rav Leizer Yudel, Rav
Chaim's father-in-law, was sitting beside him with a big smile on his face,
shepping nachas from the rischa d’Oraysa.

I was scared out of my wits. Coming from Chicago, I had never seen
a sight like this in my life: this sight of on one hand, NR N1 D23 W)
71, and on the other hand, the mesikus haTorah that Rav Leizer Yudel
experienced upon hearing his son-in-law completely immersed in learning.
It was a portrayal of how we to be totally immersed in our learning, that
it should really matter to us.

Finally, let's remember what the Bach says in hilchos birchos haTorah:
that when we say 12 9n2a 9w in birchos haTorah, we should remember
maamad Har Sinai and think for amoment how much hakaras hatov we have
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for separating us from all the nations, choosing
us as His nation, and giving us the Torah.

Afterall, that's the whole purpose of Creation: D'p7x XN1anwK12, bishvil
reishis, bishvil bikkurim —which are the symbol of hakaras hatov.

Gut Yom Tov.
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